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THE 


PREFACE. 


God Etcrnal, the Father 

of Mercies, who deli- 
| reſt not the Death of 
a Sinner, but rather that he 
ſhould turn from his Errours 
and be fayed; and haſt given 
me thus Opportuniry of Con- 
templating the Paſſion of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom thoy 
haſt ſent into the World for thc 
Redemption of Man, through 
Faith in his Blood : Grant me, 
I beſeech thee, ſuitable Appre- 
henſions to the Dignity of fo 
adorable a Subject : That al! 
yain Thoughts, carnal Deſircs, 
A 3 Pro: 
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Prophaneſs and Infidelity, being 
ſecluded from my Soul, I may 
penetrate into the hidden My- + 
ſteries of the Croſs, on which 
thou haſt erected the Throne of 
thy Love.; admire and praiſe 
« Methods of thy Wiſdom, 
at which the very tv In 
Heaven have. becn aſtoniſhed ;. 
learn thence the Duties of Faith, 
Hope, Charity, and all ocher 
Chriſtian Graces; and in perfect 

Imitation of wy "anackens $ Vir- 
tucs, trample under foot this 
World, and obtain Happanelſs 
and cycrlaſting Lake. 
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SS 1-5 


Of the Time of the Paſſion, and our Pres 
paration for the Thouehts of it. 


| T was the © Time of the Celebra- . PEE 
| FF tion of the Paſſover among the © 
| Jews, in * Memory of their Mi-,,,, . 


| raculous deliverance out of E- 
> 2ypt, when the Lord Jeſus having Preacht 
the Goſpel, was by the © determinare - 43. 4 
Councel of God to return unto rhe 4 

 ÞF Father through the Paſſion of Dearth. 
E | A dreadful Tragedy to thoſe poor 
| Diſ- 


d John 20. 1” 


2 


The Hiſlory of 


* Mark 10.28. Diſciples, who had bur lately left © all 


f Fohn G. 15, 


E Matt. 20.21. 


Act. 1 G6. 


h folbn 15.19. 


i Matt. 16.22. 


to follow him, in hupes of partaking 
of betrer Fortune in the Grandure of 
an Empire and rhe Delights of Plenty ; 
ſor the pouyee had conceived great 
hopes of a * Triumphing M:fiah, who 
ſhould free them from the Roman Tri- 
bute and ExaCtions, and lift up Jude 
unto the Throne of the Univerſe (thcir 
Fundamental errour againit the Crols :) 
nor were thele yct wean'd from Tempo- 
ral expectations of a Reward in his 8 
Kingdom, for what they had quitted 
for his ſake. 

1hey were ® choſen our of the World, 
ana fic for the impreſſion of all other 
Virtues and Graces of Chriſtianity ; 
but are ! flartled at the apprehenſion 
of Perſecution of Martyrdom, and can- 


yor underiland what they are unwilling - 


ſhould come to paſs: So iuiccptible of 
the poilon of An abition ace the fineſt 
Spirits, that the Wilelt have rejected 
It the lait of Vices; and ſo contrasy 
and io contrary to Fleth and Blood at 
firit are the paila RCs of the Spir! it through 
Tribulation ro Bl1ls. 

There was nced of the forwardnels 
of {ome cxiraordinary Zcalot to ſup- 
port 'cin in {uch a trial with a Reitgious 
Conidence, when all their Pregnanc 


hopes 


] 
] 
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hopes were apparently diſappointed. 

[ fear, had not Peter the bold Galilzar 

ſtept forth when his Maſter forecold his 
Sutferings, and broken the profound 
Silence and Altoniihment into whici it 

had calt the rcit of the Apoſtles, they 

had Shipwrackt in the very Port of 

Faith againſt this * Stumbling Stone * Ron, g. 33. 
and Rock of Offence. 

Hear then the expreſſions of an Ar- 

dent Zeal repleniſhed with heat rather 

then light: | Though all men ſhall be' marr. 26.33, 
offend:d becauſe of Th-e, y:t will I never be 35- 
offended. Thouzh I ſhould die with Thee, 
yet will T not deny Thee, Likewiſe alſo ſaid 

all the Diſciples. We preſume we can 

do any thing in the (trengch of Paſſion, 

while our minds arc ſuſpcnded from le- 
rious reflections; but mutt bewail our 
imbecility when that is over, and con- 
fels our ſelves naturally weak and im- 


| potent, and that all our ® ſufticiency = 2. ;, 5. 
| 1s of God 

For, alas! there is one of them con- 

, triving his Deach, and how hs may molt 

, n opportunely berray him to his Ene- * Maze. 26.16. 


mies, from the very inſtaat he proteſts 
> | His Fidelity : nor ſhall he fooner be de- 
livered 1nto their hands, then the rett 
wilt ® forlake him, and Petr himſelf P © yak 14. 50. 
deny him. "EIN 
es 4 DB z My 


The Hiſtory of 
My dear Reader, thou ſeeſt it will 
concern us in the conſtant courſe of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, eſpecially in rhe 
time of Perſecution and Afﬀiction, and 
and as oft as we commemorate the Pal- 
ſion of our Lord, among the reſt of 
our Holy Endeayours ſtrictly to exa- 
mine rhe Sincerity of our Hearts; and 
as diligently to apply that excellent 
3 Matt. 26341; Precept; 4 Watch and Pray that ye enter 
not into Temptation. Our Minds may be 
Vigilant, our Profeſſions Zealous, our 
Reſolutions apparently Good : But 
who can be ſecure when one of the 
Twelve turns Traitor, another for- 
{wears himſelf, and the reſt deſert. 
All the moments of this Militant State 
are aſſaulted by the Grand Enemy of 
Man's Salvation, Studiouſly wicked, 
and diligently pernicious to draw all in- 
to his Snare and Condemnation. But 
as the time before our Saviour's Paſſion 
Like 22.53. WaS more properly called the * Hour 
: and Power of Darkncſs, wherein the 
Rulcr of the Darkneſs of this World 
was let looſe againſt him and his Dilci- 
ples; ſo we may conceive this everlaſt- 
ing Adverlary is never more induſtrious 
then to fruſtrate the means which chief- 
I ly conduce to the eradicating our Cor- 
Js ruptions, the pulling down the Domi- 
nion 


þ 
[ 
; 
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- 
nion of Sin, and reconciling us to our 
offended God: Such is ourembracing the 
{ Croſs of Chriſt with intirely Cruci-,,,, 
fied Aﬀections and Luſts. MM 


Prayer. 


O my God, thou haſt given thy Son te 
aye for me, and to become my Propitiation ; 
but unleſs thou alſo give me to Believe on 
him, and to Adhere to him by a due Appli» 
cation, that Treaſury of thy Mercy will be 
reveal 'd to me in vain. Lord I Believe, 
help thou mine Unbelicf, and Strenzthen me, 
I Beſeech Thee, againſt the infirmities of 
the Fleſh, and the Suzeeſtions of the 
Wicked One; that through the warions Suf- 
ferinzsof my Saviour, 1 may be led to the 
imitation of his Divine Virtues; till Thou 
account me worthy to be partaler of his 
Glory. | 
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SET I. IL 


Of the Mercy of Chriſt tow:rds Judas 
and the Ingratitude of that Diſciple. 


Uaas Tjcarict was one of the Twelve 

whom Chriſt had elecd our of the 

| whole World to a free and intimate fe:- 
| - lowſhip of His Perſon; one of his pe- 
A ' _ culiar Domeſticks and Attendance; a 
partaker of thoſe immenſe Bleſlings, 

- Met. 13.17. which many * Prophets and Kings had 
deſired in vain to {ce and hear: Having 

ſeen with his Eycs the Word incarnate, 

and .hcard with his Ears the Divine 

Voice, and reccived an opportunity ro 

have dwelt ia his preſence, whom Atra- 
ham might only ſee by the lighr of 

Faith : above all having been admited 

to the great Miracle of his Love, the 
Miniſtration of the Myſtery of Redemp- 

tion, the Sacrament inſticrured at his 

laſt Supper; to open his Underltanding 

ro ſtrengthen his Faith, and to puriie 

Soul. 

For Jeſus, in the ſame night he was 

1 » Tuke 22. 19, Betray ed, ® took Bread; and when he had 
| ah given Th ads he brake it, and gave it to 
his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, Eat, This is 
my 
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my Body which is given for you, do this in 
Remembrance of me. There needed no 
Remembrance had he not been to be 
ſold into the hands of his blood-rhirlty 
Adverſarics to be Slain : and therefore he 
would lay before him theEgregiouswick- 
edneſs he was going ro commit againit a 
Perſon who had always embrac'd him 
with an infinite Tenderneſs, and now 
was ready to lay down his life for him. 
Likewile after Supper he rook the Cup, 
and when he had given Thanks, He gave 
it to them, ſaying, Drink ye ail of this, 
for this is my Bloud of the New Tetta- 
ment, which is thead for you, and for 
many for the Remitlion of Sins ; anos 
ther Repreſentation of that Innoccat 
Blood which was now barbarouſly de- 
ligncd to be ſhed, cnough to have 
wounded a heart of Marble, or turn d 
a Rock into a Fountain of Tcars : Since 
by both it may appear, the pertidious 
Traitor was not more {tudious to deli- 
ver his Lord ro the barbarous cruelty of 
his implacable Enemies, then tne Be- 
nign Jelus was to purſue him with Kind- 
nels, and to contrive how he mighr 
reap the Advantages of his Sulfcrings, 
our of an unalterable purpole to do 
more then die for us, by finding out a 
way whereby he might live in us for 
cver. B 4 But 
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The Hiſtory of 
Burt it ſeems the unbelieving and the 
Slaves of Sin, cannot have experience 
of the Divine Bounty ; becauſe through 
the Blindneſs and Hardneſs of their 
Hearts, they will not weigh ſo unſpeak- 
able a Gitt as the Death of Chrilt for 
taking away their Guilt. Something 
leſs Myſterious may pollibly ſuit better 
with a Carnal mind and a Corrupt un- 
derſtanding, and an Action of Humility 
from the moſt High, may draw the 
Admiration of the moſt inſenſible. 
Jelus therefore knowing that the Fa- 


ther had given * all things into his 


Hands, and that he was come from God, 
and went to Ged; (and what could the 
Evangecliſts have ſaid more proper to 
make us Senſible of his wonderful 
Condeſcention2 For we can never tru- 
iy eltcem his Humiliation, unleſs at the 
{ame time we conſider his Sublimity ; 


as we cannot rightly eſtimate his Cha- 


rity, without conſidering how unworthy 
they were on whom he beſtow'd it: ) 
He knew himſelf to be Lord of all ; 
and that he came from God by Eternal 
Generation; and was ſhortly to fit in 
Glory at his Right Hand : Yet for the 
love of Mcn, and to draw them ro 
limſelf; he laid aſide his Power, or ra- 
ther Iid it, and took upon him the 
form 
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form of a Servant, with all the Circum- 
ſtances of an humble Miniſtration. * He * 5604.13.46. 
roſe from Supper, put off his Garment, 
girded himſelf with a Towel, pour'd 
Water into a Baſon, kneel'd down, and 
waſh'd his Diſciples Feer. 

Who would have thought the Mef- 
ftah was to come among Men, to exe- 
cute the Office of a Moadbzte, or Slave 2? 


for thus ſaith David, Moab is myWaſhpot ; , P/al. 108.9. 


implying, he would humble the Moadites 
ſo low, they ſhould ſerve only to bring -- 
Water to waſh away Impurities. What 
Force has conquered him? What Arms 
have brought him under 2 What Power 
has ſubjefted him to ſo diſhonourable a 
Servitude? Are they not tne Charms 
of his own infinite Love which have ren- 
der*d him thus enamour'd of his Spoule 
the Church, that to wooe and gain her 
he will become any thing 2 And are 
they not a Token he intends ſhortly to 
cleanſe and purifie her in his expiatory 
Blood ? 

[ am not ſurprized that Perer ſhould 
be afraid, and contract himlelf, {aying, 
Z Lord! doſt thou waſh my Feet > when he : 544, ;;. 6. 
jaw Heaven ſtoop to Earth, and the 
Vility of Man, next to infinite, exceed- 
ed by a Mercy equal to the Immenſity 
of God, I rather wonder to ſee ſo ma- 
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ny Chriſtians burn Incenſe daily to that 
Idol call'd Point of Honour, when the 
Son of Man came not to be Minittred 


2 Mark 19. 45. Unto, but to © Miniſter, and to: give 


his Life a Ranſom for many. He did 
not diſdain to waſh the Feer of his Be- 
trayer, with thoſe Hands which had o- 
pened the Eyes of the Blind, cured 
Lepers, heal'd Diſeaſes, and when 
lift up to Heaven reſtor'd the Dead 
to Life. He might have waſhed the 
Head or Hands, a Service ſomething 
more honourable ; but he bends rather 
to the Feet, for the Opportunity of a 
more humble Poſture and apter Signi- 
fication of his infinite Charity. 


Prayer. 

Adoratle Jeſu! I burnwith Love amon 
thy Purifyine Waters, 1 adefire affettio- 
nately to humble my f:lf : But wh. ye ſhall 7 
find ſo low a Place as thine, when thou waſt 
humbled before Judas, to waſh his Traiterous 
Feet > I therefore reſign my ſelf with thy 


- faithful Þ Diſciple ; and not my Feet only, 


but my Hands and my Head, even all that 
Tam: B:ſreching thee to work in me what 


ſhall be pleaſing to thy Will, and to Grant, 


That by the Waters of Repentance and Re- 
generation my Joul may be renew'd to ever- 


SEC Hh 
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| : 
| SECT. I 


- Of the Divine Pred-ſtination in reſpect 
of the Betrayer, 


1 

1 Know not, whether Simon ſhew'd 

e more Love to his Maſter, in vio- 

g lently © refuling at firſt, and as cager- « 94, 13. 8. 

r ly 4 permitting him ar laſt ro wath his * 9. 

1 Feet among the reft of the Dilciples; 

G or JFndzs more Obſtinacy, in continuing 
inſcenfible under {uch an admirable Dit- 


penſation of Goodneſs. For our Sa- 
viour pronounccs againſt his invincible 
70 Intidelity, enough to ſtrike Terrour in- 
pa to the moſt confident and aſſured. © 7? , 
"TE | Kg 
(I are clean, Lut not all. [ ſpeak not of Jou f 18. 
aſt all, I kaow whom I have choſen. 8 The * Lu6. 22.22. 


1s Son of Man goith ai it was determined : 
hy Eut wo unto that Man by whom he is be- 
ly, trayed. Þ Now T tell you before it come, that 


. : 7 . h 7T.Hz ; » 
hat when it is come to paſs, ye may believe that ©": 13: 3 


hat T am He. 

nt, O God ! whar Lightnings, what 
Ree Darts are here! what a Night without 
ere a Day ! what a Precipice without a 


bottom! what an Occan without a 
Tt Shorc! O Height of the Wiſdom and 
| Know- 


The Hiſtory of 
Knowlege of the Almighty ! how fear- 
ful and horrible are the Myſteries of 
thy Secrets. All this was long ſince 

i /ai. 53, predicted by the ? Prophets : All this 

Zec.n.,, 13.18 acted according to the Counſel and 

& 42. 4. 28, ® Pradetermination of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty; and yet the Actor is in fault. 


; Judas is admitted into the Apoſtolate, 
; | and yet not choſen ; to preſent Grace, 

: but not to final. 

ſ May it not ſuffice, to believe, Thar 

if no Man is Reprobared withour Juſtice ; 


| no Man Saved withour Mercy ; and 
| | that what was decreed from the Be- 
| ginning to be done by Judas, was now 
Y; to be fulfill'd, without any new Coun- 
ſel, in a certain Order of Time, long 
before ſeen and determined. Not that 
Judas was compell'd to betray Chriſt, 
Jt: - leftthe Scripturcs ſhould be found falſe; 
for otherwiſe he were not to be blamed, 
but rather praiſed, yea, his Sin would 
If be charged upon God : Bur becauſe he 
| was ready to do this of his own ac- 
cord, the Holy Spirit foreſccing it, forc- 
told it to come to pals. 


Praycr. 

O dreadful Majeſty! who dſt juſily Con» 
aemn, and undeſervedly Save Souls; I trems- 
ble at thy Fudements, I proſtrate. my ſelj 
before 


Y\ 
© % 
- 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 

before thy Mercy ; if thou entereſt into Tudg- 
» with me, .* T-tans be 3s Er 
thinkeſt upon me in Mercy, I cannot be 
condemned. Pierce thou my Heart with 4 
Fear of thy Tudgments, that I may always 
aread them, and never feel them. If 1 
forget thee, awake my Memory : If I fly 
from thee, recall me again. If I defer my 
Amenament, ſlay for me in Mercy ; and 
when 1 return, O caſt zot out my Soul, but 
think upon the Rigorous Fuſtice that thou 
haſt executed upon the Son of thy Love, for 
the Satisfaction of my Sins, 


SECT. IV. 


Of the Grief of Chriſt, for the Apoſtaſir % 


of his Servant. The dreadful Condi- 
tion of ſuch as fall from him, and 
the happy Privileges of Perſevering in 
the Faith. 


WE may perceive the great Lover 

of Souls was extreamly trou- 
bled at the Apoſtaſie of one of his Dif- 
ciples, when he expre(s'd ſo much Sa- 
tisfaCtion in the Preleryation of the rell. 


13 


(1 Holy Father, keep through thine own 4, 9 ;2 5. 


Name, thoſe whom thou haſt given me, 
that 


The Hiſtory of 
that they may be one as we ar:s, While I 
mas with them in the World, I kept them 
in thy Name. Thoſe: that thou zaviſt me, 
T have kept, and none is loſt, Eut the Son 
of Perdition.) Nor would he conccal 
the Grief of his Spirit, foreſecing in 
him a Repreſentation of al! choſe who 
ſhould afrerwards rcject his Admoniti- 
ons and Benefits, and trample his Love 
-under their Feet. 

For though we may have hitherto 
chought bur of one Fudas, who falling 
from his Profeſſion, fold his Lord, dc- 
liverd him to his Enemics, berray'd 
him to be crucifted ; yer luch is every 
one, who renouncing the Faith, and 
following the Morions of data and his 
own Luits, ® Crucifics to himſelf rhe 


-Son of God atrcjh, and purs him ro 


an open Shame. 

The Wonder, if not the Grief of the 
bleſſed Angels in Heaven, ( who ® re- 
joyce at the Convertion of every peni- 
rent Sinner, as ® minititring ro thoſe 
who ſhall be Heirs of Salvarion, ) is, to 
ſee ſo many Chrillians falling trom the 
Truth, and abaling the grear Myſtery 
of the Religion which they profeſs, by 
a ſertled Tendency to Sin and Death. 
Who have given up their Names, but 
not their Hearts, to Chritt ; who have 
begun 


begun well, and are not eſtabliſhed ; 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 1 G 


who have partaken of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
and have chaſed him away again; who 
have eat and drunk at their Maſter's 
Table, and are the chief thar lift up 
their Heel againſt him. 

A molt miſerable Spectacle; and not 
to be exceeded, unleſs by that of their 
departure into everlaſting Puniſhment. 
For as an Angel falling became the De- 
vil, ſo a revolting Chriſtian is the worſt 
of Men, becaule of the Eminency of his 
former Station; and will have his P Por- 
tion allotted him with that Apoſltate 
Rebel. 

This was that which 4 troubled the q 5, 
Spirit of the Holy Feſus, when he te- 
ſtified, and laid, Yerily werily 7 ſay unto 
you, That one of you ſhall Letray me. This 
was that which made the Dilciples ex- 
cceding * ſorrowful, and to begin to ſay, r war. 26. 22. 
Lord, wit I? And, O that it might 
have the ſame cfiet upon us, to ſearch 
our Hearts, to cxamine our Faith, and 
all our Thoughts, Words, and Works, 
that we fall not among thoſe who draw 
back to Perdition. 

How ſad was this Feaſt, where borh 
the Maſter and the Dilciples ſympathize 
in an inexpreilible Griet 2 One, rhat he 
mult be berray'd to Death by his Friend ; 
the 


P Mat.25, 41. 


T3. 21. 


The Hiſtory of 
the others, that one of them ſhould be 
the accurſed Betrayer: One, that he 
knew the miſerable Eſtate of that 

| * Mark 14. 21. Wretch, for whom it had been | better 

i that he had never been born ; the others, 

| that they are not yet deliver'd from 

their Fear, which it ſhould be of whom 
he ſpake, and whoſe Being ſhould be 
worſe than nor to be at all. 

Ah! Sinners, where are we2 Alas! 
do we not remain under the ſame Su(- 
pence? Ore of you ſhall betray me, is a 
fcarful Saying ; and the Eccho of this 
Voice is addrelt to all, and loudly re- 
ſounds the Danger of Sin and Impeni- 
rency. Is this to live, to have a Being 
worſe than none? And can we call that 
a deſirable Eſtate which will inevitably 
tend to the Abyſs of Mitery, through 
Pains, Torments, Terrors, and Deaths 2? 

O Life, how {wect art thou, when 
thou doſt fear and love nothing bur 
God! O Death, how dreadful arr thou, 
when we have forlaken him, and deyo- 
ted our ſelves to the Creature! What 
Favours and Benedictions are there in 
the Life and Death of a Virtuous Man | 
But what Horrours, Anathema's, and 
Malcdictions, during the Courſe and at 

the End of the wicked Life of a Sin- 


ner | | 
Bleſſed 


pr 


_ 
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Bleſled was thar Ditciple, who all this 


whilc might reſt {ccurely in the* Boſome 545, 11. 2: 
% © J« SZ« 


of his Lord. Whether Gricf or Fear 
had inclin'd his ficad ; or wherher it 
were the Sweernels of his Maſter's Ac- 
—_ WHICH CY or Urew the Aadmiration 
of rhe geholders; or wherher 1t were 
Lore, \ Viich minas not what it Gdo.s, 
bur filenc in a ſublime Franginity of 
Pailtons, auheres to its Bocioves for an 
Erernit,”, 10: RUMI, che call Diiue 
nion ; or WHCTNCr it were i xcels of 
Rapru 0 2710 | C0. 1emplation Of WHAT Ng 


T4170 


WW era : {Urc cly Cy CcCr any Mortal 112 10 
\ 


{weer a Repotc, or near Approach to 
the Bearifick Viſton : Since he might 
{can on his Brea! bY to be 2 GAUZttos LO 
whoſe Feet, many FPropihecs and Kings 
ny hve accounted ic the grcaroit 
F ej1c 

"# Spirit [cparared IO N2 : Leon 
lions of the Worid, and purified fron 
all the Forms ot tic Crt —_— Inte 


1 


ro God, and WICH i:vOs BY The ZAmes 
of holy Love, has a wichcy Privileges 
with the Prince of | *Uriry and neifier 


doubts to ask, nor fears ro be dry ; 
While uncovernabie Zoal roccives mMainy 
Repulics, and hinde rs nut a Vorary 


irom being leſs * Sataz, than he that * 
C (avourech 
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Pal. 41. 9. 


? Libyarvit Tier, means of Grace, He * 


Pſjal. 78. 51. 


The Hiſtory of 


ſavourcth not the things that be of 
God, bur thoſe that be of Men. 

Peter, therefore, whoſe Raſhneſs had 
often becn rebuk'd, yet impatient, and 
. deſirous to bc rid of his Fear, * beckon'd 
to him who _ lying ow Feſes Br eaſt, that 
he ſhould as who it ſl;-uld be of whom he 
ſpate. And Fiſus anſrered, He it is to 
nhom T ſhall give a Sop when 1 have yy 
pedit. And when he had dipped the Sop, 
he FAVE it to Judas Tſcariot the ſon of St 
Scripture might be 
fulfelled. He that cateth Bread with me 
haih by oh ip his H Hed againſt HC. Aud af- 
ter the Sop & Satan entred into him. 

A dpecch truly dreadful, but much 
more tic thing ir teit; fora Man to ar- 
rive at that height of Miicry, through 
tie Obitinacy and Impenitency of his 
Hearr, as to be caſt oif, reprobared, and 
given up to the Devil: Yet ſuch is the 
admirable Analogy and Propeutivn be- 
tween the Judgments of God and our 
Sins, when we continue to deſpile the 
We 71s a way to 
his Anzer, as it were in Scales, punith- 
ing our Sins with evil Habits; our evil 
Habits, with hard Hearts; our hard 
Hearts, with Obſlinacy ; our Obltina- 
cy, W ich Impenitency ; our Impeniten- 
cy, With Damnacion. Judas, who had 
wilfully : 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 19 
wilfully given up himſelf to Covetouſ- 
neſs, Hypocriſie, Ingratitude, and Con- 
rempt of all that was Holy, is now 
delivcr'd to be oblirmated by Satan, and 
made incurable of his Sin; that being 
like the Devil, he might never rerurn, 
And this is the Maledi&tion which the 
Holy Ghoſt had long fince imprecated 
by the mouth of David, ® Let Satan ſtand 3 pf. eg. 6, 
at his right haad. 


Prayer. 


Great Fudge of all M:z, Thou haſt mad: 
Lnt two Eds, one in "is n, and the other 
in Ft UE. one with thy [-lf, and th: «ther 
with the Devils; and all our Motions are 
always tending to theſe. We no ſooner leave 
thee, the Center of our Happin:ſs, tut we 
wander into thoſe unfortunate Lat qriaths of 
Miſery which lead at laſt to the Al 'yſs of 
Torment. O, let me abide for ever in thy 
Preſence, fixed there by a flrong Faith, an 
earneſt Hope, and an endl: eſs Charity ; that 
the Suggeſtions of Satan may never have 
Opportunity to withdraw me from thoſe Plea- 
ſures which are at thy Rizht Hand ;, but 
paſſins the time of my Sojourning - here in 
Fear and Cantion, aſeſted by thy Grace, and 
guided by thy Spirit, I may ſafely arrive at 
the Conſummation of thine Elect. 
C 2 SECT. 


e Joh. 8. 44+ 
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SET L Y. 


Of the miſerable Departure of Judas from 
the Preſence of Chriſf, and his ſelling 
him to the Chief Prieſts. 


Gitatcd by the Prince and Powers 
of Darkneſs, > /e went out imm2- 
diately, and it was Nizht ; hoping to co- 
ver himſclf wich the Shadcs of that, 
to act his more horrible and black De- 
ſigns. Bur alas, poor Dilciple! where 
can he ſind Reft, who gocs our of the 
Preſence of his Saviour 2 How can he 
chuſe but ſtumble and fall, who hideth 
himſelf from the Sun of Rightcouſnels; 
who is ablcnc from the Light of the 
World ; who wanders out of the way 
of Life ; who is beyond the Voice of 
char Word, which only ſuccours, in- 
ſtruts, an guides? Alot Sheep, out 
of the Care of the Shepherd, will ſoon 
mcet wita the Infernal Lion ; and rhe 
Opportunity will invite him to the Af- 
{aulr. Z 
The Devil was a © Murderer from the 
B-ginning, and never fails tro promote 
any Evi. Purpoſe, takes hold on this 
Adyan- 


re 
11S 


Chriſt's Sufjerings. 
Advantage to ruin Fudzs, the Jewiſh 
Nation, and (if it were poſſible }) the 
M:fiah. He leads this fugitive and de- 
folate Wretch, with the ſtrong Chain 
of imaginary Profit ( his 4 ſure{t Snare 
to draw us from the Faith ) to the 
Chicf Pricſts, Tho, out of © Envy to.,,, , 

ae | 0D. 11.47. 
Chriſt's Miracles, had frequently taken wart uu. 1s, 
Counſcl to put him to Dcath, and wait- 
cd only for an Opportunity in the 
f Abſence of the People. 

As was the Seller, {ſuch were the 
Buyers, the Chicf Pricſts and Elders of 
the People, excecated by the juſt Judg- 
ment of God, to 8 fill up the Meaſure of 
their Fathers Taiquity: Otherwiſe they ' 


I . 
©1 7:1. 6.16, 


f Mat. 26.5, 


17 A 
batt. 23. SS 


could never have found fauir with In- 


nocence, deny'd the Truth, or envy'd 
A Divine Power, all employ'd only to 
do them good : So far docs the Punith- 
ment of 5in reach co many i Geperations 
of them that hare God. Which made 
the Evangelical Propner, foretelling the 
coming of Chrilt, for2reil allo che 3!ind- 
neſs andObduracy ot tis People: ! Their 
Heart is waxen grefs, th:ir Fars are ll of , — Va 
hearing, and th:ir Eyes ihzy hav? cleſed 36.9, 10. 
leſt at any time they ſhould ſ:c with their 

Eyes, and hear with th:ir Fars, and #un- 

derſtand with their Hearts, and be conver; - 

ca, and I ſhould heal them. 

C 3 A miu- 


— Þ 
1 &X03. 20.12, 
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A mutual Inclination ſoon _ 1 


k Mat. 2G. 15. Bargain. Fudas lay S, k VIþat will you 77 


I D» Hommond F 1eCces of Silver, 


?n 6c, 


Tm Phil. eB 7. 


" .Lu% 7-37. 
0 Mat, 26. 13. 


= 
P A?ftK I 4. J. 


4 Luk. 7. 36. 


me: And they, knowing his avaricious 
Mind, covenant with him for 7hirty 
! Which, according to 
the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts, be- 
ing equivalent to Staters or Shckels, 
amounted to Three Pouna Fiftcen Shil- 
lings; which was the cominon Price of 
a Scrvant in thoſe days, a Freeman be- 
ing valucd at twice that Rate. So tru- 
ly did he, who was in the ® Form of 
God, and thought it no Robbery to 
be equal with God, make himſelf of 
no Reputation, and take upon him 
the Form of a Servant, that he might 
exalt us to the Privilege of of Sons: 50 
ſordid and vilc the Heart of the Betray- 
er, to undervalue his Maſter in the Bar- 
gain cf his Blood. 

How unlike was this. Action to 
that of rhe ® Noble Convert, ® never 
to be forgotten while the Goſpel ſhall 
be preached ; who, when Feſ#s was in 
the Houſe of $720» the Leper, came 
with an P Alabaſter Box of Ointment of 

SP, tkezard, very precious, and worthy 
che greareſ Monarchs ( for ſuch had 
Can 7/5 tent to the King of { thiepia; ) 
and when ſhe had firſt thed a Flood 
of ears, cnough to 4waih his Feet, 

and 


_ 
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and had wiped them with her hairs, and 
kiſſed his Feet, in an Extaſic of Love, 
Sorrow, and Admiration ; ſhe brake the 
Box, and ponred it upon his ® head, and 
| anointed his fect, to the great amaze- 
ment of all the Beholders, and * indig- 
nation of fomc, who lgokt upon it as 
Walt. 

It had not yer been uſed to anoint 
the Feet of Kings, and was afterwards, 
when reccived intro the Roman Prodi- 
gality by '//-9, in Honour of N-70, lookt 
upon as a Prodigy of unneceſlary Pro- 
fulion. Bur ſhe thought nothing rich 
cnough for his Sacrcd Fcer, whom ſhe 
acknowledged above all the Potentates 
of the Earth, and not to be yaurcy, bur 
to be loved above her iLife. She now 
melted in the Limbeck of holy Defire, 
and her Heart diſliiled our by her Eyes; 
her Hairs, which were the Nets wherein 
{o many Captive Souls had {:;h'4 under 
the Yoke of wanton Love, are now 
trampled under the Fect of her Con- 
queror ; the Kiſſes which carried the 
Foylon of a Luxurious Paſſion, now 
breath from her nothing but the De- 
{cacics of Chaility ; her plcaling Oaors, 
which were before vow'd to Sentuaiity, 
arc now become the {weereft Exhala- 
Llons, and bring an ooriterous Per- 
C 4 tune 
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” At. a6. 9; 
' Luk. 7. 38. 
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furnc to Ohriit. 5:75 on the contrary 
tnought it more worth thn his Head, 
and undcr Proicnce Of Charics to the 
Poor ( becauſe be was a # Thick, and 
had che Dag, ami bare what was Pur 
therein ) wouli have 1G it fold, that 
he migbr have itoin om te Price. 

Covcioutnels Aints WP bats and low 
Purcnaſes, whiiit Hoiy. Love 15 great 
ang comprehcalive, ai y atitns aL nos 

hing leis than tntiniry, The Love of 
God iS a Hoy Fountain, Iimpid and 
pure, "_ and {auvrary, laſting and 
eternal: the Love of Money iS 2 VCr- 
riginous Pool, {ucking all tnto ic {cif, 
to deſtroy * em ; it 15 troubicd and un- 
even, giay and u:iale, iorving no cad 
but its own, and that it 4 reitleſs and 
uncqual Motion. Tae Love of God 
{pends itſelf upon him, to reccive again 
Reilettions of Grace and Benediction. ; 
the Love of Riches ipcads all its De- 
fires on it ieif, tro purchaſe nothing but 
unſatisfying Inſtruments of Exchange, 
lupernumerary Proviſions, and Occa- 
ſions of Sin; and cnds in Diſtatisfa tis 
Oil, . a0. 1ncfs of Spirit, and a bitter 
Curlc. | 
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tion which draws us to the ncarclt re- 
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Mountains in which ye grow, and con- 
{ume all Natural and Divine affetion, 
and become the * Root of all evil, and , 
pierce ns through with many Sorrows till 
wearc involv'd in a certain * mpoſſibility * Marr. 19.23, 
of S«lvation ! Why were ye reveal'd from ** 
your aark Repoſitories? Why were you 
not ſu{{cr'd to lic buryed for ever? that 
wanting the occaſions of injuſtice and 
Luzury, we might innocently have en- 
joy d che necefiaries of Life, and have 
hac; our delires free to have waited on 
our God, the oaly Adcquate Object 
of our immorcal Souls. 

But Mary has taught us the right ule, 
to convert *em to the benefit of the 
Members of Cariit, and we cannor 
but think jr the molt excelienr diftribu- 


I Tim.6. 10, 


{ſemblance of our Maker, whoſe Na- 
ture is to Y Give and to do good; Which , 5,1, ;. 
Z covers Sins; Which is * everlaſting Righ- Marr. 5. 
teonſaeſs ; and Alcends for a > Memorial. _ o 
before God; an © odour of a areat ſmell, » ps 
and an 4c -ceptal le Sacrifice ; which meng © Phil. 4 
c foliow us; and be © orad Ly the Great © a—_ 
King in the laff day; and * obtain Mcrcy « r dan 
in the Time of Judgm: at. 

Ye Candidates of Ercrnity, whoſe 
buſineſs ſhall be Chariry in the other 
World when Faith and Hope ſhall ceale ; 


the 


26 


= Matz. 26. 11. God : 


Dowt. 15. 11. 


Þ x Pet. 1 4. 
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the Time is coming (and we know not 
how ſuddenly) that Death ſhall dif- 
array us to the very Bones, and leave 
us nothing but what we have given to 
8 and to the Poor in his 
Abſence. Let us therefore commeace 
here our Heavenly Converſation, and 
Bleſs the hour wherein we have oppor- 
runity to evidence our Loveeto God and 
Man, and to part with ſomething for 
the fake of cur Dear Saviour ; to buy 
with the Superfluicics of a trifling ſtock 
an * inheritance incorruptible and un- 
delt'ed in Heaven, where neircher ! Moth 
nor Rutt do corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through and ſteal. How 
comfortable will the reflections of our 
Charicy be ar the Hour of Death, and 
in the Day of Judgment; when Mercy 
ſhall rejoyce againſt Judgment, and 
Love ſhall coaſtitute a part of Heaven, 
and help ro make up the enjoyment of 
that State? 


Prayer. 


Amiable Feſu, ſince we cannot pour our 
Grateful Odonrs npon thy Head, nor waſh 
thy Sacred Feet with our Tears ; let us reach 
thy Divinity and Humanity with ow: Faith ; 
ana kt our Charity diffuſe it ſelf” upon thy 

Myſtical 


pret1; 


whe! 
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Myſtical Body, th: Church : That we may 


BUY eſteem a any thinz too Precions tobe be- 
ſtow 4 for t! thy ſhe, never vaine any thing 


in competition ith thy Service, who art 


the true Riches of thin? Elect, 


SEL 1 Th 


Of the Beuignity c f Criſt ſupporting his 
Diſciples, in the abſcace of the Betrayer, 
againſt the Tim: of their Trial. 


Udzs is gone, and the Holy Jeſus 
not more {treightined Wal the 
rhoughts of his P.jon then witn the 
Sorrows of his Diicip.es, hegins a moſt 
Heavenly and $Salutary Diicourte to en- 
lighten their UncicriianÞings, anc alle» 
viate their Minds 
1 Now is the Son of Man glorifi:d, and, — 
God is zlor:fi:d i; him, If God: glorifi- ; A 
ed in him, God ſhall alſo elorific him in 
himſelf, and will ſrrai ghtway "elor. fc him, 
Now he was Glorified as to his My- 
ſtical Body by the receliton of the Son 
_ of Perdition from his iananan Now he 
was Gloritied by the Separation of Tudzs, 
prefiguring his fururc Gloritication . 


yhen he thail ſeparate rhe Jult from the 
Unjuſt 


The Hiſtory of 
Unjuſt, and his Power, Truth and Ju- 
ſtice ſhall appear : Now he was Glorifi- 
ed by rhe beginning of his Paſſion up- 
on which depended the whole Myſtery 
of Redemption: Now he was Glori- 
fied 1n Relation to that Glory, of which 

m John 12.52. he had {aid, on When I am lift ap, I will 
draw all men to me. 

He had beforc been glorified by his 
Miracles when the People were aſtoniſh- 
ed, and * (aid he had done all things 

weil; when upon his fatis{ying Five 
Thouſand with five Loaves, they would 
. have taken him, and made hima ® King; 
when upon his ſuppreiling the Winds 
and Waycs, they began to adorc him as 
the P Son of God; when upon his reſto- 
ring Lazarus to Life they recceiv'd him 
publickly into Jernſalevz with Plalms and 

q Acclamations duc to the Etcrnal God : 

But the Contummation of his Glory was 

to be raiſed from his Paſſion,the® ground- 

work of his Exalcar'on, and Adorable 

Name. 

Ler then the Wicked One do what he 
can, Sell, Berray, and inccn{c cven the 
whole Worlu: "ihe Glory of the Son 
of Man is his Croſs. He is ravithe by 
the obje& of his Dcath, and tranſ{por- 
ted by the laca of his Sutfcrings; Fe 
encourages himſclf to the Combat with 
Lc 


P Matt. 14 13. 


4 John 12. 13. 


r Phil. 2.9. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
the Proſpet of Glory ; He iooks upon 
the Croſs as the Fountain of his Hap- 
pincſs, and Plants his Ejcvation upon 
the loweil Abaſement. He teaches us 
that Treachery, Calumny, and Death, 
how horrible focver they ſeem in this 
World, yet to a juſt Man are dcfirable, 
or at [cait calily to be botn by him, for- 
almuch as there is no other way to Glo- 


ry. Let us never think then ro be wor- - 


thy of him, till we bear the Enſigns of 
his War, as well as thc Ornaments of his 
Peace. Every thing is a Paradiſe to 
him that knows how to love the Croſs, 
and cvery thing is a Hell to them that 
fly from it, tho' no body tiys from it 
bur thall find it: It is the Gare of our 
Mortality through which we needs mult 


29 


pals before we can ! center into the * 4% 14. 22: 


Kingdom of God. 

Behold,when the SovercignLovecom- 
forts, what Rivers of Balm flow trom 
his Tongue, and fprcad themſelves 
with admirable Sweetneſles and refreſh- 
ments into the wounds of afflicted hcarts. 
He gives as it were a forctaſtc of rhe 
Glory to be revcal'd hercafter, and to 
which all preſent Sufterings are not wor: 
thy to be compar'd, that we ſhould e- 
ver have reſpect untothe recompence of 
Reward, and repoſe our whoic confi- 

clence 
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dence in him that has promis'd. He 

{pcaks of his Death in ſo defirabie a man- 

ner, thathe araws his Diſciples into rhe 

higheſt Conl-lation, ar the fame time 

that he humblcs them in the depth of 
Sorrow. 

vba 6. Little Children. The very Appel- 

lation beſpcaks 2a Patcrnal Favour and 

Providence, and that now by his Death 

and Sutlcrings for chem they ſhould be 

call'd, and be the 50n of God. Nor 

do we rcad in th: Holy Goſpel they 

were ever fſtil'd bcfore by tnis Name. 

Whereby he ſeems to ſhow an extraor- 

dinary affection, becaule of rhe Ten- 

dernels of his Lovyc, anc the infirm In- 

_ fancy of their Underilanding and Faith. 

t %ohn 13. 33. © Tet 4 little while I am with you. A very 

little while, bur while Fudas can go to 

the Fews, and return again, and then [ 

ſhall be no longer with you, unleſs 

thar for a ſhort (pace 1 thall ſee you a- 

gain. Not that he was to lcave them, 

and be no more with his Church; For 

as when he came from God he lett not 

God, ſo when he went ro God he left 

not men; anu himicif ſays expretly in 

» Mazt. 28.20. another place, L- 1 m2 with you 4 always 

to the end of the World: Bur becauſe he 

was now ro be with them bur a little 


time in a Viſible Mortal Body, as he 
had 


y _—_ 
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had been hitherto, therefore he ſays, 
yet a kttle while; and that they mighr 
more ardently enjoy him preſent, and 
more diligently imprint in their minds 
what he ſhould ſpcak. 

* Te ſhall ſeek me. For ye ſhall meet * 5%bn 13. 337 
in my abſence Perſecution with great 
Fury, both of Few and Gentile, infomuch, 
that with anxiety ye ſhall deſire my 
Preſence, of which you have thought 
it was * good for you to be there: Be >» arr. 17. 4. 
not therefore terrified, bur prepare for 
the worlt. 

I know the deſires of your Souls are 
with me, and you would rather be for 
ever where Iam. Burt as I faid to the 
Fews, Whither 1 go ye cannot come; Sa 
now I ſay unto you. Neverthelets that 
ye may Aecline as much as poſſible the 
Envy of the World which will hate you, 
becauſe ye arc not of it; and ſupport 
one another under all contingencies 
with mutual conſolation; and after my 
Example of Patience, Mecknels, Love, 
Gentleneſs, and an uvaiverſal Charity, 
trace rhe paths of Divine Perfection Y ,,, _. 
A New Commandment I give unto yott, ; 
that ye love one another : as 1 have loved 
you, that ye alſo love one another. The Pha- 
riſces have obſcur'd the Law by their 
Traditions, and have indulg'd the * -;,,,, 2 

hatred arr. 5, 43- 


FT) 
, 


. 34, 


* John 13.5; 


 7obm 13. 36. Love. 
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hatred of an Enemy : Burt my will is, 
ou ſhouid love your Enemies, bleſs them 
that cirſ- you, do good to 1, em that hate 
yo, and pray for them who d: -ſpitefully uf 
you, and pc 7c Citte 301 : That 9: may be the 
Children of your Farther which is in Hea- 
ven: For he makes the Suz to riſ: on the 
Evil and oa ih: Good, and ſendeth Rain 
on theFuſt and oc th: Unjuſt. And that 
#.all men may ® hereby know you to bc 
my Diſciples, who have loved you free- 
ly, voluntarily and pic: aarily, wirhour 
motive from abroad, and according to 
what is in God, and n2ot what 1s in man. 

Here ic was that Peer throughly 
pterced with the rays of tuch immenſe 
Goodneſs and Cicmency, his Heart | 
melting 1 in the Firc of Love, found him- 
ſelf unable co bear a ſeparation ; and 
would fain know the reaion Why he 
mult be lefe benind, who had never hi- 


— 


therto been deny'd his Socicty ; and 
whither it was the Blieited Jelus would 
go from thoſe, tor whom he hay Cxpreſt 
and ro whom he had taught 0 much þ 
b Lord whither £06 eft thou ? Foun- 
rain of all Bleſſings, what will become 
of me when thou art abſent by whom 
I like and move and have my being? |. . 
If thou ſhalt hide thy Face all will be 3 
Barren, Delolate, and Night, Eternal! 
Night; 


» 


\ 


. 
” Q 
\ 
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Night; or whither is it Thou wilt go, 
that we may not accompany Thee now, 


who upon thy firſt call © Left all ro fol-cr 5 1, 


low Thee, and ever ſince have 4 conting- , 
ed with Thee in all thy Temptations? Have 
[ eſpecially been atiected with ſo man 
Benefits, and ſhall | eyer fall to that In- 
; gratitude ro deſert thee © Have ] been 
| Elected by 
Bread of Heaven,and the living f Waters, 
of Comfort; and taſted thy Celeſtial 


was good for me to be there, and Shall 
I leave thee at the appearance of darn- 
ger? Lord, 1 am reaay to go with Thee 
into Priſon and to Death. 
| day donna my” Life for thy ſake. 
Ah Peter what haſt thou promis'd : 
Thou haſt ſhew'd thy Fideliry bur ha!t 
not confider'd how great a point of 
Wiſdom it is to know ones ſelf. How 
ſoon may a Man loſe that by negli- 
gence, Which he hath by much Labour, 
and a long Time, and a Mighty Grace, 
ſcarcely obtain.d 2 The Proud have fal- 


| len; the Preſumptuous been Ditgrac'd ; 
L the boldeſt talkers in the time of Peace 
4 have been moſt Dejected, and Puliiani- 
p mous in the day of 'Temptation. Thou e- 


p Þ * ſtecmeſt thy ſelf ftrong, bur in the fight 
\ « of God who knows what 15 in Man, 
will 


D 


\ 


thee, and fed with the © * 7: 


IL ff, 
f 4 


ſ 


as | 
Litke 22, 254 


y 


br 6. 33. 


, F 


£ , a '] 
JO00R 7. 3&. 


Joys upon the 8 Mount, and thought it 5 9:77. 17. 44 


j vs 
Jea Twill, Like 22. 33. 
| nn I 3- 37, 


> Luke 22.31, 


m Col. 2.15. 


The Hiftory of 
will be found weak. We cannot truſt 
to our ſelves, for that underitanding is 
often wanting, and the ſmall Light that 
isin us we loſe by Negligence, and 
ſometimes we perceive nor our inward 
Blindneſs, we are moved with Pallion, 
and think ir Zeal. Whenever we truſt 
to our Stock of habitual Grace, and de- 
pend on our own reſolution, we are 
then in a dangerous and declining State. 
For what ſaith che Truth 2 * Sims, 
Simon, behold, Sata»: hath defired to have 
you, that he may fift you as Wheat. Thou 
art not apprchentive of the De- 
vils power, who lies in wait for the 
Souls of the Faithful, and to precipi- 
rate thee into ruine as he has done Fu- 
azs. But I have prayed for thee that 
thy Faich fail not; for he is not yet 


conquer'd and trampled under by the 
. Elect. For this very | purpoſe was the Son 
of God manifeſted that he might deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, Fhe conquelt over 
him and the infernal Powers is to be a 
part of the ® Triumph of my Crols. 


Thou believeſt thou canſt follow me 


inthe way of my Paſſion, but thou haſt 
not yet taſted the Power of my Death. 
For tho there have been ſome who have 
died for their Country, and others have 
expoſed themſelves to be ſlain for their 


Kindred ; 


a o 
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Kindred; yet all chis proceeded from a 

Carnal Afﬀection: But to die for ano- 

ther, in the judgment of Our Lord him- 

ſelf, or to die for an Enemy, this is not 

of the Fleſh; this is the Work of the 

Spirir of God. This ® Winepreſs I muſt * !ſa. 63. 3, 
tread alone. Theſe ſtrengths of Death I 
mult firſt break, to make a way for my 
Ranſomed to paſs. And theretore, tho' 
now thou ſtandeſt, take heed leaſt thou 
fall. ® Perily, Yerily 1 ſay unto thee, thou 
ſhalt not long be inſenſtble of humane weak- 
neſs, for the Cock ſhall not crow till thou haſt 
aenicd me thrice, Neverthelels when [I 
have pulled out the ſting of Death, 
and thou ſhalt be enducd with P Power 
from on High, and have received the 
Holy Spirit to Strengthen thee, and to 
reform thy Nature into an entire Cha- 
rity, then ſhalc thou 9 follow me with * 7 13- 36. 
out dread by the ſame way thar I go 

to the Father. 

Conſidering theſe Speeches, 1 won- 

der not that St. Peter, who had found 

ſuch Fruit and Sweetneſs in the Words 
of Eternal Life, ſuch Virtue in this 
Treaſury of the Power of God, ſhould 
think it bleſſedneſs ro enjoy his Society, 
and to partake with him in the worlt | 
of Miſeries: I rather grieve to ice ſo t 


great a mixture of Faith and Fleſh, I 
D 2 had 


® Fohn 13. 39, 


P Lok, 24 49. 


ES 
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had almoſt ſaid a Predominancy of - the 
latter in the ſame Soul. The deſire and 
purpoſe came from Faith : The Conhi- 
dence and Reſolution came from the 
Fleſh; To let us ſee the holieſt of all 
actions arc too often mingled with Self- 
dependence, Pride, and Preſumprion ; 
and thar all our Confidence ſhould be 
in Grace, and the aſliſtances of the E- 
cernal Spirit. 


Prayer. 


Whew, O when! My Gracious Redeemer, 
wilt thou enable me ſo t) addreſs my Vows, 
that I may withſtand the aſſaults of Tempta- 
t.on, and perſevere in what T promiſe and 
intend. Great are the Snares and Fears to 
which I am Suzject, being caft into a frail 
Body. And with what may I ſupport my 
ſelf Ent by the raviſhins thouzhts of thy in- 
comparable S$weetzicſſes and Compaſſions ? 
Pity my Iafirmitics, Guid: me with thy 
Grace, Open min? yes tha: I may ſe my 
aanger. Strengthen 'my Heart that I may 
fieht Valiantly, and never be wantin? in 
my Fid:lity to Thee. All that I am to have 
I owe to thy Gracions Favour, and T hope 
for Salvation, not by any proportion of my 
own Virtues, but ty the Boundleſs Liberali- 
ties which only do Crown all our Works. 


SECT. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


S 65 © I. 


Of the Legacy of Comferts Chrijt l:#t 
to the Faithful, and his leaving Je- 
ruſalem, for a Terror to Infidels. 


Peter being filenced,and the reſt of the 

Diſcipics bearing no leſs confufion 
in their Hearts then in their Faces, by 
reaſon of rhe great conflict of Indig- 
nation, Shame, and Sorcow, which their 
miſtruſt had raiſed at the Sufferings of 
their Lord, the fall of Fra.zs, and the 
danger of Peter ; The Benign Jeſus re- 
ſumes his Diſcourſe, and opens an ad- 
mirable Trcalury of Comfort; reyea- 
ling the abundant ſufficiency of his 


Kingdom, where he was going to* pre-, 


parca place for them, that they myght 
reign with him for ever: diſcoycring 


J®7. I4. 2,3e« 


himſelf to be the ! Way, rhe Truth, * 7%: 14. 6. 


and the Life; through whom and no 
othcr we have acceſs unto the Father : 
Shewing the wonderful operations of 


Faith, by which all the * Miracics of « 3% x4, 12. 


the Church were to be wrought: Pro- 


miling the Mitjion of another ® Come » 5414 14. 16. 


forter, which ſhould abide with the 
bD-4 Faith- 
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© Fohn 15. 7. ©. 
* John 17. 9. 


yY John 17. 11, 


* John 17 20- 


3 Tobn 17. 24+ 
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Faithful for ever: Teaching the indif- 
penſable neceſſity of union with him, 
and * remaining in his Love to which 
our obedience is the way, and which 
opens a door for our Supplications in 
Heaven : cloſing all with an earneſt * 
Prayer, that they might for ever be pre- 
cious before God ; that his Holy Y Fa- 
ther would take them into his Tuition, 
and protet them in the diſcharge -of 
their Apoſtleſhip, and Z* all others from 
Peril and defetion, who ſhould be- 
lieve on him through their word. That 
they might live ro Teach and Learn 
uniformly what he had taught 'em, as 
he receiv'd it from the Father; and that 
aftcr a Faithful Diſcharge of Dutics in 
the Preachers and Hearers of his Di- 
vine Word, they might arrive to the * 
ſame place of Happineſs, and his Eter- 

nal Glory be conferr'd upon them. 
Amen. Be it ſo, My Jelu. Grant 
unto us Grace to Underſtand, Diligence 
to Conſider, Care to lay up and reduce 
co Practiſe all theſe intimations of thy 
Goodneſs and Will. And ſince the end 
of all is to unite us to thy ſelf, embrace 
us we Beſcech Thee, with the Arms 
of thy Mercy. When Thou art preſent 
all is well; when 'Thou art abſent eve- 
ry thing is difficult, When Thou _ 
keir, 


ſ Chriſt's Sufferings. 29 
keſt, we feel Conlolation; when Thou 
art filent, we have no comfort. How 
hard and dry are our Hearts without 
f Thee; bur how happy is the hour when 
' thou call'ſt us to Spiritual Joys? to be 

without thee is a grievous Hell; to be 
in thy preſence is a {weer Paradice, In 
thee we have protection; without thee 
all are Enemies. In rhee we have a 
Treaſure and a Good above all Goods ; 
without thee we are Poor, and Naked, 
and Deſtiture. Vouchſafe, we beleech 
thee, to dwell in our Hearts, that we 
may live in thee for ever. 
When Jeſus had thus Taught, and 

Pray'd for his Diſciples, and fung an ® * Mark 14.26. 
| Hymn giving praiſc ro the Soveraign 
.  Diſpoler for what was palt, and what 
| was to come ; He went out of the un- 
happy City F:ru/alem, as the Light of 
| the World in the cloſe of the Day, be- 
ing himſelf made the end of rhe Lighr 
| to that miſerable People; and left them 
| in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Dearth, 
as the © Prophet had foretold, 7 have * 7er. 12. 7. 
forſaken my Houſe, I have left mine Her- 
ritage, 1 have gives the dearly Beloved 
of my Soul into the hand of her Enemies. 
For this Egreſſion of Chriſt prefigured 
the deſolation of the 'Temple and the 


City, tne time being come that the 
D 4 Ccarna/ 
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Carnal Worſhip being Aboliſhed th© 
true Worſhip of God ſhould Commenc® 
ia 4 Spirit and in Truth. And of God's 
thus giving them over when they had 
firit lefr him, and moved him thereto 
by their manifold provocations; ano- 


e 1 Kings 9.7 ther © Scripture faith, / wil! cu: off Wael 


$, 9. 
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©, . . + 
out of the Iaza nhich I have given them; 


and this Houſe which T have hallowed for 
ny Name, will T caſt out my fizit, and 1[- 
ratl ſhall be a ProverÞ and a ty-word a» 
mong all people : and at this Fouſe which 15 
high, every one that paſſ:th by. it jhall be 
aſt-niſhed, and ſhall hiſs 3 and they ſhall ſay, 
why hath the Lord done this unto this Land, 
and unto this Houſe 2 and they ſhall aaſmer, 
becauſe they forſook the Lord their God : 
t herefore hath the Lord Erowght upon i hem 
all this evil, 

O let the pcople of the World hear, 
and let all the Nations of the Earth 
tremble. ſacl, the Beloved of the 
Lord is Rejected ; Fernſalew, once the 
Holy City, caſt our of his ſight, and 
his own houſe given up to be deſtroy- 
ed, becauſe of the Tranigrcſiions and 
Obſtinacy of his People. And can 
there be any hope but the ſame 
Sins will ever produce the ſame 
Judgments, or that * except we repent 
we ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 8 Let the 

| Prieſts, 


» 
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Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord weep be- v 
tween the porch and the altar, and let thens 

ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 

not thine heritage zo reproach ; that the hea- 

then Ihould rule over them. Wherefore [bonld 

the y ſay among the people, Where is their God 5 * Jonah 3.8,9. 
And Þ Let Man and Be ft be cover'd with 
ſackcloth, and cry mightily unto God : yea, 
let them turn every one from his cvil way, 
and from the Violence that is in their hand. 
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, 
and receed from his fierce Anger that we 


periſh aot. 


Prayer. a 


Mereiful Father, all whoſe Severity, in 
reſpect of its Aft, is accidental ( for thou 
Heuer brite ſt till inſuſſcrably proved ) who 
lzadeſt us as dear Children by gracious Pro- 
wmiſcs, and n:ver correct: ſt ts tut with the 
Chaſtiſement of Sons, for our Amendment, ” 
and the Example of others, obliging us to 
our Duty, and binding us to our Hip; in: 

Ly a aonble ty? of £4 ve anda Fear ; _ 
O change the hard Fetters of Far iato the 
ineftimal.l: Chains of Love : That, dreading 
thy Juſtice, we may avoid whatſocver may 
expoſe us to it, and ay well for ever in the 
Contern lation of thiſ? Good things .mhich 


thou haſt wrought end prepared for them that 
love thee, 


WW 
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CT Wi [ 
Of the Agony of Chriſt in the Garden of [ : 
Gethſemane. |. 


' O W there wasa Valley between 
Feruſalem and Mount Olivet, of 
the vaſt Profundity of 400 Cubits, cal- | 

led Cedron from the Obſcurity of the } 

place, where Foggs and Milſts ſeem'd | 

to dwell in the bottom, to ſuch as looke Þ 

down into it from the Temple ; and a .. | 

h. 18.1. 1 Brook running there of the ſame Name. | 
Which Brook ſometimes ſwell'd with 

impetuous Torrents, deſcending from 

the hard and lofty tops of Mount Me- 

7ia, and Mount Acra; ſometimes it 
trickled with a gentle Murmur in its 

own Source, without additional Waters, 

inviting the wearied Traveller to reſt ; 


{ 

| 

an Emblem of the V iciſſitude of Hus- 

mane Condition, and the wavering 4 

Image of capricious Fortune, whereby 4 

a Man is ſometimes over-born with 4 _ 

* p/41. 69.12: Force, according to that of David, Save | 
me, O Ged, for the waters are come in, even "\* he 


to my Soul, 1 ſlick faſt in the dcep Mire 
where no eround is, 1 am com: into deep was 
ters, 


| 
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ters, fo that the Floods run over me; ſome- | 
times there is a wondertul Tranquility 
and Smoothneſs over the Face of all 
his Aﬀairs, which burys the apprehen- 
ſion of the leaſt Storm. 

At this Water-courſe, being the Sink 
of the holy City, they us'd to caſt in 
every accurled' thing; as the Powder 
of Maachah's | Idol, which 4ſaſtampr and , 
burnt there; the Idolatrous 2 Altars, , 2 ©* *5- 
that were in Feruſalem; and the * Grove, n 2 Chron. 30. 
that was taken out of the Houſe of the '+- _ 
Lord ; and all the ® uncleanneſs that was « , —- = 
found therein. Which is the reaſon of 16. 
that Metaphorical way in Scripture of 
underſtanding Affliction and Troubles 
by Water, and particularly of thoſe 
Words concerning our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who, after paſſing this, was to enter 
upon his Sufferings, That he ſhould Parink » ſal. 1io. 7. 
of the Brook in the way. Nor may we 
hope to be exempt from it, who have 
given up our Names to be his Follow- 
ers, ſince in the Torrent of Tribulation 
are found the living Waters of Comfort, 
which ſpring up in the Soul unto eter- 
nal Life. 

Here holy 4David paſt in Grief, when « , ;,,,. ;;. 


'] he fled out of his Palace from his Son 23. 
*. Abſolom, and all the Country wept with 


a loud Voice. And now this © Son of * Mark 12. 35. 
Fit David 


"Spe 


f 


—_ er ee el. 
_w —_ — h was . 
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y Luk 10. is | 


x Tre 22. 39- 
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David paſſes over it ſorrowing, in his 
way .to Mount Olivia, (where grew a» 
bundance of Olives ) to meet the Anger 
of his incenſed Father, due to the rc- 
bellious Children of Men. 

The ! Olive ſignifies Peace; and * Ont, 
Glaaneſs ; prefiguring ( it may _ be) the 
Reconciliation ro which his Sufferings 
there were preparatory, and the Joy they 
ſhould create to all Believers : But to 
him ir was to be the Thcatre of unex- 
preiſible Dolours, and to which the 
Diſciples followed with a ſad Heart, 
fearing, and trembling, for the Words 
he had ſpoken, ® That in this night the 
Shepherd ſhould be ſmitten, and the Sheep 
of the Flock ſhould be ſcatter*d abroad, 

We read at other times they went * be- 


fore into every place, whither he himſelf 


wonld come: But the Evangeliſt has ob- 
lerv'd, now they * follon'd him, as una- 
ble to precede in the way of Sufferings, 
( for poor Nature abhors the Croſs, and 
clings to the Principles of Self-preſerva- 
tion ) though aftcr he had ſanCtified it, 
ir became more agreeable, and they 
cmbrac'd it with Alacricy, as defirous 
of nothing more than to bcar about in 
their Bodics the Dying of the Lord Fe- 


fzs, and to be made conformable to his 


Jeath, belicving, Thar in following 
him, 
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him, they ſhould arrive art the ſame 


i. he. 


4% 


Glory. And our ) hope # ſtedfaſt, that * 2 Cor.1. 7. 


as we are Partakers of the Suff-rings, ſo ſhall 


we be alſo of the Conſolation. 


At laſt they arriv'd ata * Village cal- : 


led Gethſemane, \cituate ar the foot of 
the Mount of 0/ives, where were many 
plealant Gardens, into one of which 
he entred with his Diſciples ; as chu- 
ſing a place for his ſatisfactory Pains, 
an{werable to that of the firſc Scene of 
Humane Miſcry, * where Adam tell, and 
ruin'd Mankind, and wherein he might 
beſt atrend the Offices of Devotion, 
Prayer, and Meditation, before his Cru- 
cifixion. Here the {econd Adam would 
begin his Paſſion, in order ts our Re- 
demption from that contagious Guilr 
{pread over his Poſterity by the firſt 
Man ; here he would become obedicnt 
unto Bonds, and mercifully take our 
Sentence upon himſelf, that he might 
free us from all Bondage of Satan, and 


\ vindicate us into the Liberty of the 


Sons of God. 

Behold then on this Stage three mar- 
vellous Agomes, of God and Death, 
Joy and Sorrow, the Soul and the 
Fleſh; beginning in the Swear and Blood 


'] of our deareſt Lord, but ending with 


the loſs of his precious Lite, 
Gocl 


Matt. 


1 ow. 2. $; 
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_ 'b ppb. 10. 7. 
Pſal. 40. 70. 
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God and Death were two things 
yery incompatible, ſince God is the firſt 
and the molt univerſal of all Lives, who 
baniſhes from him all Operations tend- 
ing to Death: And yet the Son of God 
having taken-upon him our Nature, 
would ſuffer in it all the Pains that 
could attend Death, to reſcue us, for 
whom he died, from the Pains of Death 
eternal, 

The Joy of Beatitude was an abſo- 
lute Fruition of Celeſtial Delights and 
Comforts, without any mixture of what 
might interrupt it, or be _— : 
And yer the bleſſed Feſws would 1uficr 
his innocent Soul to be overwhelmed 


with inexpreſſible Griefs, and to deſcend | 


by our Steps to the Anguiſhes of Death, 
to raiſe us to the greateſt Joys of Lite. 

There was alſo a great Duel between 
the affectionate Love, and the Virginal 
Fleſh of Chriſt : His Soul did naturally 
love a Body, which was ſo Þ obedient 
to the Will of his Father, and his Body 
follow'd wholly the Inclinations of his 
Soul. There was ſo perfect an Agree- 
ment between the two Parties, that 
their Separation muſt needs be molt 
dolorous. 


Yer Feſws would have ir fo, and for 


Witneſſes of the Combat, takes m_ 
um 


o—- 


CO 
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him © Peter and Fames and Fohn, com © Mark 14. 33: 
manding the reſt to 4 ft down, and com- 
poſe themlelves, till he ſhould go and 
pray yonder, that they might not be 
moved with any thing that ſhould be. 
fall him, but keep themſelves ſteady 
againſt the Fears of Danger : But theſe 
three Diſciples who had ſeen his Subli- 
mity in his © Transfiguration upon the, . _ 
holy Mount, he would have be preſent . = 
at his extream Dejeion. By that they 
had an undeniable Proof of his Divi- 
nity, when they were ſo raviſhr at the 
Glimpſe of it, that they deſir'd to dwell 
there: By this they were to know the 
Truth of his Humanity, and be able to 
ive a ſure Teſtimony to both, as well 
as learn the Subject of their Imitation 
and Hope. Ye bleſled Spectators, how 
different was this 5ight from that which 
ſo lately fil'd your Eyes, when you 
f ſaw his face ſhine as the Sun, and his ;,,,,.... 
Raiment white as the Light, and Moſes 
and Elias talking with him? He re- 
ceives no Honour now from the Father, 
and that excellent Voice is ſilent which 
roclaim'd him the 8 bel.wed Sop of God, 


d Mark I4. 32+ 


8 Matt. 17. &, 


| and that his Name was Þ Glorified in t 94, 12, a8, 
.him ; Nor from his Face do there dart 


alſy chearful Rays, nor do his Garments 


' appear Glorious, nor the Heavenly 


Cour- 
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Courtiers wait upon him ; bur as a Man 
| daſtiture of all Help, he begins to be 
i Mark 14. 33. 1 afraid, to be forrowful and afflicted, 
ſhewing in himſelf what uſually hap- 
pens to thole who are no more than 
Men, at the approach of ſo great a 

Tempeſt. 

The Evangclifts have in ſuch Lan- | 
guage declard his Agony, as cannot 
but raiſe in us the higheit Admiration 
of the Bitterncis of his Paſſion. He be- 

k Matt. 26.37 an to be * ſorrorful, faith St. Matthew ; 
' 1 Mark ig. 33.10 be fore | amaged, faith St. Mark ; to be 
m Jbis. very ® heavy, iay both ; and yet rheſe 
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Words in our Tranſlation come tar thort 
lurdau, of the ® Original Expreiiions, which ren- 
j—_ Envuybatu. or him ſuddenly, upon a preſent and 
— #%% immediate Apprehenſion, poileſt with 
Fear, Horrour, and Amazement, en- 
compals'd with Grief, overwhelm'd with 
Sorrow, preit down with Conſtcrnation 
and DejeCtion of Mind, tormented with 
Anxiety and Ditquierude of Spirit. 

This he firit expreſt when he ſaid to 
his Diſeiples, Jy Sorl is ® exceeding ſor- 
rowful; and leſt they ſhould not tully 
apprehend the Excels, added, eve; unto 
Death ; as if the Pangs of Death had al- 
ready encompalt him, and the Pains of 
Hell had got hold upon him. He wer 
buc a little farther, before he ſaid rhe 


4 Matt. 26.3 $, 


Rn _—_ 


” Ve. \ ds. ame at... 


| 


'm VI = ad. ad a ——_ 


: 
| 
id 


- 


unto him that was alle to ſave him 
Nor were his Cries and Tears 


Death. 
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from 


{uſhicient Evidences of his inward Suf- 
ferings; nor could the Sorrows of his 
Breait be poured forth, eirher at his Lips 
or Eyes, but the innumerable Pores of 
all his Body muit give a Paſſage to 
more lively Repretentations of the bit- 


tcr Anguiſh of his Soul; and 415 © Sweat * Lite 22. 4 


4s 44 it were great arops of Llood falling 


aown to the ground, according to that of 
the Plalmiit, f 7 azz poured ont like Water, * P/aiw 22.14. 


all my tones are out o; joynt, My Hart at- 
fo in the midſt of my Body i even lk- meli< 


ine Wax. 


His Hcart meicing as it were 


with Fear and Altoniſhmenr, and ail 
the Parts of his Body ac the {ame time 
inflam'd with Anguiih, well mighec riat 
Melcing produce a Fiowiag, and the 
inflam'd and rarefi'd Blood force it ſelf 
a Paiiagerhrough the numerous Pores. 
Bar neither will chete Expretitons give 
us a true Senle of the height and bitrer- 
ne[s of his Grief, unicis we aifo confi- 
der the Occaſions of it; for God laid on 
him the © jniquicies of us all ; and as * 1. 53. 5. 
we were oblig'd to be iorry ſor our par- 
ticular Sins, to was he to be grieved 


tar the Sins of us a 


[]. 
E, 


If then we con- 
{ider 
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ſame to his Father, P falling upon his face, * Matt. 26 39 
and praying with 4 ſtrong cr:ing and tears * Heb. g. 7. 
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ſider the Perfetion of his Knowledge, 
he underſtood all the Sins for which he 
ſuffered, all the Evil and the Guilr, all 
the Offence againſt the Majeſty, and In- 
gratitude againſt the Goodneſs of God, 
which was contain'd in the Sins of all 
Men, paſt, preſent, and to come. If 
we look upon his abſolute Conformity 
to the determined Will of God ; he was 
infam'd with moſt ardent Love ; he was 
moſt zealous of his Glory, and moſt 
ſtudious ro preſerve that Right which 
was {o highly vioſated by thoſe Sins. 
If we look upon his Relation to the Sons 
of Mien, he lov'd 'em all far more than 
they did themſelves; he knew their Sins 
were of themſelves ſufficicat to bring 
Delicuction upon their Bodies and Souls, 
and at the ſame time confider'd them 
he ſo dearly loved, as lying under God's 
Wrath, whom he ſo truly worſhipped; 
and all was heightned with rhe great 
habitual Deteftation wherewith his 1n- 
nocent Nature abhorred Sin, If we 
confider all theſe Circamſtances, we 
cannot wonder at his exceſſive Sorrow : 
For if the true Contrition of one ſingle 
Sinner, bleeding under the Sting of rhe 
Law, only for his own 1niquiries, ( all 


which notwithſtanding he kaowerh nor) '*Þ- 


cannot be performed withour great bit-, 
rernels 


pun LY Vw 
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terneſs of Remorlſe; what Bounds can we 
{er to that Grief, what Meaſures to that 
Anguiſh, which proceeds from a full 
Apprehenſion of all the Tranſgreſſions 
of {0 many Millions of Sinners? 

Add unto all theſe Apprehealions the 
immediate hand of God, preſting upon 
him all chis Load, laying on his Shoul- 
ders at once a heap of all the Sorrows 
which can happen to any of the Saints; 
that he being rouch'd with che *Feeling « jg. 5.15 18, 
of our [nfirmities, might become a mer- 4.15. 
ciful High-Prieſt, able and willing to q' 
{uccour them that arc tempted. And bs 
from hence we mull conclude, That the 
Saviour of Man, as he took upon him 
the whole Nature of Man, ſo he ſuf- 
fer'd in whatſoever he took ; in his Body, 
by Infirmitics and external Injuries ; in 
his Soul, by Fear, Aſtoniſhmenr, and 
Sorrows in both, by unknown ana in- 
expreilible Anguithes. 

Behold, O ye Faithful, the Baptiſm 
of your Redeemer; and think nor any 
longer the Way trait through which 
you are to entcr into Life. Behold how 
he 1s * ſfraiten'd till it be accomplijnt, and * 7 fe 12. 5; 
never do you fink under any Diſcou- 
ragemeart from working ont your Salvation 
with Fear and Tremiling. What matter 
is it how much, or waar we utter in 
E 2 this 


- 
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this Life, ſo at length we may arrive at 
a Bleſſed Eternfgy 2 * 


Prayer. , 

And while we behold our Sins, which are 
the Canſe of all thy Sufferings, O thou af= 
flifted Feſu ! Grant that our imperfett Sore 
row and Contrition may be heightned by thy 
Example, and accepted in Union and Con- 
federacy with it, It was becauſe the tem- 
poral Miſery of a finite Creature could ne- 
wer ſatisfie for the Infinite Guilt of Sin, 
contratted Ly offending an Infinite Majeſty, 
thit thou vouchſafedſt to make an Equiva- 
lent Ranjem, by the Dignity of thy Perſon 
ſuffering. In this thy Love is all our Con- 
fiaence ; in full Aſſ:rance of it we approach 
the Throne of Grace ; and we beſeech thee, 
That we may find Help in the Time of Need. 


DS ————————— —CH__ 


S&T 1. IX 


Of Chriſt's Prayer in his Azony, and his 
admirable Refrenation ef himſclf to God. 


Wi the Holy Feſws had taſted 
this bitrer Cup, being himſelf 


the great Phyſician of Souls, he betook hime ** * EY 


{elf to F] Univgrlal Antidote which , 
f > 


by oi he \ 
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he had preſcrib'd to all the World. For 
having commanded his Diſciples to 
x watch with him, and to pray, leſt they fell * Luk. 22.40. 
into Temptation, ( foralmuch as vain is 
' the Prudence of Fleſh, and unprofitable 
{ all carnal Help, unleſs God be preſent ) 
he withdrew a little way, he Y kneel'd ” Lu. 22. 41. 
aown, he fell on his Face, and * prayd, that * Mark 14.35. 
if it were poſſible, the dreadful hour might 35: 
paſs from him. And he ſaid Abla Father, 
( which name he ingeminates, becauſe 
It is of the greateſt Conlolation to be- 
lieve him a Farther in all our Aflitions, 
and rhat our Troubles proceed from his 
Good Will, by which he deals with us 
as with Sons) All things are poſſiile unto 
thee, and the World might have been other- 
wiſe Redeemed than by my Death : Take a- 
way this Cup from me; This deadly Cup, 
which being arunk, will caſt me into the 
| Sleep of Death. Newerthzleſs, not what 1 
will, but what Thou wilt ; For this is the 
manner pre-determined from Eternity, and 
thus it ouzht te be, and to this end am I 
. come. He prays with an Intention great 
as his Sorrow, and yet with a Submil- 
ſion ſo entire, and a Conformity to the 
; Divine Will fo ready, as if ir had been 
. the moſt indifferent thing in the World 
for him ro be deliver'd to Death, or 


" fromir. For though his Nature did de- 
E 3 clinc 
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cline Death, as that which has a natu» 
ral Horrour and Contradidtion to the 

reſent Intereſt of its Preſcrvation ; yet 
when he lookr upen t as what his Father 
had put into the Order of the Redemp- 
tion of the Wo:ld, ir was then the Bap- 
tifm wherewich be was {traitnecl z/ll 7t 
were accomplijht, and a thing preferrabic 
to all the Pleatares or Life. 


As he had truly taken the Nature of 


Man, he had diilcr:nt Afﬀe&ions of 


Fleih and Spirit, and different Praycrs 
in reſpect of both. The Flelh reloiur:- 
ly ſhunn'd the Crol(s, as what was con- 
raditory to its Preſervation : i he Spi- 
rit corrected and overcame it, bcing in 
Obedience to the Father of >pirits. He 
did not deprecate Dcath our of Fear, 
( for how could the Son of God be a- 
fraid of Death? ) but he pray'd accor- 
cing to the Afﬀection of the Fleſh, that 
he night overcome the Prayer of the 
Fleſh by the Prayer of rhe Spirit, as he 


27. 1ays in another place, * Father, ſave me 
om this Hor ; and preſently ſubjoyns, 


But for this Cau iſe care T to this Hour, He 
ſcems aiio ro have prayd in this man: 
ncr, leit | by tae occation of his Paſjion 
the Condemnation of the Wicked might 
be the greater: For he faw, That by 
Tudxss, one of the Twelve, 
| would 
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would become rhe Son of Perdition, and 
his Conſanguinians the Jews caſt oft, 
and the City and Temple laid watt : 
On the other hand, he knew, "That by 
his Sufferings he ſhould overcome 2he 
Gates of Hell, and break a Way for his 
Redcemed to paſs : And therefore, as 
unwilling they ſhould periſh by his Paſ- 
ſion, he lays, Father, if it may be, let this 
Cup paſs from me; bur for the Salvation 
of the reſt of Mankind, which was to 
be redeemed by his Death, he ® ſays, as 
it were correcting his former Prayer, 
Not my Will, but Thine, be done. T know, 
O Father ! it is the Decree of thy Will, that 
thus it ſhould be, and thus I minſt ſuffer ; 
My Heart 1s ready, my Heart is ready. In 
the Polume of the © Book it is written of me 


b Luk. 22. 42. 


= 


© Pſal. 40. 109. 


that T ſhould fulfil thy Will, O my God: T a5. 1.7. 


am contcut to doit; yea, thy Law is with- 
in my Heart. 

O! what a great Secret is here re- 
yeal'd, which reaches us to hate our 
Soul, that we may preſcrve it; to de- 
ſpiſe itfor a time, that we may Honour 
it tor Eternity; to puniſh it in this Life, 
to give it thereby a perpetual Reſt in 
the World to come ; to handle it rough- 
ly, that ic may be cſtabliſhr in al! De- 
lights, and we may love it without 
end 2 This is the way the bleſſed Fe- 
E 4 ſ#s 
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ſas has taught us to arrive at the chief- 
eſt Point of our Felicity. 


Prayer. 
Thy Will, O God, is the nv afure of Hos 
lineſs : Thy Provid:ace, the great Diſpeſ-r 
of all things, tyins all Fwents tozether in 


ora:r to thy Glory ind the Good of thy Ser- 


wants, by a wonderful myſter1ons Chain «f 


Wifdom : O, let it be alſo the Meaf re of my 
Defires; For I know, That whatſo:vV:r theu 
ſayſt is true, whatſoever thou command:ſt is 
juſt, whatſoever thou doſt is good. &0 ſhall 
I be pleas d with all the Accidents thou fer- 
mitteſt, patient of all the Puniſhin21it thou 
inflieſt, a Low:r of all the Good thou en- 


Joyneſt, and a Hater of all the Evil which 


thou forbidaeſt ; 1ill at laſt my Conformity to 
thy Divin? Will, ſhall ariſe up to the De- 
erees of Union with thee. 


— - 3 FP 6 


Of Chrift's Anxiety for the Security of his 
Diſciples. 

"i HE afflicted Fe{vs, having in few 

i Werds expreit the innocent and 

harmlcſs Deſires of humane Nature, is 

| | | rouchr 


© 
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roucht ar the ſame rimc wich Compaſl- 
ſion towards it, and in the mid'it of 
his Agony returns to viſit that little 
Flock which was 1o ſoon to be diſper(- 
ed, and art preſent liable ro rhe Atlaulrs 
of Satan. Bur, alas! Grief had Sur- 
charg'd rheir heavy Hearts, and Sorrow 
had cloſed their weeping Eyes: So far 
had the Tempter prevail d upon em to 
avert 'em from Prayer, the Meditation 
of rhe Patjion, and the Remembrance 
of their Frailty. 

Finding 'em Slceping, he firſt Ad- 
drefles himtelt ro Peter, who had always 
expreſt moit Zeal for his Interelt, 4 
ſaying, Simon, Sleepeft Then? Is this thy 
Conſtancy, Conrage, and Promiſe ; and ts 
it thus thou wilt go with me into Priſon, 
and to Death? Great Promiſes require 
grear cares; and he that is deeply en- 
gaped, malt be very Vigilant, or very 
Faichlcels, ro his Maſter, How 1s it 
that after ſuch Aſſcve:ations of thy Fi- 
dciity, I find thee art reſt while 1 am 
Sweating Blood ; and that this Garden 
is the Bed of thy Repolſe, which is the 
Theatre of my inimitable Anguith » 
Ah, Simen! couid'tt raou not watch 
one hour? Thou hait much to learn be- 
fore thou canlt follow me. The Nights 
of a Refolv'd Martyr, muſt be ſp:nt 

in 
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d Ma4k1s. 37. 


© Luke 22. 46, 
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in the Studies of Patience, not in ſecurity 
and caſe ; he muſt exerciſe a Holy Cru- 
elry upon his Fleſh by Crucifying the 
Luſts and Afﬀedctions thereof, before he 
can overcome the inventions of his Tor- 
mentors in a holy and undaunted perſe- 


verance. Hadſt thou watch'd with 


me, thou mightelt have received further 
Encouragement in thy Reſolution to die 
for me, and learnt from the extremity 
of my pains willingly to embrace the 
prefent opportunity of Glorify ing God 
by a conſtant Death. 

Then turning to the reſt, he © ſays, 
Why ſl-ep ye? ( For floth is reprehenſible 
in all Chriſtians) it is not a time toreſt 
when danger is imminent, and the grand 
Adverfary as a roaring Lion, walking 
about to ſee whom he may deyour. He 
is full of Wiles, his darts are fiery, his 
inſinuations {ubtile and undiicernable; 


* Mark 14. 38. © Watch therefore and be of good conrage, 


leaſt ye be overcome, and enſnarcd unawares : 
Nor is this enough, .(for none is of him- 
ſelf ſafe without the Almighty's aſſiit- 
ance) and therefore Pray alſo leaſt ye 
entcr iato Temptation; the Spirir truly 
is ready, but the Fleſh is weak. 

I know you have a good mind to en- 
dure the Combat; bur the infirmity of 


the Tabcrnacle hinders the willingneſs 
of 


(% 
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of tne Soul. The Spirit would do what 
it ought; bur rhe Fleſh retards ir from 
irs Duty, which is not affe&ed bur to- 
wards wiiat is convenient to it. The 
Ficth neither willingly Watches nor 
Prays, is atirighted by advertity, flies 
the Crols, is otltended and denies, and 
does nothing that is good / Bur the Spi- 
rit is Contident, Prays, Watches, is con- 
itant in Adverſity, and confeſſes freely. 

Thus as often as the Spirit is com- 
par'd wich the Fleſh, ic fignities the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God and his working in us 


to Will and to Do of his good Plea- . 


ſure; and the Fleth figniftes humane 
nature with all its motions, but with- 
out the help of the Spirit. The Spt- 
rit is therefore willing becauſe it ailects 
what belongs to ir, and moves us to all 
good things : bur the Fleth is Weak be- 
cau{c it is often Rebellious, and not in 
Sublcrviency to the Spirit, according 
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to 8 that of the Apoltie, What 7 would, g rim. 9. 15, 


that ao I not; but what I hate that do I. 11,18. 


New then, it is wo more I that do it, but 
Sin that dwilleth in we. And I know that 
in me (that is in my Fi:{hb) there dvetleth 


' 20 good thing. For thi to will be preſent 


with me, yet to perform that "which is good 
I (ind net. Hereby it came to pals that 
Tudzs and the Fews fail'd not in their 
| diligence 
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diligence to do the evil to which they 
were enclin'd, but the Apoſtles flepr, 
becauſe they were admoniſh'd to dogood. 

Prayer. 

O Lord, thou teacheſt me I am but Duſt 
and Aſh:s, and if I eſteem better of my (lf, 
thou ſtandeſt againſt me who formd'ſt me 
out of the Earth, and my own frailty pre- 
ſently condemns me: But if I a%baſe and 
humble my ſclf, and eſteem my [lf as nothing, 
Thy Grace will be favourable to me, ani th 
Lizht will be near my Fart, and all Self- 
eſteem ſhall be ſwallowed up, and Periſh 
everlaſtin ly in the d pth of my nothingn'ſs. 
There thou ſhoweſt my ſl unto me, what I 
am, what I bave been, and whither I am 
come; for I am nothing, and 1 know it nt. 
O how Meanly and how Lowly onght I to 
think ever of my ſelf 2 how litile, and how 
much le(s then a little ought I to eſteem it, 
if I ſe-m to have any good? O with what 
profound Flumility and Reverence ought I to 
ſubmit to thy Bottomleſs Judgments, in 
c -mpare with which I am ncthing, evenleſs 
th:n nothing? Bleſt be thy Love, Moſt 
Gracious Father, with which thou freely pre- 
venteſt ſo poor a Creature, and relieveſt me 
in ſo many Neceſſities, and preſerveſt me 
rom grievous Dangers, and delivereſt me 
rom innumerable Evils, and would'ſt make 
me ſomethine by Participation of thy Infi- 
nity. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


nity. O give me Grace to be frequent and 
Fervent in the Happy Intercourſe between 
Thee and my Soul, and then ſball T experi- 
ence it my Safeguara againſt Temptation ; 
1 ſhall feel the Wind owing upon my 
Heart, and the Spirit fanning the Sparks 
of Holy Life till it be kindled to a Flame ; 
I ſhall ſee my ſelf Tranſported, and Aſcen- 
ding above all the Allurements and Terrors 
of the Devil, to receive the Unaefiled and 


Immortal Crows. 


SEC i. 


Of the Candour of Chriſt towards his 
Sleeping Diſciples, and his continu- 
ation in Prayer to God. 


Uch was the incomparable Sweet- 
neſs of the Benign Jeſus, to paſs 

ſo fayourable a cenſure upon the Sloth 
of his Attendants, from which a natu- 
ral Man would have drawn Prodigies, 
and repreſented it horrible as the ſhades 
of Hell. For what could be more Rea- 
ſonable then the ſmall Requelt that they 
ſhould watch with him a lictle while 
in his Dreadful Agony undergone for 
their Sakes, the Company of Friends 
| being 
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being ſome {mall Refreſhment to a Per- 


{on under ſuch Sad and Fatal Circum- 
ſtances? Was ic not .their great Lord 


and Maſter whom now they were to . 


attend in his great Anxiety, ready to 
lay down his Lite for them, and: Bleed- 
ing already under the firlt Skirmiſhes of 
Death, and expecting every Moment 
whea all the Powers of Darkneſs would 
fall upon 1m with their urmoſt Fury 2 
Bur ail chele coniiderations were drown- 
ded in a profound {ccurity: The Men 
were a Sleep, and regarded nor, as if 
nothing but Eaſe and Softnels were to 
be dream'd of. A Frodigious Negli- 
gence, the height of Unconcernednels, 
and the Coldeit and Inditicrenteit Atje- 
Ction in the World. Neverihelets he 
imputes it nor to their Supe carelel- 
nels, Ingratirude, or want ot duc At- 
tection; but mcerly tothe Infirmity and 

Weaknets of their Temper, himſelf 
making excuſe when they couid find 

none, from the Frailtics and Necelſliries 

of Indigent Nature. 

And having thus Taught us to put 

a charitable Con:iruction upon thoſe 

Actions which arc capabic of various 

Interpretations, be rececus a liccle way, 
and Praysafter the lame muaner ; if Per- 

adVCnture tlicy would now joyn with 
| him 
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him in Heart, Þ O my Father, if this 1. 114, 26.42, 
Cup may not paſs away from me except I 
arink it, thy Will be done. He had be- 
fore Pray'd with the moſt Humble Sub- 
miſſion and Aﬀectionate Deſires to the 
Eternal Majeſty, the God of all Com- 
fort and Conſolation, and yet found 
not himſelf heard by any abatement of 
his Horrors or Relaxation of his Fears ; 
and now tries a ſecond time, that we 
may not think it much if we are not 
immediately reliev'd from Heaven, eſpe- 
cially when we Pray our of the Aﬀe- 
Ction of the Fleſh. Afterwards rerurn- 
ing again to his Diſciples, he found them 
in the ſame poſture, but much more hea- 
vy with Sorrow, under the greateſt op- 
preſſion of Drowſineſs and Grief; and 
fo far had the Tempter prevail'd upon 
their unwarinels, that they wiſt not 
what to 1 anſwer to what he ſpake. i Mark 14. 40. 

He leaves them therefore the Third 
time, bur with an unſpeakable increaſe 
of Grief, to ſee their Deplorable Con- 
dition as well as his own, fince here- 
by was prefigured rhe obſcuring of 
their Faith, which ſhould immediately 
enſue his Apprehenſion, and his own 
dereliction, that he ſhould be left alone 
co-the Barbarous Cruelty of his Blood- 


Thirſty Enemies, according to _— 
the 
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: Lake 22, 44. 
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& Pſal. 38. 10,the &® Pſalmilt, My Heart panteth, my 
Strength hath failed mr, and the la toht of 


mine t-yes is gone from me. My Lovers 
and my Neightou's did ſtand looking upon 
my trouble, and my Kinſman ſtood afar of. 

But as his Dolours increaſed, ſo did 
his Faith; ſo did his Fervency in Sup- 
plication to God : And it is not with- 
out reaſon the holy Penmen of the 
Goſpel have plac'd the whole event of 
all his Petitions in the Will of his Fa- 
ther For if Chriſt, whoſe Will is not 
divided from thar of his Father, nor 
can Will any other thing then what the 
Father Willerch, did thus reſign him- 
ſelf intirely to thar Will; much more 
ought we to give up our fe.ves, whoſe 
Will is often Rejuanrt to the Divine, 
and to whom it would many times be 
a detriment if God jnould Grant us all 
that we would. 

! Here therefore the Evangeliſt lays, 
he Pray'd more earnelily with the ut- 
moſt intention of all the powers of his 
Soul ; whereby he has ſhew'd us thaj 
Prayer is our Ttcalury, where all Blef! 
{ſings are kept in ſtore, our Armory, 
where all our *Strength and Weapons 
are laid, the only great Prelervative 
and Conſervation of our Peace, the 
yery . Vital heat of Divine Love, .the 
Sanctu#- 


- 
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Santtuary of Troubles, and the Cure 
of Grief; and that the Principal Leſſon 
of ſaving Chriſtianity, is to deſire only 
what God will, and to execute all the 
Decrecs of Divine Providence as our 
chiefeſt helps to atrain Perfeion. 


Prayer. 


O Heavenly Guide of our Devotion and 
Love, who hiſt Commanded us in thy 
Ward, and Taught us by thy Example, to 
offer up Prayers in all our N cefſities ; Give 
unto thy Servant the Spirit of Supplication, 
a great Defire, and a pregnant Hope; ad 
let the Beams of thy Holy Spirit d:ſc:nd- 
ins from above, enlighten and kindle it 
with great Fervors, holy Importuzities, and 
an unmwtaried and unſatisfied InduſIty ; that 
T may ſeek Thee and obtain tvy Bl:ſſins by 
the aſjiduity of an ardent Z;al, and the 
perpetuity of Religious Offices, Santtifie 
my Hart, that I may San#tifi: thy Name ; 
aud let my Otlations come before thy Pre- 
ſence, and the liftinz up my Flands be a dai- 
ly Sacrifice, Unite my Prayers to thy Por- 
erful Interceſſion, and to a Communion of 
thoſe Offices the Bl:(ſed pay at the Celeſtial 
Altar ; that my Prayers teing hallowed by 
NW thy precicus Merits may Aſcend thither where 
|. thy Glory arrells, 1d whence Mercies and 
( F Bene« 


_ 
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Benedi@ions Deſcend upon the Church. So 
ſhall I be mript in Contemplation of thy 
Bounties, atſorpt in conſideration of thy 
Beauties, and wholly dive into thy Heart 
by the Sacred ardours of Love. 


TE 1. AL 


Of the Glorious Effet? of Chriſt's Prayer, 
and God's Fathcrly Kindneſs to all 
that call upon him Faithfully. 


# Leſſed are all they whoſe daily 

exerciſe is to converſe with God 

by Prayer, offered with an humble Re- 

ſignation ro his Will, a Patient Hope, 

and a Strong Faith; ſince the mighty 

Eftes recorded in Scripture ſcem ro 

have raiſed us to a certain Omnipoten- 

” Matt.21.22. CY, That ® whatſoever we ask in Prayer 

believing we ſhall receive, and that all 

" Mark 9. 23. things ſhall be " poſſible to him that ſo 
believeth. 

This is the Sovereign Charm which 

” 2 Kings 20.5. has ® cured Sickneſſes, made the P Barren 

AD 2% fruitful, ſlopt the months of 4 Lions, quencht 

Dan. 3. 28. the violence of * Fire, opex'd and ſhnt he 

| Jon rat ſtorehonſes of | rain, arreſted the © Sun, 

19 12. "and ftay'd the Chariot of the Moon, driven 


anyway 
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away temptation, overcome the * Devil, " 2 Cor. 1/9 © 


procur'd the Miniſtry and Service of * An- 


zels. 
Thus while the Holy Jeſus was com- 


bating with - the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and (triving with Death in an inexpre(- 
ſible Agony, at his reitterared Prayers 


to God, there appear'd an Y Angel to 
him from Heaven ſtrengthnins him; by 
repreſenting to him how necellary it was 
that he ſhould die for the Glory of God, 
whole Juſtice, Power, Wiſdom and Mer- 
cy ſhould ſhine forth in his Sufferings : 
That unleſs he did die all the World 
ſhould Periſh, bur his Precious Blood 
ſhould obtain their Pardon, open the 
Gates of Heaven, repair the ruin of rhe 
Angels, eſtabliſh a holy Church upon 


Earth productive of innumerable adops ... . 


ted Children to God, whom himſelf 
ſhould make heirs of rhe Celeſtial Pa- 
radiſe: Thar his Paſſion ſhould be ſoon 
over, his Father ſo far hearing and 
granting his Requeſts, that the Cup 
ſhould tpeedily paſs from him, and that 
it ſhould be followed by a Glorious 
Reſurrection, with Eternal Reſt and 


Glorification of his Humanity, with 
- the Exaltation of his Name above all, 


with a Supreme Dominion over Hell 
and Death, and that his Father would 
F 2, make 


Y Luke 23.4 


" Mark 9.29. 
* 2 Kings 19. 
35. Dan.6.:2. 
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make him King of Kings and Prince 
of his Holy Catholick Church. 

Such are the Kindneſſes the Almigh- 
ty has in ſtore for all that place 
their whole Strength and Confidence in 
his Goodneſs; ſuch .is the admirable 
Diſpenſarion of Spiritual Comfort, 
wherewith he Viſits and Relieves his 
Servants; That tho he docs not always 
take away the Evil becauſe of the,cnds 
of his Providence which are to be ſer- 
ved, yet he comforts Internally, and 
gives powcr to bear it: Tho' he does 
not immediately remove the preſſure, 

and it may be will not till the © third. 
time, that is, after a long expectation, 
a paticnt Sufterance, anda laſting Hope ; 
2 107,10. 13, YET in the intrim he ® ſupports with a ſe- 
cret Hand, and in his own time will re- 
freſh the Soul with Vifitations of his Anzels 
and the comforts of his Spirit, Know this 
aiſo that not only the Holy Angel, but 
> A72rt.18.20, the ® Lord of Angels himſelf ſtands by 
cvery Godly Perſon when he Prays, 
and tho' he drew before his glorious 
Preſence the Curtain of a Cloud, which 
renders him inviſible, yer he takes care 
we thall not periſh, and in a juſt ſea- _ | 
{on ciflolves the Cloud, and makes it; » 
G:tiul healing Dew, Sweet as Manna, 
Picalant 25 Nard, and.wholcſom as the 
breath oi Elcaven. Prayer. 
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Prayer. 


= | Heavenly Father, by the Agony of thy 
vb Son, 1 cannot but perceive ſo great muſt 
1 . 
" have been thy Terror at the remembrance « 
, thy incenſed Majeſty, and before the Tribu- 
| nal of thy Juſtice: For if thou enter into 
: Fudement with thy Servants, who ſhall an- 
. {wer thee one of a Thouſand? And if 1 
Yy | bring not the Nuptial Garment, I muſt hold 
1 my Peace, and be caſt out. But when 1 
: confider thine infinite Compaſſions and 
Mercies, wvouchſaft to all that call upon 
thee faithfully, and how thou haſt ſcat forth 
thy holy Angels to Miniſter to thoſe who 
| 49 
* Fj ſhall be Heirs of Salvation: My Spirit ye- 


: wives, and I caſt my ſelf wholly into the 

. Armes of thy Protettion, beſeeching thee 

; to give them the charge over me to direct 

. and keep me in all my ways, that with them 

s and Archangels, and all the Hoſt of Hea- 

ven, I may Laud and Glorific thy Holy 

Name for my Preſervation and Salvation, 

: for ever. 

1 
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Of the Apprehenfion of | Chriſt by his 
own Permiſfon, and the Horror of 
Tuaas's Fypocrifie. | 


"| He Aﬀidted Jeſus ſupported by 

theſe Refreſhments againſt the 

worſt events that were to follow, re- 

turns to his Diſciples, and awaking 'em, 

a c tells *em, they might now ſleep on and 
” Wt ©» rake their re#, if they thought it a time 
lor ger to remain there where danger was ſo 

near, and the Betrayer at hand, And 

ſcarce were they offering to depart 

thence, when Lo, Judas, who had fold 

s 7okn 18. 3. him, * came with Lanthorns and Torches 
becauſe of the O: ſcurity of the Night, and a 

reat multitude with Swords and Staves 

from the Chief Prieſts and Elders of the 

prepl: to take him. A Captain now of 
Murderers, and rhe Furious Rabble, 

who was ſo lately a Companion of 

Chriſt ; a Betraycr of his Maſter, and 

bur juſt riſen from his Table; forger- 

ful of his Piety, Hope, and Ofihce, 

and preferring a little alchy Lucre be- 

fore the incltimabic Bleſſings of his 


Calling ; 
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Calling; The diſmal Figure of all A- 
poſtate wretches. 

How great an Advantage had this 
Miſerable Diſciple tro know where his 
Maſter was, and where he might be 
found, if he had made a right ule of 
it? For what does the © Bride in the «© cox. 1. 7. 
Canticles deſire, but tell me O thou whom 
my S ul loveth, wh:re thou feedeſt, ana 
and where thou lieſt down? Bur abuling 
his knowledge to his own deſtruction, 
and ſorflich more wicked then rhe reſt 
of the People, as the Serpent was by 
being wiſer then theother Creatures,and 
for chat a more opportune inſtrumeat of 
Homicide to the Devil ; the Devil makes 
uſe of him to deſtroy the Celeſtial 
Man in his Body, as he had made uſe 
of the Serpent to deſtroy the Terreſtrial 
in his Soul. 

Bur Jeſus nothing ſurpris'd at what 
he fore-knew would come to pals, and 
to give an undeniable evidence that his 
Dearth was voluntary, and not cauſed 
by the Treachery of Man; prevents 
the Betrayer, and * offers himfelf ro * 5, 18. 4 
his Enemies, alone againſt a mul- 
titude, unarm'd before their Wea- 
pons, plain and ſincere without regard 


| bo to their Malice. 
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* 70h 12. 36. He had formerly 8 hid himſelf when 
they admir'd his Miracles, and ® de- 
arted from 'em privately when they 
would have made him a King. But 
now he meets chem notwithſtanding 
their Hoſtility, becauſe the hour pre- 
fixed by the Father was come. For as 
we are not to tempt God by inconſfide- 
tate Raſhneſs in our affairs, fo are we 
chearfully to reſign up our ſelves to his 
will and obey him with great readineſs 
of Mind, when he calls us to fJffter for 
a good Conſcience,and for trheContirma- 
tion of his Truth. He teaches us Sub- 
miſſion is the way to exaltation while 
he expects to aſcend unto the Father 
from the Croſs, and lets us learn for 
the Hope of future Glory to deſpiſe 
all preſent and Momentary Evils, and 
not conſider whar it is we ſuffer, bur 
that it brings us to the Father. - 
He might juſtly have reprchended 
'em for their Ingratitude and Impiery 
againſt ſo many Benefits he had con- 
terr'd on them, or deſiroy'd 'em with 
tne leaſt breath of his Diſpleaſure, as 
unworthy of Life who came to deſtroy 
the Lord of it. But now was the time 
of Nicrcy and not of Judgment, of 
Patience and Long Suffering, and not' 
of Angcr, and the greateſt Evil was to 
_— bs 
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be overcome of Good. He asks in the 
molt familiar, though convincing man- 
ner, * Whom ſrek y22 and whar would 
you have? Is it an Enemy, or a Rob- 
ber, again{t whom you are come with 
theſe Arms? or have ye heard of any 
Inſurrection againſt the State, or Re- 
bellion againſt Ceſar, that ye have made 
this great Preparation ? or do ye come 
out againit an innocent Perſon, who {at 
daily with you in the k Temple teaching, 
and ye laid no hold on him? If this bz 
your [ntention, you might long {ince 
have taken him ; there needed nor this 
Charge, and Trouble, and Pains. But 
conſ1der what it is to deſtroy a harimlcls 
Man : The Blood of the Guiltleſs } cries fr 18 
the ground to Heaven, and how much 
more will the Blood of rhe Son of God :? 


They anſwering ſaid. ® We ſeek Feſus of 


Nazareth. And F:{#s ſaid unto them, 1 
am He. 

Terrified at which Sound of the Di- 
vine Voice, they went ® backward, and 


fell to the ground ; The fatal Omen that 


all ſhall be caſt down that riſe up againit 
the Lord and his Anointed, bur particu- 
lar Intimation of the Fall of that People 
whom his Miraculous Works had ren- 


SF \dred inexcuſable. For if he did this 


in the Form of the Lamb, what will 
| he 


i Fob. 18, g. 


k Mark 14. 44- 


! Gen, 4- 10, 


m Johz 18. 5. 


n 7%. 18. 6. 


F Ges. 7.9. 
Das. 6. 22. 


8. 16. 
9. 22. 
10. 21. 


= \ Lak. 10. 19, 
| \ JG 7.19, 
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he do when he comes in that of the Lr 
on? If he did this, being himſelf ro be 
judged, what ſhall he do when he comes 
to judge the World? If he did this when 
he was to dye, what will he do when 
he ſhall Reign eternally 2 If ſuch were 
the Dew of his Sacred Word, who ſhall 
be able to abide the Thunder > 
The leaſt Rays of Divinity are fo 
powerful in Nature, that its very Sha- 
dow cannot be ſeen by us without a 
holy Horrour and Concern: Which is 
the Reaſon rhat even Virtue has fuch 
venerable Attractives, we cannot ap- 
roach it without Love and Revercnce. 
Yea, the Soul of a juſt Man is the 


» Jai. 57. 15.3 2 Throne of God, the Theatre of his 


Power, the Liſt of his Courſes, the 
Field of his Battles, and the Palace in 
which he makes his Abode ; which is 
the Caule rhe Saints have done ſo many 
Wonders in the World, the P wildeſt 
Beaſts changing their Natures before 
them, and all the 4 Elements, though 


iaſenlible, {ceming reaſonable to obey 
them. 


Bur the Divinity and Humanity of 


the Bletſed Feſzs did fo communicate in 
Ettects, from his Nativity to the day | 
of his Dcath, that nogrear Action paſt, 
bur as the Sunſhining through a Cloud, 


they 
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they gave 1Iluſtration and Teſtimony to 
each other. He was born a tender and 


crying Infant, but was ador'd by the ' M#: 2: 71. 


r Wiſe men as a King, and by the ! An- * Zu. 2. 13. 


gels as a God. He was circumciſed af- 


ter the Law as a Man, bur had a *Name : ;,z . 2. 
given him which ſignified him to be the 

Saviour of the World. He fled into 

Eeypt, like a diſtreſſed Child, under the 

Condutt of Helpleſs Parents; and as 

{oon as he centred into the Country the 

u [dols fell down and confeſt his Divi- »1/3i. 19. r. 

nity. He was preſented in the Temple £5 4 *- 


monſ*. c. 20, 


as the Son of Man, but by Simeon and g. 3:hanz{ !ib. 


Anna was * own'd for the ' Mefſtah, and 4: rcarnar. 
celebrated with Divine Praiſes. He was* 77 . oþ 
baptiſed as a Sinner by Fohn in Forday, zs. 
bur the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon 
him, proclaim'd him the * Beloved Soy * 7ob. 3.17. 
of God, He was hungry in the Wilder: 

neſs, and tempted as a Mortal, but was 


ſupported by his Divinity, and rhe holy 


y Angels came ana miniſtred to him as ſu-y wa... 
pream Lord, A little before his Pallion, 
\ when he was to take upon him all Af- 


fronts, Miſeries, and Exinanitions, of 


_ the moſt deſpiſed and abject ; he recei- 


ved Teſtimonies from above, and was 


R wonderfully rransfigur'd upon the Z holy Matt. 17. 2. 
\Mount. And now, being to be taken by * *#+ '- 15: 


rude hands, they are repell'd by the 
Ma- 


ron 


2 Toby 18, 7. 


d 7obn 18. $. 
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Majeſty of his Perſon and the Glory of 
his Preſence. 

Secing therefore they had no Power 
to take by without his Permiſſion, he 
recoyers them out of their Confuſion 
with the ſame Words, ſaying unto 'em 
again, * Whom ſeek ye ? And when they 
faid, Feſws of Nazarcth; he anſwered, / 
have told y'u, I am he. If then you are 
ſent to take him, 1 reſign my ſelf, I am that 
Feſus, 1 am your Priſoner, let theſe go their 
way: That the ® Saying might be fulfil- 
led which he fſpake of his Diſciples, 
Of them which thou gaveſt me have I loſt 
none ; and that he n:ight give Demon- 
ſtcation of his infinite Charity, while to 
ſave others he would be ſlain himſelf, 
according to that of the © Prophet, / 
have trodden the Winepreſs alone, and of 
the Peopie there was none with me, 

The 'Lruth would conceal nothing, 
though he knew it would lead him to 


Bonds, Irriſion, Scourgings and Death. 


Bur, O God! What Hypocriſies, what 
Counterfeitings and Lyes are there in 
the Intentions and Practices of Sinners, 
whoſe Hearts are deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked, who 


can know 'em? Fudas had fold him, bur _ 


is not contented, unleſs he alfo ſignifie 


him by a Sign to the Multitude, that 
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he may be (ure rhey may not miſtake ; 
et nor a common token neither, bur 
full of Hypocriſic as well as Hoſtiliry ; 
d1/homſoever 1 ſhall kiſs that ſame s He huld 
him f.j!. He draws near with a leem- 
ing Endearment, and according to the 
Expreſſion of Oriental Civility after Ab- 
ſence, gives the treachcrous Sign. He 
breaks the Peace by the Symbol of 
Kindneſs: He begins his Enmity with a 
Kiſs : He thought as yer his Malice was 
undiſcover'd, and he might deceive his 
Maſter by a feign'd Love, that he 
might not endeavour to fly, or hide 
himſelf. 

Dreadful Impiety ! whicli ſtands in 
oppoſition to the Divine Virtue reſiding 
in the Boſom of God. The deſign of 
God is to be known ſuch as he is; the 
deſign of the Hypocrite is to appear 
what he is not, to erect a Sepulcre ex- 
ternally glorious, with Marble, Gild- 
ings, Characters and Titles ; bur with- 
in, Bones, Putrefation, and Aſhes, a 
Retrear of Serpents, a Den of Dragons. 
And thus it is he damns himſelf by the 
very means which ſhould fave him, 
Profeſſions which it true, would doubr- 
teſs be accepted. Bur he mingles Vir- 
the with execrable Vices, good Actions 
curſed Intentions; magnitics Sin by de- 
bauch- 


7 


4 Mat. 26. 48 
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bauching Piery, and might much more 
innocently profeſs wickednels. 

It is not more remarkable that Chriſt 
throughout the Goſpel has given ſuch 
ſtrict Caution we ſhould beware of this 

* Mar. 16.6 © Leaven, and denounces the ſeverelt 
f Mec:. 23.14. f Puniſhment againſt it, than that he 
does at this time ſo patiently bear with 

it in the known Betrayer of his Life: For 

he treats him ſtill with unparalelPd 

« 5:. 26. 40. Kindnels, ſaying, 8 Friend, wherefore art 
thou come > I invite thee to Friendſhip, tho' 

T know what thou hiſt been atout. I am 

ready to forgive thee, and to reſtore thee to 

thy Station. Conſider what thon art doing, 

and how little I have deſerv/d it. Who & 

it has brought thee, or what has forct thee ? 

Others are inſtigat:d, but thou comeſt of thy 

ſelf; and therefore thou haſt the greateſt Sin. 

O JuJas ! 7 pitty thee however, andthy Per- 

dition troubles me, for whom I ſuffer iz vain. 

Alas ! for what art thou come? for thy own 
Deſtruction, and not for mine; the firſt per- 

ſon in whom my Blood is depriv'd of its fruit 

and ſaving efficacy. My poor Servant, where- 

ore art thou come? why in this manner, and 

what means this Kiſs: Why doſt thow add 

Fypocrifte to thy Guilt, and endeavonreſt to 


out-do all in Malice? Thon thinkeſt to de>+. 


ceive me, and I long fince knew it ; nor t; 
it bid from me what thou haſt been ating 
with 
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with the Jews, and what now thou intendeſt, 
to deliver me into their hands, Let the 
convince thee how great a Crime it is to de- 
liver the Innocent to Death. At leaſt con- 
fider when thou betrayeſt and at what a price 
thou haſt ſold my Blood: For tho hitherts 
T have nam'd my ſelf but the Son of Man, 
know now, thou delivereſt the Son of God ; 
thy Father by Creation, thy Lord by Preſer- 
vation, thy Saviour by Redemption, thy Bro- 
ther by Incarnation, thy Maſter by Do@trine, 
thy Friend by Election, and thy Fudge by 
final Retribution, Behold how many Sins 
thou committeſt in one Act, and all with a 
Kiſs, under the fign of Love. Thw u« the 
end for which thou art come, to ſhed my 
Blood by the Office of Charity; and to put me 
to Death by the Inſtrument of Peace, © 
Ah! Chriſtian, let us no longer ſay 
with our ſelves, ſuch a one has done 
us harm, and no man can put up the 
wrong ; bur think with our ſelves, what 
our great Maſter ſaid to him that be- 
traid him with a Kiſs to Death ; Þ Fu- 
das, betrayſt thou the Son of Man with 4 
Kiſs? who would not be ſoftned with 
theſe words 2 What Heart would not 
ſuch a Voice bow, and encline to it? 
'What Tyger, what Addamant is there, 
that it would not move? Say not to 
me hereafter, Such a one is a Decci- 
yer, 
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ver, ſuch a one is a Murderer, and the 
like, and I cannot abide him, TI will 
proſecute him ro Death : [ tell rhee, if 
he be ready to thruſt his Dagger into 
thee, and to baptize his Right hand in 
thy Throat, kits that Righr hand, and 
embrace that Bagger, fince Chriſt kiſt 
the mouth of his Betrayer and Mur- 
therer. Thou art the Servant, [ ſay, of 
him that kiſt the Traitor, ( for I will not 
ceaſe to repear it again and again ) of 
him that ſpake words to him ſofter than 
2 Kiſs, and {weeter than the kindeſt 
Blandiſhments of Love: For, mark it, 
he docs not ſay, O! thou Villain, thou 
Traitor, doſt rhou make me this Re- 
quital for all my Kindneſs? Burt he on- 
ly ſays, Judas, calling him by his pro- 
per Name, Carr'{t rhou find in thy heart 
to betray me on this faſhion2 Yea, I 

may oblerye thar he calls him Friend, 
which is a Word of grear 5weetnelſs to 
ſuch an unworthy Perlon; and after 
this, he does nor ſay, Why doit thou 
betray thy Maſter, thy Benefa tor, thy 
Lord, the Miah 2 Bur, Why betrayeſt 
rhou the Son of Man with a Kiſs? It he 
was rot thy Malicr, yet would'ſt thou 
betray any Man who deals {0 courte-' 
ouſly wirn ace, and vouchtafes ro kiſs 
thee, Cru when thou betrayelt him 
with 
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with that Kiſs O! what an Example 


has the bleſſed Feſws given us in this 
Action of Humility and Forgiveneſs 


Prayer. 


O Light cternal and Fountain of Parity, 
who ſeeſt all things, and art incapable of 
Mixture ; Whither ſhall I zo then from thy 
Spirit, or where ſhall I hid: my ſelf from thy 
Preſence > I; I climb up into Heaven, thou 
art there ; if 1 go down to H-ll, thou art there 
alſo. i Ttake the Wings of the Morning, 
and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, 
even there aiſo ſhall thy Hand l:ad me, and 
thy Right Hand ſhall hold me. If 1 ay, pers 
adventure the Darkneſs ſhall cover me; the Mis 
[hall my Night be turned into Day ; for the * 
Darkneſs is no Darkneſs with thee, but 1 


Darkneſs and the Light to thed art both atik 
and thou art he that haft covered me in” 
Mothers Womb. Grant me, I beſzech thee, 

that Tnnocency of Intention, that [ may ne" 

ver 70 about to deceive othe 7s, or to hide my". 

ſelf from th ” Sight, who feet in ſecret, Unt 'Y 

wilt reward openly, and hateſt our Conceal- 

ment even beyond our Sin: 1 For he that i Prov. 28. 13, 
covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper, but 

wholo confeſſeth. and foriakerh them, 


ſaall haye Mercy. 
G $8 C-T. 
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S&T TI. XIV. 


Of the Rizour of Chriit's Enemies at his 


Apprebenſ on. 


Hee: are Hearts of Wax, capable 

of Divine Impreſſion; ( and bleſ- 
ſed are all they that arcready toreceive 
it) and there are Hearts of Marble, 
Rocky Hearts, reverberating Minds, 
which beat back all Kindncſles, and arc 
rather hardned than ſoftned by * em; it 
being the Purpole of the Almighty, That 


either Grace ſhall cure Sin, or acciden- 
rally cncreaſe ir. Such were the hearts 


offthele Ravenous Wolves, who now 
wiouſly ſtorm againſt the Lamb of 
| \ being their & Hour, and the 
Power of = ry 

All Thoughts of Divinity, Truth, 
Juſtice, and Humanity ir ſelf, arcin the 


- mean time ſuſpended by che Malice of 
_ Satan inſtigating their Rage; who re- 


preſents him to their Fancics as the 
worſt of Mankind, a molt pernicious 
Seducer and Subverter of their Religion, 
whoſe Ignominy and Puniſhment would + 
be {ſo much more grateful to their Prin- 

CCS, 


/ 
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ces, by how much more Cruelty it was 
cxecuted upon him. With their Swords 
and their Scaves they proclaim their 
Malice ; and there were {ome had hard- 
ly Patience to wait his Tryal, (as uſu- 
ally happens in popular Tumults) for 
how ſhould they ſpare him in their firſt 
hear, who never after left perſecuting 
him, till he expir'd on the Croſs ? 

It is in vain for the Diſciples to at- 
tempt a Reſcue; and Peter's Zeal is 
here more unſeaſonable than ever. He 


draws his 1 Sword, and ſtrikes one of! 706. 18. 0. 


the forwardeſt, a Servant of the High- 
Prielt, by name, Malchus, and cut oft 
his Ear ; bur is immediately rebuked for 
the Intemperance of his Paſſion ; and 


the Miſchief he had done Feſws ®! heals ® Luk. 22.58. 


with a Touch. ( For the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion was not ſo to be Planted, nor were 
{uch to be the Arms of the Catholick 
Church, whom Tears and Prayers were 
to become better than any illegal Ex- 
preſſes of Revenge.) The Lord him- 
{elf will now be wounded of Sinners, 
rather than the meaneſt Slave ſhall ſut- 


fer ; nor may the ® Angels themſelves = ya. 6. 5;. 


aſſiſt him, who had miniſtred to him 


at all other Seaſons of his 9 Neceſſity, 713 


and prefery'd the Faithful from the hand 


of their Enemies : For the Scriptures 
G 2 Were 
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were to be fulfill'd, That thus it muſt 
! John 18.11. be, It is the Þ Cup which the Father 
has given him, and he reſolves to drink 
it. 

Thus being permitted, they took Je- 
4 7b, 18. 12, #5, and 4 hound him. Theſe cruel Rob- 
bers lay violent hands upon the Biſhop 
of their Souls : This degenerate of-ſpring 
riſe againſt cheir Father : Theſe Chil- 
dren of Darkneſs (cize the. true Light : 
Theſe hardned Sinners captivate their 
God; and regardleſs of all the Miracles 
and Mercics he had wrought for 'em, 
who lent not his hand of Pity to the 
lapſed Angels, bur took on him the pe- 
*Hev. 2.16. rithing Sccd of their © Father, and dai- 
ly ſupported: them by the Arm of his 
Power, and went about doing. good : 
They bind him with Cords, ( as Judas 
had premoniſhc *em, That ſame #« he, 
hold him faſt ) hoping thereby to ſecure 
' 50bn 11, 48. themſelves from the ! Romans, who,up- 
on pretence of ſome Inſurrection tohave 
been made by him,might have come and 

taken away their Place and Nation. 
Bur as Men have different Sentiments 
of Chriſt's Sufterings, ſo have his Suf- 
ferings ditterent Ette&ts on them; and 
f Judz. 16. 30. AS © Sampſon, taken by the Philiſtines, 


ſlew more at his Death, than he had' 


done in all his Life; and the Caprive 
| Ark 
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u Ark was the Cauſe of great Affliction; * 1 Sm. 5. + 


ſo Chriſt's Bonds became the Deſtru- 
ion of the Jews, for which they were 
ſhortly after given up to the Romans, 
and ever ſince have ſought for a Deli- 
verance in vain: Whereas to thoſe who 
look on 'em with the Eye of Faith, how 
they were in order to our Deliverance 
from the Tyranny of Sin, Death, and 
the Devil, they are become Liberty, Re- 
demption, and Salvation. 


Prayer. 


O Sweeteſt Jeſu, who didſt receive Judas 
with the Aﬀettion of a Saviour, and -ſuf- 


fer'd him to kiſs thy Cheek with the Serenity 


of God, and didſt cure the wound of the Enc- 
my with the kindneſs of a Parent and the 
tenderneſs of an infinite Pity, and aidſt per- 
mit the Soldiers to bind thee, with Paticace 
exemplary to all Ages of Martyrs ; O kifs 
me with the Kiſſes of thy Month, embrace 
me with the Entertainments of a Gracions 
Lord, and let my Soul dwell and Feaſt itn 
thee, who art the Repoſitory of eternal Sweet- 
neſſes. Bind me with thoſe Bands which 
tyed thee faſt, the Chains of Love, that I 
may get my Liberty. Cure. my Wounds Ly 
the touch of thy hand, and let the Breath of 
thy Month reſtore me to the Integrity of 4 

| G 3 huly 
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holy Penitent ; That ſo I may pleaſe thee, 
and love thee, and fing Praiſes to thee for 


my Deliverance, for ever ana ever 


—_———— 


——_ 


TEST 1. AV. 


Of the ſorrowful Separation of Chriſt and his 
Diſciples, his firſk Examination Lefore 
Caiaphas, and incomparable Clemency to- 
wards his Diſciples. 


; HE Diſciples terrified with the 


Inſolence of the Multitude, who 
were now practiſing all things that 
might ſignifie their Contempt and en- 
creaſe their Rage towards their ſilent 


> Mor. 26. 56. Captive, * forſook him, and fled, but 


with trembling Hearts, and pierc*d 
through with a thouſand Darts of Grief. 
For their Condition muſt needs be mi- 
ſcrable, and this a lamentable Separa- 
tion, when having left all for him, they 
muſt leave him too, whom they loved 
better than their own Parents, and that 
in the hands of his cruel Enemics. The 
time paſt caus'd 'em to remember all the 
Gracious Words they had heard, all 
the mighty Works they had ſeen; the 
preſent, with the greateſt Atliction that 
= _ ©. -  n—_—_— 
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might be repreſented, to their Fancies, 

all che Bleilings they were to loſe; and 

that which was to come, could be no- 

thing elſe ro 'em but a bottomleſs Pir 
of Terrour and Affrighrment. They 
apprehended, both for themſelves and 
their Maſter, as many Dangers as there 
arc Thorns in the Woods; could pro- 
miſe to themſelves nothing bur endleſs 
Miſeries, Days without Comfort, and 
Nights full of Horrour; in the deep 
Scnſe of which they pour'd out thcir 
Tears, frequently intcrmingling the moſt 
dolorous Sighs, having no other Elo- 
quence bur that of their hcarts. 

On the other hand the compaſſionate 
Feſus was much more troubled to be 
parted from thoſe whom he had choſen 
from among all Men, and carried about 
with him, as it were 1n his Boſom; for 
the Pr. pher ſaia, ſpeaking in his Perſon, 
x fays, Can a Woman forget her ſucking 
Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion 
on the Son of her Womb 2 Tea they may far- 
get, yt will I not forget thee. Elpecially, 
now hc had {ome need of their Socicty, 
being given up to the Neceſſities of hu- 
mane Narturc, and to {uticr whatſoever 
might be found to aitlict it; for it is nor 
the leaſt point of Conſolation, ro have 


i0 our Sorrows our Fricnds about us, 
G 4 by 
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by complaining to whom, we may caſe 
our Hearts, and they alleviate the Preſ- 
{urc of the Calamity, by ſeeming to 
ſhare ir among themlelves. 

In thoſe deplorable Circumſtances 
they hurry him away towards the Ciry 
with loud Clamours, much irrifion, 
many affronts and great haſt, till rchey 
came to Mount Si where was the 
houſe of Y Annas father-in-law to Caja- 
phs, and Prince of the Sanhedrim. But 
he could do nothing without the ſeven- 
ty Aſleſlors, and therefore ſent him to 
Cajaphas who was High-Pricſt and Pre» 
ſident of the Rites of the Temple for 
that ycar, and had declar'd his * opi- 
nion openly in full Counccl concerning 
the Miracles and Perſon of Chriſt, 
that by profeſſing himſelf ro be the Meſ- 
14h he would doubtleſs attempt to make 
himſelf a King, and by the admiration 
he had gotten among the People might 
ſoon be alliſted to ir, if not timely 

revented ; the Conſequence of which 
would be, that the Romans to whom 
they were Subject, would look upon 
ir 25a defeftion from their Government, 
and thence take occaſion to come with 
an Army, and deitroy the Holy City 
and Temple of God. That thcreforc 
they were no longer to contut at large 
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in what way of Juitice to proceed with 
this Man, but to contider their intereſt 
in point of Policy, and that they mighr 
do any thing, tho otherwiſe never fo 
unlawful, ro keep the Publick from de- 
ſtruction; concluding ir was ® expedient 2 7ohn 11. 50. 
and much better, that owe man ſhould be 
facrificd for the Sins of the People, then 
that the whole Nation thould periſh. 
Behold here the wonderful Proce- 
durc of Eternal Wildom to bring to 
pals its mighty aetigns, and how we 
truly accompluh the Divine Will while 
we leem never fo irregularly to thwart 
it, and do our own. It was the Voice of 
a Man, bur really an Oracie of God, 
as the Evangeliſt obſerves, > He ſpake » Tels: 12; £96 
notof himſelf : bur being High Prieſt 
that Year, he Prophefied chat Feſus 
ſhould dic for that Nation: and nor 
for that Nation only, but that he ſhould 
gather rogerher in one the Children of 
God, that were ſcattered abroad. And 
what more contrary to his Intention 
than this effect? He was meditating 
upon Iniuſtice, and makes way for 
Mercy; he intended Cruelty, and opens 
the door of hope. What morc Wick- 
ed then to preſccute Chriſt ro Death 2 
And what more Beneficial then rhar 
Chriſt ſhould dic? | 
Thus 


© John 18. 19. 
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Thus the Holy Jelus was already 
condemned inthe intention of his Judge, 
and of the people, prejudiced with a 
dreadful Suſpicion, chat through him 
they ſhould fall into an irrevocable Bon- 
dage; inſomuch, that forgetful of his 
racious Doctrine, glorious Miracles, 
and ſpotleſs Innocency, they want only 
a colour for his utrer Dettruction. And 
becauſe the Inſtigator of all this the 
Devil, tho' he be the very Father of 
lyes, could object nothing againſt his 
God-like Life; they are forced to raiſe 
all their malicious Queſtions about his 
© Diſciples, and his Doctrine. Abour 
his Diſciples, as where they were, why 
he had choſen 'em, and to what end 
he deſigned 'em? Suppolſing by this to 
have gain'd an opportunity of inditing 
him for Sedition and Altcration of the 
Government: About his Dodtrine, as 
what it was, whence he had it, and 
whether ir were agreeable to Moſes and 
the Prophets? Hoping from thence to 
accuſe him of Hereſy, and of Seducing 

and pcrverting the People. 


Bur our Patient Maſter would anſwer 


nothing as to his Diſciplcs, at a time 
when he could ſay ſo little good of 'em; 
for one had Betrayed him, another 


wounded the High-Prieſt's Servant and 
incens'd 


— 
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incens'd the multitude by his Raſhneſs, 
all the rett had torfaken him and fled: 
nor would he reveal theſe evils of 'em, 
to reach us to conceal the infirmities of 
our Brethren. Bur as to his Doctrine, 
leaſt he ſhould be choughr ro repent of 
it, and reccea from the Goſpel he came 
to Propagarte, he confirms it, reaching 
us never to deny it, ( having before laid 
an 4 Anathema upon all that do) and de- 
clares where he raught it and before 
whom. Thar he had never taught 
in Private, as they who deſign evil leſt 
their Wickednels ſhould be diſcover'd, 
bur always in the light as a profeſſor of 
Truth. © 7 ſpake opznly to the World: I: 54y 18. 26. 
ever taught in the Synagogue and in the 

Temple whither the Fems aaily reſort, aud 

in ſ:cret hav? T ſaid nothinz. For this he 

appeals ro the Judgment of his Audi- 

tors, and ar the ſame time rouches the 

Conſcience of his Judge. * Why askeſt * ein 18. 21. 
thou me? ask them that heard me, what I 

have ſaid unto them behold they know what 
[ ſa:d. Why askeſt thou me 2 Why 
pretendeſt thou ro Enquire, who art re- 
{olved never to itelieve, and ſeekeſt not 
after Truth bur occaſion Calumnie 2 
Why askeit thou me what thow knows- 
eſt thy ſelf, for none of my actions 
have been done in a corner? Ler thy 
| own 


4 Matt. 10.33. 
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own Conicience anſwer for me, or ask 
them that heard me. | appeal not to 
my Diſciples, who might be thought 
Partial, but ro all theſe my Enemies 
ſtanding by, who have heard me in the 
Tempie, in the Synagogues, in the 
Ships, in the Mountains, in the Fields, 
every where publickly, and in great 
numbers. If I have tranſgreſt in 
any point, let 'em teſtify againſt me. 

Happy are thoſe Natures which will 
reccive inſtruction, and recant their er- 
ror when convincd with Reaſon ; Bur 
very miſerable are all they who are 
impatient under Reproof, and grow 
more furious becauſe of the Truth, 
which Seals the Incorrigible Soul to 
Damnation. Such were the Wretches 
who made the Scheme of this Tribu- 
nal, whereof an Officer that ſtood by ſtroke 

e Ton 18. 22. Feſ#s with the Palm of his hand, 8 ſaying, 
anſwereſt thou the High Prieſt [0 ? 

It was not long ſince that being ſent 
to take him he return'd a Confeſlor of 
all his gracious words, confirming in 

* 764 7. 46. the Prelence of 'em all that newer man 
ſpake like this may. But now to pleaſe 
his Maſters, and be commended for 
his officiouſneſs, he ſtrikes with a 
horrible Inſolence and Temcrity, the 
Lord of Majeſty who has the Sove- 

raiwgnty 
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raignty of the World, and to whom 

the Creatures pay ſuch an Obedience 

that every knee bows at his ' name,in Heaven, : py, +. 10, 
in Earth, and under the Earth. Bur ſuch 

it ſeems was the practice of this wicked 

Court, where none might hope for Ju- 

tice or the leaſt pitty, and every one 

had power over the Priſoner before 
Judgment, as appears afterwards in the 

caſe of St. Paul, where the * High- © 45 23. 2: 
Prieſt himſelf commanded thoſe that 

ſtood by to ſtrike the Apoſtle on the 

mouth. 

An injury ſufficient to have raiſed a 
Tempeſt in any heart bur that of Exu- 
berant Love. And if Fames and Fohz 
would have commanded ! Fire from! rk: g. 54. 
Heaven, as Elias did, to conſume- the in- 
hoſpitable Samaritans; How much more 
worthy of it were the Abettors of this 
Indignity2 But the Admirable Feſas all 
whoſe Nature was Patience, to teach 
us there'is nothing ſo great, as for a 
Man to conquer his Paſſion under Af- 
fronts and Injuries, futfters it with ab- 
ſolute compoledneſs of mind, and as 
much Clemency and Commileration, 
opening his Mouth with the greateſt 
Sweetnel(s, while his Face is {mitten 
with a ſervile Hand. 7f 7 have ſpoken 
evil, bear Witneſs of the evil : but if well, 


why 


a4 


The Hiſtory of 
why ſmiteſt thou me? That I have well 
anſwered thou thy ſelf confcſſcſt, in 
that thou canſt object nothing againſt 
my Words, and therefore I admonith 
thee to be more wary for the future, 
and not to aCt-contrary to undeniablc 
Truth. Thou ſtrikeſt me who haſt no- 
thing to lay to my Charge: Thou {tri- 
keit me who art not Judge over me : 
Thou {trikeſt me whom once thou 
didſt admire: Thou ſtrikeſt me who 
have done thee no injury ar all : And 
yer I rail not againſt thee, 1 revenge 
not my ſelf, bur freely pardon thee, 
and adviſe thee to be {orry. 

Ah Chriſtian! Such are thy Saviour's 

Sentiments, and ſhall the icalt word of 
diſdain raiſe a ſtorm in thy mind, and 
every raſh action a clap of Thunder ? 
how long wilt thou ſay he has injur'd 
me, he has ſtruck me, i cannot pur it 
up, I will have his Lite 2 Knowelt thou 
not that Revenge is only proper to 
weak minds, and chat Clemency retides 
always in a itrong Spirit ; that Cruelty is 
Tyranny, bur Meeknels a true Empire ; 
That to want povyer of retaining any 
bad Reſencment, is ro be rruly lavul- 
nerable, but Malice chcrithed fills the 
Soul with Darts, Wounds and Putrify- 

ing Ulcers; that neither God nor Man 

hayc 
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have any compaſſion for thoſe, who 
cannot grant a Pardon to an inconſide- 
rate Action; but ſooner or later, there 
are Treaſures of Graces beſtow'd upon 
thoſe amiable Inclinations, which are 
Mortal Enemies to Revenge and Cru- 
elty. 
Prayer. 


0 Deareſt Lord, who waſt ſmitten Extra- 
judicialy with the circumſtances of Deſpite 
in the Preſence of a Fudge, yet bareſt the 
Inſolency, and Cruelty of the Afront with 
an Admirable Compaſſion towards the raſh- 
neſs of the Tranſereſſour ; Give me the like 
Temper, that I may look on Injury with the 
mildneſs which ariſes from a ſenſe of my 
own frailty; That tho T be not able to bear 
it with Foy, yet I may take it with Patience, 
and parden it, and turn my eye to thee who 
wer't afflicted for me, and wilt have me to 
be afflided for thee, and not to the man that 
perſecuted and troubled me. Then ſhall 1 
be capable of that ineſtimable Benefit which 
thou haſt propes'd on thr condition, the For- 
giveneſs of my Debts as T forgive my Deb- 
tors, and ſhall be acceptable to my Feaven- 
ly Father. 


SECT. 
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SST TI. . AVL 


Hizh Prieſt. 


NE of the greateſt Tragedics 

in the life. of Man, which 

makes the Curious to Queſtion, the 
Wiſe to Wonder, the Good to Groan, 
and the Wicked to Rejoyce; is to ſee a 
Magiſtrate willfully. perycrt judgment, 
and the Innocent opprelt under colour 
of Juſtice. Yet ſuch was the Judge, 
and the caſe of the Holy. Feſ#s, who be- 
ing reſolv'd ro eſpoule our Miſcries to 


the utmoſt, would pals through the 


Rigors and Formalities of the Wicked, 
cover'd with a pretext of Judgment and 
Equity. ® 7he Chief Prieſts and Elders 
and all the Counſ:l fought falſe Witneſs a- 
zainſt him to put him to Death. 

Cajaphas had examin'd him about his 
Diſciples, and his Doctrine, and be- 


cauſe he had anſwered otherwiſe then 
he expected ; becauſe he had ſo an{wer- 
ed thar he could lay no hold on it; he 
reſolves now to patch together an accu- 


{ation 


Of the Falſe Witneſſes that aroſe againſt 
Chriſt, and the Wi:kedneſs of the 
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{ation out of the flying rumours of the 
People, and therefore commanded, that 
whatſoever they could ſay, they ſhould 
alledge againtt the Priſoner. He had 
ſo much tenderneſs for his own Repu- 
ration as not to ſentence him withour 
cauſe ; but ſo much Wickednels as to 
be contented with a pretended one, 
rather then he ſhould eſcape our of his 
hands: So there be but fome Witnet- 
ſes true or falſe, he hopes it may excuſe 
his Tyranny and Oppreſſion. Never- 
theleſs tho' many ® falſe Witneſſes came, = 1gate. 16.50 
and according to the Plalmilt, 9 roſe up » pjat. 35. 11, 
againſt him, and laid to his Charze thines 
that he knew not, yet founi th'y P none, * Matt. 26.60, 
that is no ſuſhcient Teftimony upon 
which they might ground rhe leaſt 
plauſible accuſarion; tor whatſoever 
one {poke, the next deliver'd it other- 
wiſe, their Witneſs did not 4 agree toges a wart 14. 55. 
ther. 
Such had been the Excellency,cxempla- 
ry Picty, and Prudence of the Lite of the 
Immaculate Jeſus,char if they pretended 
againſt him Queſtions of their Law, 
rhey were not Capiral ina Roman Court; 
if they afhirm'd he, mov'd the people 
ro Sedition and Afﬀected the Kingdom, 
rhey ſaw that all rhe World wou'd con- 
vince 'em of the Untruch. Ac laſt at- 


H rer 


7 Matt. 26.61. 


' Mark 14.58. 


© Mark 14.59. 


s John 2. 19. 


* Matt. 27.63. 
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ter many attempts, that his Innocency 
might more fully appear, came two 
falſe Witneſſes near the ſame, and ac- 
cuſe him of a Trope or Figurative 
Speech, which they neither underſtood, 
nor his Intention when he ſpake it, 
One ſaid, 7h Fellow * ſaid, I am able 
to deſtroy the Temple of God, and to build 
it in three days. The other, 7 heard 
him ſay, I will deſtroy this Temple that is 
made with hands, and within three days 1 
will build another made without hands. 
But neither fo did their Witneſs * agree to- 
gether. 

He had faid indced, when the Fews 
defir'd a Sign, * Deſtroy this Temple and 
in three dayes I will raiſe it up,meaning the 
Reſurrection of his Body the third day 
after his Death, ſhould be the Sign of 
his Veracity to the Whole World ; but 
the Witneſſes both perverted it, and ad- 
ded to it, affirming it to be rhreatned 
apainſt the Temple at Fersſalem, and 
that he had a deſign to ſubvert their 
Worthip: Nor did the wiſer Jews un- 
derſtand jr otherwiſe, which is plain 
from their words to Pilate after his 
Death, * Sir, we remember that deceiver 


ſaid, while he was yet alive, after three days 


/ will riſe again: Only the Tgnorant 
{uppolcd it to be of the Temple, and 
thc 
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the Council willingly let it paſs having 
no other occaſion of accuſation againſt 
him. 

The High Prieſt being fruſtrated by 
this faultring of all the Witneſſes, and 
ſilence of Chriſt, which prevented him 
the opportunity of laying hold on any 
thing from himſelf againſt him, riſes 
up in Paſſion, (his malice making him 
unealie) and * ſays, anſwereſt thou no» * Mark 14.69. 
thing What is it that theſe Witneſs againſt 
thee 2 

But there needed no reply, for what 
ſhould the Innocent anſwer againſt ſuch 
lying and diſagreeing Teſtimonies? 
They had born falſe Witneis out of his 
true ſayings, adding and diminiſhing 
what they pleas'd, and yet the molt 
Subtile and Induſtrious of his Enemies 
could not make it out that the Temple 
was in any danger from him : Feſis 

therefore Y held his peace. Foras was the 7 Matt. 26.63 
Judge, ſuch were the ' Witneſſes; as 
was the Council, ſo was the Auditory ; 
they carry'd the Face of a Court of Ju- 
dicature, but were a concourſe of Bloody 
Murderers, He knew, as he was God, 
that whatſoever he ſhould an{wer they 
would pervert to an accuſation againſt 
him, and thar by his anſwer he ſhould 
rather irritate than appeaſe them, and 
t 2 chat 


? Wai. 53. 7- 


2 Mat. 26. 63. 


» Maorks.7. ſtrated and furious man, > [ adjure thee 


3-23. 
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that the more he ſatisfied 'em the great- 
er would be their Sin; eſpecially that 
it was written of him in the Evangeli- 
cal Prophet, * Ze was oppreſſed and Af- 
flicked, and yet he opened not his month. 
He is brouzht as a Lamb to the Slaughter, 


and as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, 


ſo he opened not his month. 

Cajaphas the more enraged ar his ft- 
lence, tuppoſing it was done out of con- 
rempr to his Perſon, and vext that nei- 
cher the Witneſſes nor his own Autho- 
rity could draw an anſwer from him, 
which might bear colour of Cenſure, 
collects all his Malice and Rage toge- 
ther and darts it at him in one ter- 


rible Exorcilm, * / adjure thee by the 


living God that thou tell us, mhether 
thou be the Chrift the Son of God, agree- 
able to the laſt refuge of Satan in the di- 


by God that thou torment me not. 

Our Saviour not mov'd by the Pow- 
er of Exorcilm (for if there were no © 
Inchantment againſt Facob, much leſs 
cou'd there be againſt his God) bur leaſt 
it might not conſilt with the honour 
which is due and eyer to be paid to the 


Sacred Name, or he might fcem want- 


ing to the ſaving Truth which he came 
down on Earth to reyeal to the World, 


or 
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or the Jews might take occaſion there- 
by to defend their perfidiouſneſs, and 
propagate their error after his depar- 
ture, faying, That Nazarcne being 
askt by our High Prieſt, and adjur'd 
by the Tremendous Name whether he 
were the true expected Meſſiah, would 
not anſwer that he was, otherwiſe we 
had believ'd him, and receiv'd him as 
\uch: For theſe Reaſons he would not 
here be ſilent, that he might leave them 
without Excuſe, but in two Sayings de- 
clares the Truth: 


LOT 


d Thou haſt ſaid, or it is true which * 24ar. 26, 64. 


thou haſt ſaid. 7 need rot anſwer, thou 
thy ſelf haſt ſaid it. Orrather, he directs 
it to his wicked Conſcience; Why ſcek- 
eſt thou ſo deceitfully ro draw from me 
that which thou knoweſt already ſo 
well 2 I need not rell thee I am the 


Chriſt, ſince, © becauſe I raiſed up La- *© on u. 47. 


zarus from the Dead, thou would'ſt pur 
me to death. Thou haſt not hitherto 
believed me for my Miracles, and in- 
tendeſt never to believe me for my 
Words. Nevertheleſs I will yet more 
clearly conte(s, and I tell you plainly, 


Hereafter ſhall ye ſee the Son of Man ſitting *-4«. 26 64. 


at the Right band of Power, and coming 
in the Clouds of Heaven. Bur none could 
thus aſcend to equal Power with God, 

H 3 none 
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none could again deſcend with the 
Clouds of Heaven ( which the Jews 
' themſelves expounded of the Glorious 
Attendance of the Angels) unleſs the 
true Meſſiah and Son of God. With 
theſe words he paſſionately endeavours 
to moye 'em with the Terrors of the 
Lord, at the conſideration of that juſt 
Judgment they mult ar laſt undergo be- 
fore his Tribunal, how Vile and Ab- 
je loever he now appeared, ſince he 
had tried in vain to reduce 'em by iis 
Innocency and Benefits. 

But now Hypocriſie and Oſtentation 
as well as Obſtinacy reign in Cajaphas, 
1 He rent his Clothes and ſaid, what need we 
any further Witneſſes? Te have heard the 
Blaſphemy: What think ye ? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of Death. 

Why, What have ye heard, O ye 
blooa-thirſty men, but thatgreat Truth 
of the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
which the Patriarchs, Prophets, and all 
g00d men long'd for with earneſt cx- 
peftation?2 Where is your Anointing 
ye Prieſts -and Sons of Aaron? Where 
are the Prophecies ye Scribes andTeach- 
crs, which long before mentioned theſe 
things of the Meſſiah? Where will be 
your portion, ye Sons of Iſrael, who 
renounce an Intereſt in the Sayiour of 
#7: 005 | | 4 


1 Mark 14.63. 
9, 
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the World, and condemn the Son of 
the Great King, and think by killing 
him to ſeize upon his Inheritance * f 1 Gm. 22: 
David was not ſuffer'd to build the Temple, © 
becauſe his hands had ſhed Blood: And 
how ſhall you build up the Houſe of 
the Lord, who imbrue your hands in 
the blood of God What Herod tho 
otherwiſe cruel will not dare, and what 
Pilate tho* a Barbarian ſhall be afraid 
of, you have wilfully pronounc'd a- 
gainſt the Lord of Life: Thereforc 
{hall the Samaritans and Heathen be your 
Judges, yea out of your own mouth 
ſhall ye be Judged, how much your im- 
piety was greater than theirs, and your 
Injuſtice crueller than that of Zerod or 
Pilate. 
It was the firſt time that Cajaphes 
had heard he call'd himſelf the Son of 
God and declar'd himſelf to be come 
from Heaven, as appears by manifeſt 
ſ paſſages in the Holy Evangeliſts. : .,;, . .g 
He might much more calily have be- 
lieved that Truth, knowing how he had 
raiſed Lazarns from the Dead, then the 
poor blind Maa for the cure of his fight, 
or Nicodemus from the general report 
of his Miracles, who ©* both confeſs, * 7» ;. :. 
that if he had not been of God, or 9 33: 
God had bcen with him he could have 
H4 dong 
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done nothing : Burt here out of Vain . 


Glory he rent his Clothes, (a {ad Pre- 
ſage prophetically fore{hewing that 
the Prieſthood ſhou'd be rent from him 
and that Narion,) and crys as if he had 
heard {ome itrange thing, (which per- 
ſonated Admiration became alſo the 
type of his own puniſhment, and con- 
ſign'd the Nation to utter deſtruction, ) 
and the whole Aſſembly devoted to his 
will, the Prieſts, the Phariſees, thc 
- Aar£ 14-64. Scribes and Elders, all conſpir'd in the 
ſame Guilt. Whereby it is evident 
whatſoever he had ſaid, they were all 
ready to confirm it, when immediately 
with one Voice without any Heſitarion, 
all condemn him to be guiiry of Death. 
There was no body here had a word 
to ſpeak for the Innocent, none deſir'd 
a time for defence of the Priſoner ; nei- 
ther Reaſon, nor Juſtice, nor Humani- 
ty are regarded, but Cajaphas will have 
it ſo, and Chriſt mult die. 

Thus was our Saviour ſupppoſed 
2uiiry of Blaſphemy, who in all things 
{ought his Father's Glory; and procla- 
med worthy of Dcath who did no Sin, 
neither was guile found in his Mouth ; 
and that holy Name abus'd and vili- 
id, which is above every Name, and 
ro which every knee ſhould bow , Be- 

caulc 
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_ cauſe we were really Blaſphemous and 


Wicked, and had tranſgrelt all the com- 
mandments of our God, from the guilt 
of which he came to dcliver us by his 
Condemnation. 


Prayer. 


O' Spotleſs Innocence who wert judged 
wrongfully, but ſhall come to judge the 
World in Righte-uſneſs ; Grant Impartialtiy 
to all the Fudzes of the Earth, that they 
Adminiſter true Fuſtice without Cowetouſe 
neſs or Reſpect of Perſons; Sincerity to all 
Wits ſſes, that they may bear Teſtimony to 
the Truth; Integrity to all the Profeſſors of 
thy Holy Precepts, that they may ſerwe thee 
in purity of Iniention; and if after the 
example of thy own injuries, we ſhall be 
brought before ungodly Magiſtrates to ſuffer 
for Righteouſneſs and the Guſpels ſake ; Give 
us the like Patience, Who art the true 
Peace, and Comfort of all that put their 


iruſt in thee. 
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Of Peter's Fall. 


Hile theſe things were tran(-- 


. acting concerning the Lord, 
* Peter who follow'd him afar off into 
the Palace of the High-Prieſt, and 
{fate with the Servants and others, and 
warm'd himſelf art the fire (for it was 
then a cold ſeaſon) being engag'd in 
a ſtrange and evil company, in the 
midſt of danger, withour time to de- 
liberate, invent ſubterfuges, or fortifie 
himſelf; was ſurpris'd with the Que- 
ſtions of a Servant Maid, and twice de- 
nyd ithamefully that he belong'd to 
him, and at the third time began to 
curſe and {wear that he knew not this 
Man of whom they {pake, who yet 
was known to him as his own heart, 
and was dearer to him thea his Eyes, 
and for whom he had profeſt a little 
before, he would go into Priſon and 
to Death. So Vain and Frail are the 
greateſt Spirits being left deſtitute to 
chemſelves, they become Barren, ſuf- 
ter Eccliples, and give examples -of 
Ferror to the World. Bur 
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But the Merciful F:/#5 in rhe midft 

of his own Sufterings was not unmind- 

ful of his Servants danger. Notwith- 

ſtanding the diſhonour of his pretent 

condition, the ſenſe of his Fathers In- 

dignation, the Foreſight of his approach- 

--ing Deſertion, while he is wholly poſ- 

' ſeſt of weaknels, he is yet at leilure 

*} for an act of Power. The Righteous 

Juſtice of his God, and the unjuſt cru- 

elty of Men, are not able ro drive him 

from the exerciſe of his Mercy. He 

| came to ſuffer all theſe things for Man, 

and in the midſt of his Troubles re- 

| members Man, honouring the Scorns 
| 
| 


and Buffets of his Judgment with the 
Converſion of a fallen Apoſtle. 

He caſt a Gracious Eye upon him 
when the Cock crew, according to the 
« prediction he had made of his Fall, « ;,, ... 5: 
and the piercing Animal was made the 
Preacher, and his Look was the grace 
that made the Sermon efiectual. 

Who will not admire the Sage Pru- 
dence, and Miraculous Conduct of his 
Deſigns, to bring to pals his abundant 
Mercy 2 Who will not remain aſtoniſh- 
ed in Contemplation of his wonderful 
'b Opcrations? and aboye all when. he 
if þ ſhall diſcern the care he always has for 


the preſervation of his Elect? Alas / 
1 How 
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How ſtupid is the Wiſdom of Men : 
How Imprudent their Reſolutions > 
How feeble are the Forces of their un- 
derſtanding, when they are ſ(ever'd from 
the Bleſied Jelus> Bur there needs bur 
one hcavenly raye of his to enlighten 
all the obſcurities of the Earth, bur 
one ſingle drop of his Dew to ſoften all 
Hardned and Rocky Hearts, but one 

lance of his Eyc to give a Soul and 
Life to all the moſt inanimated bodies 
in Nature: Yea when a Man thinks 
himſelf utterly loſt, then preſently he 
ſhows him his way in the midiſt of all 
his wandrings; and there is no climate 
{ſo dry, no ſoil ſo unfruitful, where his 
Omnipotent Goodneſs cannot cauſe a 
Thouſand Fountains and Springs torile ; 
to the end it may be everywhere known 
and Extoll'd, that he is the ſource of all 
Living and Salutiferous Waters. 

Methinks I ſee in his Face a conflict 

of the Aﬀections of Pity, Mercy, Fa- 
your, and Grace, ſtriving together in 
this compaſlionate Aion; Pitty com- 
miſerating the frailty of his Diſciple ; 
Mercy forgiving and converting him ; 
Favour inviting him, and Grace aſſiſt- 
ing him. 


Prayer. 


Er Nec. oof 
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Prayer. 


O Amiable Eyes of my Dear Feſus! 
Stay, O ſtay, Benign Lord, and never 
let thy ſaving Face be turned from me. Caſt 
upon my dull and heavy Soul one beam 


from thoſe thine Eyes, which make all 
ſtorms Clear, and all diſaſters Happy. The 


very Faithful themſelves would lie ſtill in 
the Depth of Sin, whereinto they have been 
plunged by their inadvertency, did not thy 
pitty raiſe them up. They cannot remember 
their Danzer or thy Word, till thou remems- 
ber their Miſ:ry, and Relieve them. 0 let 
me dwell for ever in thy Preſence, for out 


of the fight of thine Eyes there is no ſafety. 


ee ls =S 
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Of Peter's Riſe. 


O ſooner did Peter remember the 


eſtcem he had made of that Caution 
which ſhould have arm'd him againſt 


Temptation, bur he wentout and? wept, ,,,.. .6.1;. © 


bitterly, 


words of Feſws, and what flight 
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? can bitterly, * covering his Head, and 
xacue Mark mingling his Tears with the Sighs and 
14.72 Groans of his broken heart. Leaving 
raoipy it diſputable whether he telt more Joy 
monty Sorrow, in the acts of Love or the 
Theephyla#, remembrance of his Fall. 

Alas! ſays he, How true is it that a 
proud Feliciry has reeling Feet ; That 
when we truſt to our own ſtrength, we 
are then in-molt danger ; That negli- 
gence and prelumprion are the Forerun- 
ners of a Fall? Thou who didit defie 
the gates of Hell, haſt yielded thy 
ſelf to the voice of a ſimple Woman. 
All thoſe Conqueſts thou didſt pro- 
miſc to thy ſelf, are become. the Tro- 

-phies of fo weak a Hand. Return to 
the Combat, and ſince ſhe has Tri- 
umplrd over thee, do thou at leaſt Tri- 
umph over thy ſelf, Alas, I am afraid 
to behold the place of my Fall, and 
the weak ſnares of a fooliſh Woman 
appear to me as rigorous as Chains of 
Iron. Yer what can he fear who is re- 
folv'd ro dic, or make himſelf a Sacri- 
fice to his oftended Lord? Burt our Soul 
is yet roo foul for an Oblation to his 
Service, let us waſh ic with Tears, till 
its impurities are cleanſcd. I fell before 
the Fire, and I will riſe by the Water, 
the falucary waters of Repentance. 1 

have 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


have * walked upon the Sea to come to my * Matt. 14. 29. 


Feſus, and I will now return to him %y the 
way of my Tears. I will now ſpeak only 
by my Eyes, ſince I have lately talk'd 
ſo wickedly with my Mouth. Since we 
have nothing left free to us but Sighs 


and Groans, let us make uſe of the 


laſt liberty that is lefr; and when all 
is ſpent return to the Mercy of TJeſws, 
which all the Sins of the World can 
never evacuate. I will from henceforth 
be a perpetual Example to the Church 
by my Fall, and riſing again from 
Dearh, for the comfort of Sinners, and 
a warning to the Faithful; and the 
faulr of one Night ſhall be lamented 
by me all the days of my Lite, in a 
kind of continual Martyrdom. Come 
and Rejoyce over me, ye holy Angels, 
ſince the greater is my Sin the more 
will his Mercy be magnified in my For- 
giveneſs and Converſion. 

Let all ſuch as Stand here theſeWords, 
and take heed leſt they Fall, Let ſuch 
as are Fallen imprint them in their 
Hearts, that they may endeayour in 
like manner to Riſe. Here 1s not pro- 
pos'd an Example of Falling, but an 
Example of Riting after Falling. And 
ſince none but the Tears of the Dam- 
ned are Remedileſs, let us haſten _ | 
this 
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this Penitent to the Pool of Contrition, 
and bath our Souls in thoſe Salutife- 
rous Waters. Now are our Pains pro- 
fitable, our Tears acceptable, our 
Groans audible, our Grief pacifieth 
God and purgcth the Heart; hereafter 
there ſhall be weeping wirhout Comforr, 
and gnathing of Tceth, and irremedia- 
ble Vexation. 


Praycr. 


Gracious Rede: mer, the Fountain of Par- 
don; I have ſinned againſt thee in denying 
thee by my works, and eſtranging my heart 
from thee, who art defirable above all thines. 
And where ſhall I find puniſhment enough 
to avenge me of my ſelf, and tears ſufficient 
to waſh away my guilt » Every flight World- 
ly ſorrow is apt to draw plenty of Waters in 
min? Eyes, but when I would weep for my 
Sins, which are the greateſt Calamities, 
either my Eyes are ary, or my Tears too few 
to bewail ſo many provocations. O merci» 
ful Saviour, break this heart, for thou 
oaly canſt doit with thy compaſſionate Look, 
and melt it into Tears of irne Contrition : 
That ſince I cannot be Innocent yet I may be 
Penitent, and what is wanting in my Res 


pentance may be ſapplyed by thy Mzrcy, and - 


1 may owe my Salvation to thy boundleſs 
Liberality OE GT; 


Chriſt's Sufferings. #13 
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PF Of the Barbarity «f the Multitude towards 
TY Chri#t. | | 


Eſus had pity upon his offending Scr- 
vant; but his own Innocence found 
none among his Enemies, who begin 
now to treat him with. all the Circum- 
ſtances of Scorn, Cruelty, and Diabo- 
lical Malice. O God! Whar Frenzies, 
and what Furies are there in a Brutiſli j- 
Multitude, when it is once Jer looſe ! | 
The Lamb of God himſelf is not fecure 
from their- Infults. What barbarous 
i Paſſions, what blind Will, what en- 
chanted Deſires after inhumane Cruclry 
rowards their own Image! They ® ſpit» ,,,. .5 c-. 
in his Face, in whole preſence the An- 
gels, raviſhe with wonder, do cover their 
Faces with their Wings, and' have no 
{ſweeter Extaſies than the Admiration of 
his Beauties. They © blindfold his Eyes, 7: 53: 64: 
the Light of whoſe Countenance the 
Fathers have ſo much deſir'd to {ce. J 
They © ſtrike and buffet him with the Palms * Mat. 26. 57. [4 
of their hands, who deſcended from Glo- 
ry co heal them by his Stripes. They 
I {2ort 
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f Lak, 22.65. 


bh tſai. 50. 6. 


i Pſal. 118. 12. 


k Pſal. 57. 5. 


' John 1, 3, 4: 


f Mat. 26. 68. 
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ſport themſelves in Railery with the 
Ecernal Word, who 1n the beginning <made 
all things, and in whom was Lite, and - 
chat Life the Light of Men, ſaying f Pro- 
hefie unto us, thou Chriſt, who is he that 


[mote thee? And many 8 other things, 


which neither the Prophets did foretell, 
nor the Evangeliſts have related, did 
they blaiphemouſly ſpeak againſt him. 
Thus did our Lord ® give his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them 
chat pull'd oft the hair, and hid not his 
Face from Shame and Spitting. Thus 
did his! Enemies come about him like 
Bces, . regardleſs whether they loſt their 
Fruicfulncſs for ever, fo they mignt in- 
fix in him the Sting of their Malice. 
Thus did he paſs the ſorrowful Night 
among the ® Children of Men that were 
{ct on fire, whoſe Teeth were Spears and 
Arrows, and their Tongue a ſharp 


Sword ; made the extream Scorn, Con- 


tempt, and Sport. of the moſt inſolenc 
and in{ulting Enemy. 

Go now, ingrateful and Perfidious 
Sinner, ſeek and Covet the Pleaſures 
of this Life, while Chriſt ſuffers theſe 
Indignities for thy ſake. Behold what 


' miſerable Comforts he has in this Paſl- 


over, which to his People was a Feſti- 
val of the greateſt Joy, Sec here what 
Re- 
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Chrift's Sufferings. 
Returns of Gratitude they make for all 
the ineſtimable Benetits they have re- 


ceived. This night was the Blood of 


the Typical Lamb ſprinkled upon their 
doors, and ſay'd *em from Deſtruction x 
and now they tarniſh with the Filth of 
their Infernal Mouths the Mirrour of 
Angels, the true Lamb, and condemn 
him to Deſtruction, who came to ſaye 
them from Damnation : And has he been 
leſs kind to thee, or haſt thou been 
more grateful ro him 2? 

O the unaccountable Perverſneſs of 
Man ! O the Inettable Long-Suficring 
of Chritt. For what wonder had it been, 
had he again deſtroyed the World for 
ſo great an Affront and Wickedacls as 
this? Bur thus the Scriptures were to 
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be fulfilled, and thus it * behoved Chrilt : :,z. 24. 46. 


to ſuffer. 
Prayer. 


O my Soul! what wilt thou ſay? Thy 
Redeemer is mockt ; thy Maſter ts ſpit upon ; 
thy Lord & ſmitten ; thy Chriſt is wilified 
more than ever was any Man; and of all 
theſe Indienities thy Sins are the Cauſe. For 
if thou had(t not ſinned, nor thy Forefathers, 
the innocent Feſus had ever thus ſuffer'd : 
Hlis manifold Miſeries are the ſeveral Tudi- 
cations how wicked, how Guilty, how full of 
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Sin thou art, and always haſt been. Por as 
abject as thy Saviour did appear before his 
Adverſaries, ſo vile wert thou truly before 
God, and muſt for ever have appear d before 
thy Tormentors in Hell, if he had not trans 
ferr'd th:fe Sufferings upon himſelf, and his 
Righteouſneſs upon thee. 

I will proſtrate my ſelf in Duſt and 
Aſhes : I will humble my Spirit with Abſti= 
nence and Sorrow : My Tears ſhall be my 
Me-at Day and Night ; and I will ever call 
upon God, till of his Mercy he ſpeak Peace 
unto me, 1 mill follow my Feſus ſorrowing, 
and embrace his Croſs, and confeſs him ay- 
ng for me, till he aſſiſt me with his Grace, 
and receive me with his Mercy, and turn 
my temporal Sorrows into everlaſting Joys. 


—_—_ —_— 


SECTI XX 


Of the Proſecution of Chriſt before Pilate, 
and the miſerable Deſpair of Judas there« 
upon. 


vw Hile our Saviour was paſſing 
\ the ſforrowful Night, vilified, 
ſpit upon, buffered, and mockr, as the 
very Scorn of Men, and the Out-caſt of 


the People; Fame, whichis more ſpeedy 
than 


hd AE Boas. £5... 1. us 


Chriſt's Sufſerings. ir7 
than a thouſand Poſts, and has abun- 
dance of Voices to make it ſelf hcard, 
had diſpers'd the News through the 
whole City; and the People, Prais'd car» " Lute 22.66, 
ly in the Morning by various Reports, 
and reſtleſs Expectations, flockt roge- 
ther ; and the Council re-aſſembled, {o 
much the more incens'd, by how much 
their Witneſſes had failed, and Chriſt 
had anſwer'd prudently, and ſuffer'd pa- 
tiently ; hoping by the ſemblance of a 

judicial Proceſs they might perſuade 
Pilate, whoſe Authority they were to 
uſe, to accept their Examination and 


Conviction, withour Enquiry. And 


Chriſt is ® brought again bound before , ,,;. .. 4. 
'em, that art leaſt they might farisfie 

their Cruelty in ſceing him, if they could 

not their Malice in falfly accuſing him. 

For as the Force of Love has this Ef- 

fe, that it ſufficeth not to have once 

ſcen its beloved; ſo: Envy and Hatred 

deſire more and more to reiterate their 

Cruelty upon what they hate. 

And becauſe Chriſt had as yet only 
confeſt himſelf the Son of God, and 
Judge of the World, which would bear 
bur little ſtreſs before Pilate, who was 
a Pagan, and Idolatrous, and whoſe 
Religion maintain'd the frequent De- 
{cent of the Gods they worſhipt ; they 
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urge him again with the former Ques 
{tion, Whether he were the Mcftiah or 
Chriſt, ſaying, ® Art thou the Chri#t : 
tell 45s. For the promis'd Meſrah in 
Scripture, being. there alſo, called the 
P King of Iſracl, if he confeſt himſelf ta 
be the Meftrab, they would by. conſe- 
quence imply, he maintain'd himſelf 
ro be the King of 7-1; from whence 
they would accuſe him of Rebellion. a- 
gainſt Czſar. 

Which Queſtion, as it did not much. 
difler from the former, ſo neither did. 
our Saviour's Anſwer to Fs EXCCPLing.. 
,, that he added* 9 /f I tel you, you will - 
"got believe me. And i ] alſo ack you, you. 
you will not anſwer me, nor let me go. He 
expected no Anſwer, but [cri 10n and 
Blaſphemy, whatſoever he ſhould have 
ſpoken about his Divinity, and more 
Madneſs and Sin in tne People, whoſe 
only Satisfaction was to have him cru- 
cified. They were not now likely to 
believe his Words, who had reſiſted his 
;. mighty Works, to which he had * ap- 
pealed as the beſt Evidenccs of his Com- 
mulion; nor to anſwer any point abour 
_ Perion, who had ſo often been 

* poſed, that they * durſt not ask him 
"any more. Therefore he only forewarns 


he 


Chrift's Sufferings. ro. 
he ſhould: receive from God to'judge S 
their Iniquities : %:ZZereafter ſhall ye fre * Lk. 22. 65) 
the Son of Man fit 'on the Right hand of 
the Power of God ; appealing to their Con- 
{ciences, -whether - they - did [not - think 
him the true Meſſiah by the Miracles 
they had feen and heard ;- which now 
they would have himiſay, nor-tor their 
Convidtion,, but for a- Cauſe of his 
Condemnation : For- they :wete fo far 
from giving Ear to any Apology, that 
all was interrupted with the clamorous © 
noiſe of *What need have we of any fre 
ther Witneſſes, for we onr ſ<lves have heavd 
him of his. own Momth > Upon this they 
& bind hima third time, ( for many wete . ,,,. .. . 
the Chains from which we were to.be © 
looſed Y::and lead him with a Y Cord a- ? $.3/1.i% My- 
bout his:Neck from the-Spirirual to the H"geg _ 
Civil Phwes.: : , Montini $. 

Which F«dzs perceiving, who - had Hierm. 
been the Author of all this Miſchief, and 
having heard nothing from others laid 
to his Charge worthy of Death, ro which 
he ſaw he was condemn'd; -bur from his 
own Mouth many Revelations of Pow- 
er, and eſpecially of Judgment, which 
he could not ſtifle ; he * repented himfelf 
of being the Inſtrument of ſo damnable ** *7 
a Machination and prodigious Impiety, 
and brought again the thirty Pieces of 
I 4 vie 
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| Silver to ſome of the Chief: Prieſts and 
_ Elders, whoremain'd in the Temple up- 
* Mat?.27.4- ON, account of the Feaſt, ſaying, 7 have 
finned in' that: 4-have betrayed the Innocent 
Blood, (anundeniable Teſtimony againſt 
all.che-Blaſphemy of the Fews.) and caſt 
down the Picces of Silycr in the. Tem- 
ple. Which Money, in the uſe to, which 
xk: was preſongly: diſpos'd,: (for - they 
would not ſuffer the. Price of Blood to 
come uo the - Treaſury). fulfill'd. a 
Þ Zech. 11.13. moſt eminent Prediction af ->-Zechariah 
TI! cancerning the Price of our Saviour's 
Blood; for with this they bought the 
Potter's Field, to. bury Strangers in, 
© 497.27. 8, Which is © call d the: Field of Blood to this 
da. EE... 
"There is an ative Principle.in Man's 
' Breaſt, that ſeldom ſuffers. daring Sin- 
.... ners to paſs in quict to their-.Graves, 
: Which Satan makes uſe of, when. itis tog 
late ro repent, to drive thoſe'to Deſpe- 
ration whom he cauſed to fin. i When 
the .Iniquity is.come to ſo great a pro» 
portion, as to produce Deſpair, and an 
intolerable Condition, then he ſuffers 
the Conicience to thaw and grow ten- 
der, that filling the Soul with a raging 
Sorrow, he may lecure it againſt all Re- 
treat by ſome At which may render the 
Pargion impoſſible, The Conſcience of 
4 | ; the 
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Chriſt's Sufferings. 
the Betrayer now awakned with the 
Horrour of the Fact, which was con- 
tinually before his Eyes, began to rouſe 
and follow cloſe, and the Man was un- 
able to bear up under the furious Re- 
venges of his own Mind, as it happens 
in all willful and deliberate Sins, eſpe- 
cially that of Blood, which is wont more 


{ſenſibly to allarm the- natural Notions 


of the Mind, and to excite in us the 
Fears of preſent Judgment. . 

Did ever any harden himſelf againſt 
God, and proſper 2 And indeed how 
ſhould he, when he carries about with 
-him ſuch a powerful Executioner in his 
own Boſom? In the Moment he af- 
fronts-the Dictates of his Conſcience, he 
bids Adieu to all true Quiet, and expo- 


{es himſelf to the ſevere Reſentments of 


a ſelf-rorturing Mind; a Torment inft- 
nitely beyond what the moſt ingenious 
Tyrants ever could contrive. tor no- 
thing fo efteually invades our Eaſe, 
as the Reproaches of our own Mind, 
from which ir is impoſſible we ſnou'd 
lye hid. The Wrath oi Man may be en- 
dur'd ; but the Irruprions of Contcience 
are irretiitible, and oft reduce a {via to 
ſ{uch viltreiies, asmake him chule Lezc!; 
rathcr than Lite, 
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But his Maſters, incurious of. thoſe | 
Helliſh Torments which F-das felt with- | 


in. ( becauſe their own were not yet be- 
gun.) and unable to contradict him, as 


tothe quality of the Purchaſe, which | 


they could not really deny to. be Guilt- 
lefs; diſmiſt him ſcornfully, 4 ſaying, 
What is that ta us? See thou to that. If 
his Blood be innocent, the. greater - is 
thy Sin. We employ'd thee ignorant- 
ly, and have been: punctual in our 
Agreement, and are out of the Reach 
of the Law. pi 

We ſee by this the miſerable-Eſtate of 


all thoſe, who commit Wickedneſs for- 


the Favour of others. They are.pre- 
{ently derided, hated, and forſaken; by 
thoſe very Perſons, in whoſe Caule they 
committed it: And like to 'em-are-all 
they, who frame their Fortune upon 
Vice; they build on Abyſles or Foun- 
dations of Sand ; they ſow Wind, and 
reap Tempeſts; their Hopes are but 
Clouds {well'd with Vapours, which 
burſt, conſume, and come to nothing. 
Never had any Man good Fortune in 
Impicty, whatever Advantage he might 
at firſt propoſe. Ir is the Spiders Web, 
and an Act of Violence: He ſhall not 
cover himſelf with his Work, nor ſhall 


it faye him from Deſtruction. He has 
loſt 
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| i S 7 | ; 
| oſt his Contcience, and has nothing to 


vith- | gain; for nothing remaiucch for him but 


* be- 


Unhappineſs : Or rather, did he gain 


, as | the whole World, yer would he be the 


hich 
Nit- 
n g, 
.1S 

nt- | 


If | 


orcatelt Loſer, becauſe he has loſt his 


' own Soul. 


And now the Apoſtate, reduced to 
cheſe Streights, terrified in his mind, 
inſtigated by the Devil, and finding no 
Conſolation, but amazing Reproofs, 
from thoſe very Perſons he had ſery'd 
againll liis Conſcience; all he could hope 


| for, was, to find tome ſhelrer, where he 


—_ 


might hide his guilty Head. 
But ah! miſerable Man, what Dark- 
ncſs can cover him, who has a thouſand 


' Torches in his own Brealt to lay open 


the Guilt of his Crime: Who flies out 
of the Preſence of his God, ſince every 
place is Hell, where God is not? The 


moſt Pcopled Cicics are ſolitary Delarts, 


if the God of Comfort be not there; 
and the moſt dreadful Solitudes and 


leaſt inhabited Grots become Courts .- 


and Palaces by the Reſidence of his Spi- 
rit. Ali Repoles are Diſquiet ; all Peace 
is but War; all Honours are Contempr, 
Parents are traiterous, Brothers envi- 
ous, Friends Decetvers, Beds of Down 
no better than Sepulchres; and Lite is 
but a-Dcath, or at beſt but a long and 
gracdsr ou , © 
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dolorous Sickneſs, unleſs God be the 
Loadſtone of our Hearts, the Center 
of our Aﬀedtions, and the Height of 


our Glory. 
It is a horrible thing to ſee a Soul 


left to it (elf, after it has forſaken the 


Inſpirations of God. It becomes a de- 
folate Vineyard without Encloſure : 
The wild Boar enters it, and all un- 
clean and ravenous Beaſts do there 
{port and leap without Controll. God 
hangs Clouds over it, but lets no Dew 
fall upon it: The Sun never looks up- 
on it witha loving Eye; bur all there is 
Barren, Venomous, and near to Hell ; 
Blackneſs 'of Darkneſs, and eternal 
Night ; Melancholy, rack'd by De- 
{pair ; Guilt ſcourg'd by Shame ; Rage 
tortur'd with Envy; and Vexation 
{tabb'd by Regret and a tempeſtuous 
Repentance:: E7 

And if this be the Unhappineſs of 
the preſent time, O! how grcat will 
be the Solitude of ſuch a Soul in her 
Separation > When in an Inſtant ſhe 
ſhall fee - nothing bur all the Evils ſhe 
has done; and all the Wickcdneſles of 
her Life, ſpread before her Eyes, as 
{o many Firey Serpents ; for which ſhe 


mult- anſwer before the dreadful Tris 
bunal, 


7 
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Chriffs Sufferings. 
bunal, which even now appears be« 
fore her Eyes. 


Prayer. 


O! juſt God, will there need any Chains 
to fink it lower than its own Weight has 
done? Will there need any other Darkneſs 
to cover the Soul, which ſuch a Cloud of 


| Sorrows has already benighted, and caft ins 


| to the bottom of the Abyſs of Miperies 
| One Deep calls upon another ; the Depth 


of Miſery upon the Depth of thy Compaſſion : 
In the midſt of thy Wrath, remember Mer- 
cy. Aﬀord us here ſuch Grace as may pre- 
vent _—_— , ( for our Sins Cannot be 
greater than thy Mercy ) and in the Day 
of Fudement grant us ſuch Mercy as may 


pardon our greateſt Sins. 
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SECT I. AAL 
Of the Deplorable end of Judas. 


Oor Fndzs under thele apprehen- 

ſions of Shame, Guilt, Fear, Des 

ſpair, Grief, Rage, Anguiſh and Tor- 

ment, the reproct of Devils and Wic- 

* Matt.27. 5-ked Men, departed, and went and © 
hanged himſelf. Which judgment was 

e more notorious by an unuſual ac- 

cident (as the Greek Scholiaſt, and 

f Euthym.in {ome * others report out of Papias 
26 Mart. Occ St. Fohn's Scholar) that he fell from 
4%. the Fig-tree on which hc hanged bes 
penny if}. fore he was quite dcad, and {urviv'd 
Beds de Lacks DIS Attempt ſome while, bcing fo fad a 
$ax#. cap. 4. {peAacle of Deformicy, Pain; and a 
prodigious tumour, that his plague 

was deplorable and highly miſerable: 

till at laſt he burſt 1n the very ſubſtance 

of his Trunk as being exrended beyond 

the poſlibilities aad capacitics of Na- 

rure. Which reconciles the relation of 

St. Matthew to St. Luke's, of whom che 

* amyzem. former lays, he 8 hangedor ſirangled him- 


- 
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Mat. 27, 5. felf; the latter, he ® fel headlong and 


wr Or. 


h P KF : ; 9 
Oat burſt aſunder in the midſt, and all his bow- 
48. 1.18, els guſhed out, Sack 
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| Chriſt's Sufferings. 
þ 
! Such is the real unfruitfulneſs of 
= © Sin, and perplexed eſtate of unjuſt 
gain, We are afterwards more indi- 
- gent then we were before, and know 
| not what to do with the curſed thing 
when we have it. Such is the pur- 
7 chaſe of Treaſon, and reward of Co- 
| vetouſnels, momentary in its Polle(- 


n- on ing my 

o. | fion, unſarisfying in the fruition, un- 
_ certain in the ſtay, ſudden in its depar- 
co. | cure, horrid in the remembrance, a cer- 


« | tain and aſtoniſhing ruin in the end. 
4 And ſuch is the confuſion of all thole, 
Hy who are terrified with the remembrance 
d of their Sin, but cannot apprehend the 
; | greatneſs of Gods Mercy, or build their 
- repentance _ the Divine Compal- 
ſion; Whoſe ſin is reveal'd to *em but 


4 { bur not the Goſpel, who arc ſorry for 
» their loſs or what they ſuffer, bur can- 
* not Confels, Believe, and heartily ſue 
Y for Pardon. | 


Prayer. 


4 O thou moſt Gracious, yet dreadfal, Mar 

c jeſty; Gracious in the diſpenſations of 

: thoſe means which lead us to believe in thy* 

' *f dtar Son, as in thy manifold offers to Judas ; : 

; | Dreadful in the emanations of thy Juſtice? 
-# ſealing #p his incorrigible and impenitet 

Heart ; 


» 
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Heart 5 Swffer me not, I beſeech thee, ever 
to deſpair ether of thy Mercy for what is paſt, 
or of thy Grace for the future. I am caſt 
- down when I confider the miſery of. the Be- 
trayer, but I lift up my Soul to the Mercy 
of the Betrayed. TI tremble when. I conft- 
der the fruits of Sin, but am encouraged 
by thoſe of the Sufferings of my Jeſus. For 
whoſe infinite Merits, I implore thine infi- 
nite Compaſſion, to dliver me now from 4 
reprobate Mina, and ia the day of Fudgment 
from Eternal Condemnation. 


Rams 4 ) — 


SECTTS. XXL 


Of the Wonderful Providence of God 
in the manner of Chriſt's Death. 


Othing comes by chance in re- 

ſpect of God, but all things 
are diſpoied by his wiſe Providence to 
bring his determinate Council to pals, 
Atrer Fudas by his deſolation had ? ful- 
tiled the Scripture, it was further neceſ- 
ary that Chriſt, whom he had deli- 
rd, thould ſutfer in a manner pre- 
.ur'd therein, tho not preſcrib'd by 


+> 4 


" £4.12 .49-rhu Law of Moſes. For as a * bone of 


1 


the Typical Lamb was not to be broken 
| io 


Chriſt's Sufferings, 129 
ſo ncither was any to be broken in 
| | the true Lamb, the Great patllover 
of the Chriſtians. Whereby it was in- 
| rimated the Saviour of the Worl: 
ſhould ſuffer that Death, to which the 
/ breaking of Bones was uiual (which 
: acccraing to cuſtom, was thar of Cru- 
Ciſixion, to put an end to the Mitlcra- 
ble life of the Suilerer ) but only in that 
Death ſhould by the Providence of God 
be ſo particularly preſery'd, as that nor 
one Bone of his ſhould be rouch'u. The 
Pſalmiſt likewiſe prediting of him, ! P{2.. 2. 17, 
they lpjerc'd my hands and my feer, plain- 
ly repreſented he ſhoula diethe Death of 
rhe Croſs, to which the Hands and Fect 
of the Perſon Crucified were aftixed. : 
In ordcr to this Death, which was 
after the Roman manner, great had . 
Þcen the Revolutions and Chanees in 
the World between the Type and Pro» 
pheſic, and the rime of the event. And 
Fndea, that was once ® great among the m 7,1, 1. x. | 
Nations and Princeſs among the Provin- | 
ces, had now been mad: 1riiuts;y by Pons 
p:y the Grear about three{core years 
before Chriſt, and a part of a Province | | 
\ of Syria under the care of the Prefi- | 
/ , dent of that Province, appoinred by 
* Tiberizs the Emperor. According to 
which Inſticution, a particular Procu- 
[x rator | 


j 
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rator was aſſigned to it for the diſpo- 
ſing of the Publick revenue ; and be- 
cauſe rhe Preſident who had the pow- 
er of the Sword was forc'd to attend 
the other parts of his Province, there- 
» Tacit. Amal. fore ® Pilate the Reſident, Procutator 
/. 15. Tt. of Fudea wes furniſh'd with power of 
. Apgloget.cap.21 _ . - 
Cyr/en adv Life and Death, and adminiſtred the 
D-me:.7oſ:phus Sypreme Power as to the Jews, This 
as 9D gaye opportuniry that Chriſt might be 
ad Cajiom. deliver'd to a foreign Juriſdiftion, and 
Jefiin Mart. ſuffer Dcath after the cuſtom of that 


Apoles. Ev 'bi- - b g 
* = 7 4 «. Nation to whoſe power he was delive- 


x 0. red. The obſtinace Fews had Malice 


enough to proſecutc, but wanted power 
Judicially to deſiroy him. It 7s ſaid, 


* Mark 14.64 they ® condemned him, that is, found him 


uilty; yet could not pronounce ſen- 


» Mort 15-1: tenceof Death upon him, but P deliver 'd 
"©" him to Pontius Pilate the Governor. 
Thus wonderful are the Myſteries of 


God's Secrets, and great his goodneſs 


to caule us to believe 'em. He reveals 
before {o much as is neceſſary for the 
foundation of our Faith, and after- 
wards in his Wiſdom through number- 
leſs Contingencies and croſs Accidents, 
brings his Truth ro its proper event: 
1 "chu 13. 19. That being told 4 before hand, we ſhould be- 
lieve it when come to paſs, and ſo believing 


have everlaſling life, 
But 


%p 
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Bur it is the method of the Devil 
and wicked Men, in oppoſition the Di- 
vine Verity, to conceal the true intert 
of all cheir thoughts; and which ag- 
gravates their guilt tothe depth of hor- 
ror, to make uſe of Religion and a 
ſeeming Piety to bring their wicked de- 
ſignes to pals ; hopeing to ſteal a good 
Name, and che opinicn of the Multi- 
tude, by that which renders 'em infa- 
mous to all good Men, and abominable 
in the ſight of God. | 

They had hir'd a Betraycr who had 
declar'd him innocent; they had ſought 
falſe Witneſſes who could prove no- 
thing; they had ſmitten him extrajudi- 
cially in open Court, and before Scn- 
rence; they had Bound, Vilificd and 
Abus'd him, with the greateſt inhuma- 
nity their Rage could invent ; they had 


__ deliver d him up to the ſecular Power 


with knowledge of his Innocence, but 


d full purpole of deſttoying him; and 


now would draw Pilate to accept their 
Accuſations under the colour of an cx- 
traordinary Picty, and ſpecious ob- 


 fervation of a vain Tradition, That. 


they were not to come into the houſe 
of the Uncircumciſed, They ſent in the 


Priſoner t® the Judement Hall, but they 


_ 


31 


themſelves went not in, © leaſt they ſhould " 7d 8. 38, 


2 be 


" 7ohn 14. 6. 


The Hiſtory of 
be a:fil'd, and that they might eat the Paſs- 


oUer, 
Prayer. 


But Grant, O God, thit we who ave 
ſenfille of the horrible Prophanation the 
Jews made of their Religion by their inſin- 
cerit}; and how juſtly thou removedſt 'em 
out rf thy fight, when under the pretence 
of it they perſecuted thy Son; may never af- 
ter the like Treachery and Perverſneſs 
Crucifie him afreſh, and bring upon our 
felves the deſolation of thy holy Goſp:l by 
making it a Cloak to our Malicionſa: ſs and 
Vice: But that we may ſpeak and profeſs 
truly, and practiſe conſcicutionſly whatſe= 
ever onght to be done, in imitation of thy 
Purity, and of the Holy Jelus who has 
reveal'd bimelf unto us to be the * Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life. 


SECT: 


'F | 
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SEG I. AV 


Of the Obſtinacy of the Jews 10 put 
Chriſt 7o Death, and of the irge 
Nature of his Kingdom. 


Nlate might have forc'd 'em out of 
their obſtinare Humour to have 
enter'd the Pretorium, and given their 
Teſtimony in Court. Burt having much 
more Humility, as well as reſpe&t to 
ſuſtice, condelcends to come forth and 


cake their Allegations, Saying, * What © 7on 58. 29. 


eAccuſation brins you againſt this Man? 
@ very juſt queſtion to a molt Infolcnt 


anſwer, * If he were not a Malefattor we + 5/4 18, 


would not hav? deliver d him up unto Thee : 
Asif it were neceſſary he thould rely on 
their Judgments, who were the Sub- 
jets of his Tribunal, and becoming 
Juſtice to paſs Sentence of Death with- 
our proof of Wirnelics, or hcaring the 
Priſoner. 

A Faithleſs, Wicked, and Stubborn 
Generation had ſtopt their Ears ro all 
chat was Diviae, and now were grown 
Envious leaſt che Hearhens thould 


= 


=—O 


hear thoſe * gracious Words which * zut: 4. 2+. 
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were wont to proceed out of his mouth, 
and at which themſelves had fo often 
wondered ; leaſt Pilate ſhould be Char- 
- John 7.45. med, as the reſt of the * Officers they 
had {ent to take him, and leave him at 
» 7% 7.46, Liberty with theſame Anſwer, Y Newer 
man ſpake like this man. Had they askt 
* Inte 17. 14. the ® Lepers whom he hadcleanſed, or the 
* Joln 5.9 a® Lame whoſe Limbs he had reſtored, or 
> Mark 7.35: the Þ Deaf” whom he had maae to hear, 
<©7:4.- 2; Or the®© Blind whohad receiv/d their fight, 
a Mark 5.15. Or the 4 poſſeſf who were in their . ight 
© Matt. g. 33- mind, all had confeſt, It was © never ſo 
ſeen in Iſrael, and that he had done all things 
* Mork 7. 37. Well. 

But Plate ſecing their Pride, and 
that theyintended not to make him Judge 
of the cauſe, but Executioner of their 

L3 37 gy- Cruelty, and being by Nature of a 8 
or ex8u7% % rough and high temper, ſays, Þ Zake 
6® 7 4v92- Bir and Fudee hin according to your Law. 
©; £041” Tf he be a Malcfactor as you alledge, 
k cata 18, ;1, and I may not examine him, nor hear 
proof againſt him, take him, and 

judge him according to your cuſtoms 

which admit of Condemnation with- 

i 45; 25.15, Out Tryal. For the * Roman Law pro- 
hibits me to deliver any man to die, befor: 

he have his accuſers face to face, and have 

licenſe to anſwer for himſelf concerning the 

erime laid againſt him, And indeed ſo 

did 
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did the Law of Meſcs too ( that it {cem 

not to come behind the Roman) accor- 

ding to that of Nicodemns a Ruler of 

the Fews,* does our Law judge any Man be- 0% 7 7 
fore it hear him, and know what he does ? 

but as they had bely'd the nature of 

rheir Judicature, ſo do they upon this 

their power of Execution, when they 

ſaw he would not be Fuided by an im- 

plicit Faith, ſaying, ' * & not lawful 1, g ., 
for us to put anyman to Death. 

Why who afcerwards put to Death 
the Protomarty ® Stephen, and having 
ſton'd ® Parl, drew him out of the City " 4#: 14. 19. 
ſuppoſing he had been dead, and once took 
up ſtones to ſtone - Chriſt ; if to theſe it ? Joln 10. 3! 
was not lawful to put any man to death 2? 

Burt becauſe Crucifixion was the more 

Painful and Shameful, and the P Scrip- + 9/9 5:5. 22. 
tures had ſignified ir, and Chriſt 4 fore- 5 Mr. 26. 2, 
rold it, which was not in cheir power 7” * ** 
as ſtoning was, and they were deſirous 

to hay him ſuffer under their Enemies, 

hoping to clear themſclves by his dil- 

grace and torture, they conceal their 

Power, to haye him Crucitied, and are 

permitted to bring the defigns of Pro- 

vidence to pals. 

Secing therefore that Pilate would 
have nothing to do in the matrer, with- 


out the Allegation of ſome Crime ; 
K 4 They 


m Fs 7. 58. 
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” Lute 23.2. They begin to accuſe him ” for perverting 
the nation, forbid: n; to give Tribnte to 
Ce/ar, and for ſaying that hz himſelf was 
Chrift a Kigg. AS1t he had broken the 
Divine Law by ſeducing the People 
from the Service of God, wno caine to 
_ Matte 517-1 fulfil it, and to do the © Wiil of his 
t JohnG. 58. 
Father: As if he had tranigrelſed all 
humane Coaſtitutions in conipiring a- 


gainſt «the Emperor, who hid himſelf 


from them, when they would have ta- 
74in 6. 15, Ken him by force, and made him a " 
King to head their Rebeliions : as if he 
had trampled under the Law of Na- 
ture, in denying to pay Tribute ro his 
Imperial Majeſty, who had taught 'em 
* 11. .. a; O * 722aer to Ceſar the things that are Ce- 
"ar s, as well as unto Goa the things that 
are Beds. 

Nevertheleſs ſince about the time of 
our Saviour's Incarnation, the Feys 
had (according to rhe Propher Daicl's 

Daz. 9. 24, * Chronology) expected the revycla- 
25,36. tion of the Meſiiah in the Wor'd, to 
reſtore their Nation to its priſtine Li- 
berry, and thence rook occaſion tc 
raiſe ſeveral ſeditions againſt the Ro- 
Y £5: 5.35. man Government, under Y 7hendas, * 

nd $4 37 Im # the Galilean, and a certain 2 £- 

tia Prophet ; Pit fuppos'd by rae: 
per wo Nat Ae y2ht be of that 

tamy, 
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itamp, and underſianding nothing as 
yer of his Spiritual Kingdom, return- 
ed into the Hall, and call'd Jeſs, and 
ſaid unto him, ® Art thou the King of Þ john 1 
the Fews ? 
6 To which the Prince of Suftcrings 
molt prudently an{wer'd, as neither de- 
® nying nor affirming it, (or had he 
, Cconfeit, he had immediately been con 
+ Fdemned as an ofiender againſt che C-- 
F ſarean power) © Sayeſt thou this thing of thy © john 15. 34. 
* lf, or did others tell it thee of m2? 
4 Which words may be uncecritood cither 
' by way of Admiration, as, how great a 
thing is this that thou haſt ſpoken, 
tho thou art ignorant of the true mea- 
ning? And whence haſt thou this, rhar 
thou callefſt mea King 2 For zone can 
ay that Feſus is the Lord eut by the Power 
' of the4 Fholy Gheſt : Or as a Reprehen- © 1 Gn. 12. 3. 
? fion to the Conſcience of Plate, who if 
" he accus'd himout of his own ſuſpition, 
{| did nor adt the part of a Righteous 
'. Judge; and if ochers had inform'd him, 
they ought to have been call'd to prove 
ic. Bur chiefly this was ſpoken to give 
; occaſion ro P{/a'? ro clear him as io his 
\ own knowleage, and to bear teiitmo- 
| no to his Innocence, ſaying, © 42 7. gy 1g. ;; 
| a Few? Thine own natiov, and the Chie q 
Frieſts have del: vired thee unto me : What 


haſt 
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f x Pet. 2. 22. 


£ Mark 7. 37. 


L Z0þy 18. 36. 
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haſt thou done 2 Tt is the Fews that per- 
ſecute thee, and rail on thee as an E- 
gregious Malefaftor. I am a ſtranger 
co your ſuperſtitions, have neither (2i- 
zed thee nor accuſed thee. What haſt 
thou done? Speak thy ſelf. Say for 
what reaſon thy own Prelates, and thy 
whole Nation are thus inveterately pro- 
vok'd againſt thee? 

Jeſus would not anſwer to theſe laſt 
words ſince he had dove f no fin, nei- 
ther had guile been found in his mouth, 
and the people had often 8 confeſt he 
had done all things well: But as to the 
former queſtion of his being a King, 
he diſtinguiſhes his Kingdom from that 
of the World, to ſhow that he had ne- 
ver offended Ceſar, which was the odi- 
ous crime they would fix upon him. 


h My Kinedom is not of this World, If 


my Kingdom were of this World, then would 
my Servants fight that T ſhould not be deli- 
wver'd to the Fews; but now is my Kingdom 


not from. hence. As if he had faid, I 


confeſs I am a King, but underſtand 


\ then aright in what ſenſe I am ſuch. [ 


neverambitioned gaudyPomps,nor have 
I deſign'd Glorious 11s. I never attemp- 
ted any thing againſt the Government, 
nor haye I diminiſhed 7:berins's or thy 
Power. 1 govern only thc mind not 

the 
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che Body, and my Commands are Spt- 
ritual and not Temporal, my Kingdom 
of God and not of Man. The World 
js too much the ſhadow of a Trifle in 
che ſight of an Enlightned Underſtand- 
ing to raiſe in a good Man any eſteem 
or Love, when he conſiders himſelf to 
be Duſt, and the Son of Corruption, 
Born to Day and may Dic to Morrow ; 
and 1 all that is in it, the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, are not of the Father whoſe 
will ] reveal, My Command to my 
Followers is to fight againſt it, by de- 
{piſing and trampling it under their feet. 
{ teach Mcekneſs and SubjeCtion to- 
wards Men, and an intire reiignation 
to God; and as the way to temporal 
Tranquility and the Eternal Beatitude 
of the Soul, to believe what God re- 
veals, to obey what he Commands, to 
truſt in his promiſes, and attend his 
decrees and the leiſure of Heaven. Nor 
are any of theſe things adminiſtred af- 
ter the ſame manner as World!y King- 


1 1 John 2. 17 


|  domsare encreaſed by the force of ma- 


terial 2rms, but by the * ſrordof ther, g op 
the Spirit, which is the word of Ged; and 
all the Revenues here ainrd ar, are not 
the incſtimable {poil of Provinces, bur 
i Richteonſacſs, and Peace, ana Foy in the i pay, x4, 19, 


% 


_ - C- A 
Holy Grolf . AS 


T40 


E Zec. 9.9. 


* Ma:t. $. 20. 


< Mxrk 6.8. 


s 028 18, ©, 


The Hiſtory of 

As a proof of all this, I my ſelf am 
lowly, my Diſciples Poor, my Equi- 
page Deſpicable, according to that of 
the Prophet, ® Rejoyce greatly O Danghter 
of Nzon; ſhout, O Danghtcr of Feruſalem ; 
behold thy King cometh unte thee : he isjuſt, 
and having Salvation, Lowly, and riding 
pon an Aſs, and upon 4 colt th? foal of an 
Aſs. Had it bin otherwiſe my. Scrvants 
would have fought for me, and I thould 
have gathcr'd Councelilors initcaq of 
Diſciples, and Souldicrs and Armys to 
have endeavour d my reicuc, and im- 
plor'd the Angels to prelerve me from 
violence, yea mine own Arm and my 
right Hand ſhould have gotten me the 
ViStory over all my Enemies. But 
wnoever ſaw mc arthe head of an out- 
rage, who, inſtead of tlrong holds 
ana Caſtles to ſecure me, ncver had as 
yet where to ® /ay my head? Or when 
did any of mine take up arms againtt 
the Government, whom 7 ® ſent forth 
without Gold, or Silver, or Braſs in their 
purſes, without Scrip for their journey, in 
a ſingle coat, without ſhoes or flawes? And 
when the 7:5 ſent to rake mc, and the 
Officers ttood aftrighred and ready to 
ſurrender themſelves, I P offer d my 
ſelf, I made my {elf thcir Priſoner, and 
by ſuch willing reſignation am brought 
here. | haye 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


I have no Treaſures to oppole an 
Empire, which has an hundred and fif- 
ty Millions of Revenue; nor is there 
any wealth that I pretend ro, but Po- 
verty of Spirit, rhe truc Riches of the 
Soul. You have Five hundred Thou- 
ſand Men in pay for ten years, to 
maintain one Army upon the Nile, a- 
nother in Enphrates, another on the 
Rhine, another on the Ocean, and one 
in the Bowels of the Empire: All that 
I have levied for the execution of my 
deſign, are but Twelve poor Seafaring 
Men, without Diſcipline, without Arms. 
You have a Thouſand renowned Ora- 
tors, Men of great Learning ana E- 
minent Eloquence, who by the Charms 
of their flowing Tongues can attract 
the People, and diſpoſe them to their 
wills: 1 have none but ſimple Ignorant 
Followers, that are ready to ofter the 

_ 9 left cheek to him that ſmitcth them on the * ware, g, ; > 
right, and to give their * cloak to him” werfe 40. 
that taketh away their Coat, to f love their * verſe 44. 
Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe them, to 
do good to thoſe that hate them, to pray for 
thoſe who deſpitefully uſe, and perſecute them. 

+ And can you believe thele probable 

{ grounds, on which may be raiſed tne 

; dSuperſtructure of an Empire; or thar 
| aſpire ro Soyeraignty by Sufferings, 


ro 
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to Riches by Poverty, to Greatneſs by 
Humility, and to Dethrone Ceſar by 
preaching the Crols: 

Pilate tho' convinc'd, and almoſt 
freed from all ſuſpicion by the unlike- 
lineſs of Chriſt's Temporal Dominion, 
nevertheleſs ſticks at the name of a King. 
A King he confeſt himſelf, and of what 
nacure ſoever, the Title claſh'd with 
the Imperial Dignity. He therefore 

* John 18. 37. urges him a ſecond time, ſaying, © Art 
thou a King then? Feſus anſwered, Thou 
ſayeſt that I am a Kinz. To this end was 
7 born, and for this cauſe cam? I into the 
World, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the 
Truth, Every one that is of the Truth 
heareth my voice, 1] repent not, nor am 
aſhamed of my Celeſtial and Spiri- 
rual Kingdom, and would have all 
Men know it, and even Ceſar himſelf. 
For the good of Mankind depends wholy 
upon it,fince I govern over the Heart, ro 
infuſe Grace and Truth, and the Word 
which is the Power of God to Salvation : 
That I may give Righteouſnels for Sin, 
Life forDeath, Joy for Sufterings, Heaven 
torHell.Thele are the chicf feudal Rights 
of my Crown. This is the Scepter of 
my Kingdom, and this no ways under- 
mines Ceſar's. Ceſar can never be un- 
willing that his Subjets ſhould be- 

6g9m$s 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 

come Virtuous, nor will it be any de- 
triment to his Arms to have his Soldi- 
ers live Soberly and juſtly, and his 
people Confſcientiouſly and Obediently, 
The very name of Truth is Amiable, 
and the moſt Barbarous Nations have 
a reverence for it. 


Prayer. 


O God Eternal and Heavenly Father, © 


who wouldſt draw us from Temporal and 
Earthly things, which paſs away or ſhall be 
conſumed with Fire, to the Love of Celeſtial 
and Spiritual Foys to be poſſeſt by an everlaſt- 
ing & undefiled Inheritance; and teacheſt us it 
#st he higheſt piece of Wiſdom,by deſpifing the 
the World to arrive at Heaven; Grant me 
a true ſenſe of the Vanity of the Creature, 
which whoſoever cleaveth to, ſhall alſo be- 
come vain himſelf ; and of all Worldly 
pleaſures which whoſoever ſeeketh will become 
mutable as they; That I may only admire 
the excellency of thy Spiritual power raifing 
my Aﬀections above the Earth, and that 
ſeeking for true Riches in thee alone, when T 
ſhall go out of this World Naked and Poor, 


1 may find a Treaſury in the Repoſitories of 


thy Bounty, which thou haſt laid up for 
them that ſerve thee. 


SECT. 
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SS 5 XXIV 


Of Pilare's jirft Declaration of Chriſt's 


Innocence. 


Wie 24ctir; A S , Felix trembled when he heard 
the Apoltic reaſoning of Righ- 

tcoutnels, Temperance, anc Judgment 

to come; So Plate taken with the Ex- 

cellent notion of Truth, either out of 
Admiration or Contempt of F-{-s, faith 

* 7obn 18. 38, Unto him, * Mhat i Truth? as defirous | 
to know what he had further to fav, |} 

or rcbuking him for pretending to be 

morc knowing then the Chict Prieſts, 

and the expolitors of the Jewiſh Law, 

who had deliver'd him for an Impoſtor 

and Traitor. But bcing unworthy to 

be further inftcucted, who had heard 

cnough already if he wouid have be- 

lieved, and becaute our Saviour would 

not hinder his paſiion which was now 

begun and to be compleared, he receives 

no anſwer, and bcing unab!e ro con- 

demn him for any thing he had alrca- 

dy faid or done, he gocs out again to 

the impatient Fews, and fays vnto 'em, 

* on 18. 38,  ] find in him no {ault at all. [ 
Pilate, 


Chriſt's Sufferings. I45 
Pilate, it ſeems, had more fear of 
God out of a Natural Notion and c:m- 
mon ſenſe of Juſtice, then the Jewiſh 
people had our of the Law and the 
Prophets. And notwithſtanding they 
were very Rich and Powcrful, and he 
mizhr expect reward or damage from 
'<m; while Chriſt on. rhe other fide 
was alone, poor, forſaken of all, and 
from whom he could neither expect pro- 
fir nor detriment;yethe ſtands up for him 
according tothe office of a juſtJudge who 
ſhould be free from Avarice and Parti- 
ality, and proclaims him faulrleſs as the 
Y Betrayer had done. Y Matt. 27. 3. 
But the Fews were a people of whom 
Ezekiel complains, they were * impu- - x4. .. -. 
dent and hard hearted. And when 
their Reaſon, Conſcience, Witneſles, 
and and all other endeavours had fail- 
cd; as a furious multitude without any 
regard of Shame or Compaliion, they 
grew ſtronger in clanzour and more 
fierce, ® ſaying, he ſtirreth up the People, « ,,4, +5. «, 
teaching throughout all Fewry beginning 
from Galilee, to this place. Can chis man 
be innocent who comes from Galilee, 
the > Nurſety of Fiercenels and Ani-, ,, .. Wy 
molity, where the Rebel © Jud.zs began 66 jul, L, 2, 
his faction fo lately, who taught it ro© 4, 


be unlawful to pay tributc to itrang ers, 
"and 


. 
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3 5of;ph.ds and to 4 acknowledge Mortal Rulers 
+ -2-afrer God had been their King, and 


Lil: 13 1, Whole Diſciples © Blood thou thy ſelf 


(when they refuſed ro communicate 
wich us, and would offer part) didſt 
mingle wirh their Sacrifices ! Art thou 
not yer fatisied what Seditious Fellows 
thele Preaching Galileans are? Is he 
not {ſprung from that Man's Principles? 
Does he not tend rothe ſameend 2 And 
is he not more dangerous, by how much 
his pernicious doctrines have ſpread 
thcmieives throughout all Ferry. 

O how deat is Malice and Envy ? 
How Erernaily [nfatiable a miſguided 
Zeal? How relilels and unwearied in 
its detigns of crue'ry, from which the 
Judge himlcit is not able ro deliycr ? 
Bur now niuch more dcteſtable in the 
Chict 7ricits, the Scribes, and Elders 
ot che Peopie, who ought to be the 
Exa.nples of the Virtues they teach ? 
Who can but tremble ar the grols Stu- 
pidity to which chey were given over 
tor ti: Þ.1r S18S,that * hearing they ſhould hear 
and not underitand, and ſeeing they ſhould 
ſee and not perceive? Of lo little advan- 
rage arc all other gifts without grace, 
they arc nothing worth; they end in 
Licentioulnels, Pride, and Injuſlice ; and 
lay us open to the indignation of God, 
whoſe 


* 11% p . 
Chriſt's Sufferings. 
whoſe great work is to put down the 
Mighty from their Seats, and to ſcatter 
the Proud in the Imagination of their 
Hearts. 


Prayer. 

O Gracious Father of Eternal C harity ; 
never let me have that affect ion of the Deſe 
perate and Damned, that it ſhould be ill 
with me when it is well with others; that I 
ſhould envy the Proſperity, or rradzce the 
Virtues, or d:trat from the Mrrits, or res 
Joyce at the _— or ſpitefully upbraid 
the Infelicities of my Neighbour : But fol- 
lowins the beautiful preſident of =_—_ 
ſhining in all wth aFions of the Bountiful 
Teſs, I may joyn inthe Holy Communicn 
of Saints, in the meaſures of Grace and 


Glory for ever. 
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TS. AAVY. 


Of Chrifl's being broght before Herod, 
ani the Uubarvine(s of Atheiſtical 
Grenta: '{s. 


> OW Pilate was glad to hear of 
[3 ** 8 Galilee, for he was defirous to 
ci:zr hirſeif of this dangerous buſineſs, 
wks he faw he muſt either condemn 
tte Innocent, or difplcaſe rhe whole 
[Nation of the Fews. An foraſmuch as 


.. 32. £-r0d was his Þ Enemy, and * 7etrarch 
-:- of Galileewhere Chift was K bora in Ni 
'. Czareth, 


and opportunely at | T-ruſal-z, 
by realon of thc eail, "he C:1deavours 
to turn him over to him- 
And Herod at firit as ® Joyful UCOL= 
ed _ for he 1-28 e;/rrowus to fre him of 
A {017 ſ-aſon, w he 


ad h:ard many 
691 #667 ; of him, at: ed t to have ſeen 070 
Aliracte don? L5 bo (1t was that ZZerod 


I L] i} J 
wito had 2 buliog wed Fob, cave theo 
forcriinnor of C tor _ OTE 4- 
SUL 2215 —_. OW our of a 
; > 2 ads fon 7 1- __ (1 

Vain 9 ro ice Ci: i{} _ 4 fome 
of 1:15 Mira acles fo muci famci abroad, 
Alt} G90 fur any NT 301 09 Ie he 
truth 
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truth of his Doctrine, he ® guzritionrd : 


with him 1 many words 10 which CUT We 
wviour would anſ rer nothing. He juigd 
him unworthy lo great a facisfachion, 
who had ſhed-the blood of lis inn9- 
cent Seryant, and knew his crime and 
yet pe.ſeverd in it, and NOW _ 
after Vanity anu nor te Trutr 91:21- 
plicicy in Intention, and Fur ity ifn 
AticAtion, are the two wings whicn 
life us up from Earch, O15 wnicnds 
God, tiic orher apprehen. ls him. Bur 
inſtcad of theſe, there is a Van ICvity 
in the hearts of ſome great Micn, who 
think their Fower, —*, ah and gs 
{o many warrants for Lightaeis and in- 
fidelity; and thar becaute rney are 2- 
bove the Vuigar, they may mock at 
what is . Sacred ; readring tou heligt- 
on an empty Specula: 101, ang their 
hearts deſtitute of i faving PraQtice. They 
may tek for Miracies, but none thall 
be givea them, bar wit amazes rhe 
relt of the World, t'i:eir Execarton in 


common Dutics, as 2 pumfſhmenc ct 


their lafoleacy an Pride, aguatt to 
many opportunities as their Ri jTiNCS 
forded ther to miniiter to ms - 

of the Giver. HACre by it com... 

that the greate!t iti abs en 

ure have vitin.s oh e214; F220. 
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Grace of God ; and Blood, Spirit, Ex- 
traction, and Wealth, are for the molt 
part bur a fair Object where misfortune 
appcars with the greateſt Deformity. 
The Sun is wont to make his rareſt pro- 
ductions in the moſt unknown places 
in the World; and the Spirit of God 
never works more Miracics, then in 
the Souls of thoſe Perlons, whom the 
World knows nor, or dclpiles. 
Unhappy rod, where are the Pri- 
viledges of thy Nobiliry, and what is 
the Advantage of thy Birth, ſo long 
as thou leadeit a wicked Life? In vain 
it is for thee to hope for any thing 
from Chriſt, while thy heart is full of 
Vanity, Adulteries, and Murthers. 
Chriſt will nor ſpeak, but where the 
Conſcience hears, and where he finds 
an Inclination to Truth; nor can he 
work his Miracles in thoſe Regions, 
where infidelity P binds his hands. He 
would anſwer to Plate who had reſpct 
for Truth, and in whom he found ſome 
inclinations to Juſtice; but nor to thee, 
whoſe Leviry, Profancnelſs, and con- 
tinually repeated Crimes, have ren- 
dred unworthy of the Fayours of Hea- 
Ven. 


Pray Ir. 


AUR Ge toy —— a 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


Prayer 


O ! thou high and lofty one, that inhat3- 
teſt Eternity, who dwelleſt in the High and 
Holy Place, with him alſo that & «f a con- 
trite and humble Spirit 5 Suppreſs in thy 
Servant all prond Thoughts, vain Defires, 
and wanton Curioſities; and keep my Soul 
in an humble frame ; that I may be r.ady 
to learn, not to diſpute the Myſteries which 
thou, a God of Truth and Goodneſs, haſt 
revealed. Enlighten my Blindneſs; quicken 
my Dullneſs ; ſupport my Frailties ; diſperſe 
my Paſſions ; free me from *Prejudices, whict 
hinder my ſinful Nature from aſcending to 
thee, and thy Holy Spirit from deſcending 
on my Soul. | 


SEC I. AXSL 


Of the Indignity done to Chriſt by Herod 
and his Officers. 


UT while the Lamb of God is 

filent, his malicious Proſecutors 
grow louder and louder. The 4 Chief 1,6. 2;. is. 
Prieſts and the Scribes ſtood and vehement- 


ly accuſed him. They could bring no 
L 4 other 
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Grace of God; and Blood, Spirit, Ex- 
traction, and Wealth, are for the moſt 
part bur a fair Object where misfortune 
appcars with the greateſt Deformity. 
The Sun is wont to make his rareſt pro- 
ductions in the moſt unknown places 
in the World; and the Spirit of God 
never works more Miraclcs, then in 
the Souls of thoſe Perlons, whom the 
World knows not, or ccſpiſes. 
Unhappy Herod, where are the Pri- 
viledges of thy Nobility, and what is 
the Advantage of thy Birth, ſo long 
as thou leadeſt a wicked Life? In vain 
it is for thee to hope for any thing 
from Chriſt, while thy heart is full of 
Vanity, Adulteries, and Murthers. 
Chriſt will nor ſpeak, but where the 
Conſcience hears, and where he finds 
an Inclination to Truth; nor can he 
work his Miracles in thoſe Regions, 
where infidelity P binds his hands. He 
would an{werrto Pilate who had reſpect 
for Truth, and in whom he found ſome 
inclinations to Juſtice; bur nor to thee, 
whole Leviry, Profanenels, and con- 
tinually repeated Crimes, have ren- 
dred unworthy of the Fayours of Hea- 


"ON, 


Prayer, 
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Prayer 


0 ! thou high and lofty one, that inhati. 
teſt Eternity, who dwelleſt inthe High and 
Holy Place, with him alſo that s «f a con- 
trite and humble Spirit ; Suppreſs in thy 
Servant all proud Thoughts, vain Defires, 
and wanton Curioſities; and keep my Soul 
in an humble frame ; that I may be r.ady 
to learn, not to diſpute the Myſteries which 
thou, a God of Truth and Goodneſs, haſt 
revealed. Enlighten my Blindneſs; quicken 
my Dullneſs ; ſupport my Frailties ; difperſe 
my Paſſions ; free me from *Prejudices, whict 
hinder my finful Nature from aſcending to 
thee, and thy Holy Spirit from deſcending 
on my Soul. | 


SEC I. AX 


Of the Tndignity done to Chriſt by Herod 
and his Officers. 


UT while the Lamb of God is 
ſilent, his malicious Proſecutors 
grow louder and louder. The 4 Chief 7,6, 23. is. 
Prieſts and the Scribes ſtood and wvehement- 


18 ly accuſed him. They could bring no 
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other Pretence of Crimes, than what 
they had done before Pilate; but hoping 
to prevail with ZZerod by Importunity, 
they repeat and aggravate them with 
inceſſant Noiſe. And ZZrod, according 
to his natural Leyity, (the Type of ſuch 
as. jeſt at ſacred 'things) a ridiculous 
Soul, feeble and languiſhing in the Re- 
liſhes of God, asks nothing Scrioully, 
bur only derides. and makes ſport with 
him, chiefly becauſe of his-Title of a 
King, which he'thought did only pro- 
perly belong to 7 himlelt. 

And Az'evil Prince ( \aith Solomon ) 
has Evil Miniſters. As did Herod, 1o 
did his Men { of War. They lookt 
upon Chriit as impotent and deſpica- 
ble, becauſe he would work no Miracle 
before them; and as a Fool, that he 
would not anſwer nor defend himſelf a- 
gainit their railing Accuſations: And 
thcicfore put upon him a * white Gar- 
met, to lignifie that he had arrogated 
Greatneſs among the People, ( for ſuch 
the ® Nobility of the Fews wore ) thar 
all who ſaw him might take notice of 
him, and ask, What Fool that was, 
and whitner they were carrying him, 
and wiat were the Reaſons of his 
D grace, and thereby draw upon him 
an unverial Contempt. In this oppxo- 
: | brious 


+ * 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


brious manner ( as they thought ) but 
indeed the Symbol of his Purity and 
Innocence, they ſent him * back again 
to Pilate. 

We read he was once weary in his 
Journey, being ſubject to the Infirmities 
of our Nature he had * aſſumed, and 
was forced to Y reſt himſelf upon Fa- 
cob's Well: And how much more now 
mult he needs be tired, being rhus ha- 
ra(s'd and aftlicted, withour Intermiſſion 
of Travel and Shame 2 He had been 
forc'd out of the Garden to Annas's 
Houle, thence ro Catzaphas, and there 
tormented all night z early in the mor- 
ning hurrizd again to the Council, from 
thence to Plate, from him to Z7rod, 
there mockt and ict at nought, and 
now dragg*d back again ia a ludibri- 
ous Velture. 

But had we not ſ{inn'd,he had notthus 
ſuffer'd; or had he been Guilty, they 
had been leſs enraged. Bur becaule he 
was unlike them, they hated to ice him, 
and fearing his eſcape, were more Vve- 
hemently enflam'd. 

Neverrheleſs all this was deſigned by 
Providence, that Chriſt being tried be- 
fore ſo many Judges, might clearly ma- 
nifeſt his Innocence to the World; and 


that-paſſing through all ſorts of At- 
fronts 
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fronts and Scorns, he might SanCtifie 
our Tribulations, and reach us to en- 
dure and ſuffer our ſelves to be deſpi- 
ſed in a Religious Cauſe ; and when it 
happens otherwiſe, to remember our 
deareſt Lord for a Preſident of bearing 
it with admirable Simplicity and Equa- 
nimity cf Deportment. 


Prayer. 


O ſuffering eps / thou DoGor of Pa- 
tience, with humble Sighs I implore thy 
Grace, to furniſh m? with the ſame Meekneſs 
of Spirit ; that I may renounce my Will, and 
bear with Evil, which cannot be avoided 
in this miſeraile World. Let not the Stoffs 
of Ath:iſtical and Pain Perſons move me 
any otherwiſe than to pity and pray for them ; 
nor any Diſerace or Perſecution caſt me down 
= T of er with a clear Conſcience. For 

ſhould I refs fuſe to endure with Patience 
ni o ſmall 11 ropes of thoſe which thou 
haſt willingly undergone for me ; or be loth 
to be conformable to thy ſorronful Image, 
who hope to be aſſimulated to thy Glorious 
Likeneſs The Sufferings of this Life are 
ot worthy to be compared with the Conſo- 
" lation thou ſendeſt here, much leſs with the 
eternal Happint(s thou promiſeſt hereafter : 


Only do thou draw me, and make me ale to 
follow 


"u Chriſt's Sufferings. I23 
ox follow thee, ( for the Fleth is weak) and 
"rl T will ſubmit my head to be crowned with 
P 7 Thorns, being fully perſuad:4 theu wilt at 
_ laſt adorn me with a Cal:ſtial Diadem of 
ng Glory. 
a- Lt 

SEC 3 AVE 
; Of Pilate's ſccond Declaration of Chrift”s 
# Innocence. 
') 
- Nate ſeeing nothing found in him 
F worthy of Death by #Z:r0d, who 
 |f was beftskill'd in the Jewiſh Myſteries, 
| had a clearer ſenſe of Cirilt's Innocence, 


and of the Malice of his Accuſers, than 
before, and grew more deſirous to free 

him, being ſent back. Infomuch that 
having call'd together the Chief Prieſts 

and Rulers, he {aid uaro them, # 7e have * Luk. 23. 14, 
rquzht this Man unto me, as oe that p:r- 15, 16. 
werteth the People : and behald, I having 
examined him before you, have found n9 
fault in him, touching th: things whereof you 

accuſe him; no ner yet Herod : for I ſ-nt 

ou to him, andlo, nothin! worthy of Death 

is aone unto him. TI will therefore chaſtiſe 

him, and releaſe him. 


po A 
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A great deal of ſtir here has been a- 
bout this Man, and ye have been in- 
ſtant with me to condemn him, bur have 
brought no Acculation that amounts to 
it : and the Roman Tables have given 
me no Permiſſion to put to Death an un- 
condemned Perſon, or to condemn an 
innocent Man. Z#Trod has look'd upon 
him as more ridiculous than dangerous; 
and I can find no fault in him. Never- 
theleſs that ye may not ſeem thus to 
have uſed him, and to have made all 
this Noite about nothing, this I will do, 
{ will order him to be chaſtiſed after our 
manner to Malefadors, and fo releaſe 
him, and clear our ſelves of him. 

This is again the ſecond Tettimony 
Pilate bears to the Innocence of the Ho- 
ly Jeſus: And if his Innocence, with- 
out his Paſſion had been lufficient ro have 
fatisfted his Father's Anger, incenſed 
againſt the Sins of Mankind, the Jews 
had acquielced, as well as che Gentiles, 
in the Judgments of Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, and Chriſt had been no further 
perſecuted ro Veath. Bur God would 
be pacified in tiie Nature which had 
ottended ; and the Jews were permitted 
ro encrealc in their Wickedaels, to bring 
to pals the Rede mption of the World. 


2 Mar. 27.72: They acculc hum * zf/eſb, inying many 


things 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
things to his Charge; and are ſo much 
more yehement, by how much he ap- 
pears leſs Guilty, and they are afraid 
he may be releas'd. 

The Governour in the mean time is 
ſurpriz'd with wonder at the unaccount- 
able Malicc of his Proſecutors, and his 
admirable Patience againit their Railing 
Accuſations, and Contempt of Death, 
proportionable to his Innocence ( ® for 
he anſwered to never a word of all their 
Blaſphemics ) having never before met 
with any Priſoner who would not uſe 
all means to defend himſelf, or deſire 
Pardon and Deliverance. 

But thus he has taught us to lay our 
hands upon our Mouths, when we ſuf- 
fer for Righteouſneſs ſake, and to yield 
an ablolure Submiſſion to God's Will, 
which thinks fit co humble us by Inju- 
ries and Defamation ; Thar, believing 
in him as the Tricr and Judge of hearts, 
we may know he will in due time ſup- 
preſs our Perſecutors, and exalt us 1n 
this or a better Life. 


Prayer. 
And bleſſed be God the Father of all Corn 


fort, in whom while we truſt, we have fuf- 
ficient Confidence to bear up again(t the Ma- 
lice 


d Mzt. 27. 14. 
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Lice of our worſt Enemies, and to lift up onr 
Fieads to the Recompenc: of Reward, which 
thoſe enjoy © who came ont of great Tribula- 
tion, aud have mad: thiir Robes white in 


the Blood of the Lamb. 


% 


SECT. XXYIL 


Of Pilate's third Declar ation of Chriſt's 
Innecence, and of the Scourgiag of his 
Boaj. 


OW there was a 4 Cuſtom ar the 

Feaſt of the Paſſover, in memory 
of rheir Deliverance out of Egypt, for 
the Governour to relcaſe a Priſoner to 
the Peopie, whomſoever they delir'd : 
And when the Multicude crying aloud 
began to defire him to do as he had 
ever done unto them, Pilate was in 
hopes to prevail by this occaſion to 
ſer him free, by making it a Favour 
from them to Jeſus, and an Indulgence 


from him to their Nation. And the 


more to induce 'em to it by a fair Op- 
portunity, he propoſes the Choice only 


between the innocent Jeſus, whom he 


had twice declared ſuch, and a mo#t 
notorious Villain call'd Barabbas, " 
or 
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 Efor a certain Sedition made in the Ci- © Luk. 23. 19. 
ich ty, and for Murder, was caſt into Pri- 
las ſon; f ſaying, Whom will ye that I releaſe * Mat. 27.17. 
in unto you, Barabbas, or Feſus, which 1s cal- 
led Chriſt ? 

Bur inſatiable was the Malice of the 
« Chief Prieſts and Elders, who 8 perſua- , ,,,,. +5. 29. 
' ded rhe Multitude that they ſhould ask 
Barabbas ; and fo great the Execation 
of the whole Nation, that they all 
; h cried out at once, Away with this Man, » 1,4. +. 17. 
5 and releaſe unto us Barabbas. 
l What was this, but to ſay, Deſtroy 
the Innocent, and give unto us a Trai- 
tor and a Thicf; Away with the Prince 
of Peace and univerſal Charity, and 
| leave unto us the Author of Sedition : 
| Put him to Death who has rais'd up 
the Dead before us, and give unto us 
a known Murderer. And indeed, as 
they defird, it has becn jultly granted 
'em. They choſe a Robber, and were 
given up to Plunder : They preferr'd a 
Murderer, and were devour'd of the 
Sword : They begg'd the Seditious , 
and were maſlacred by one another : 
(rheir Miſery, during the Sicge under 
Titus, being greater from themſelyes 
within the Walls, than from their Ene- 
| mies without.) They rejected their Sa- 
ſ* viour, and found none ro deliver 'em, 
but 
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but were broken to pieces with the Se- 
verities of God's Wrath. 

Pilate ſeeing their Obſtinacy and In- 

: Luk 17.20, juſtice in the Choice, and ! endeayour- 

ing all he can to releaſe Jeſus, ſays unto 

« Mar. 27. 22. EM again, * What ſhall I ds then with 

Feſus, which is called Chriſt > If you will 
have me give you Barabbas the Mur- 
derer, what will you have me do with 
the innocent jeſus 2 With whar Juſtice 
can I condemn the Guilcleſs, when I 
ſhall have freed an egregious Malefa- 
Cor? In defiring Baravbas to be releait, 
you deſire, or rather force me to relcaſe 
Jelus. What 1s it therefore that you 
would have me do with him 2 
Bur theſe were the wicked Husband- 
men, of whom our Saviour had |! fore- 
told, they thould combine to deſtroy 
the Heir of the ® Vineyard of God; 
and of whom the Prophets ſaid, " They 
| ' had placed the Poyſon of Serpents upon their 
Iſai. 5.7. Lips. 9TexpeGed Faſtice, and behold a cry 
P My Heritage is unto me 4s a Lion in the 
' foreſt, it crieth out againſt me, and therefore 
have T hated it. For thus in the height 
of their wicked Imprecations they fu- 
riouſly perfecute Chriſt ro his Crols, 


4 Mat. 25. 22, TY Ing Our the more, 4 Let him be crn- 


y cified, let him be crucified, 


hy, 
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Why, * faith the Governour, what evil * Mas. 27. 23. 


hath he done? and a * third time declares, 
T have found no cauſe of Death in him : 
I will therefore chaſtiſe him, and let him 
go. When he ſaw the implacable Rage 
of the Jews, neither to be reſtrained by 
force nor perſuaſion, he hop'd a leſſer 
Draught of his Blood might ſtop the 
Fury and Rapidneſs of their Paſſion ; 
- and that by expoſing his Body to Scour- 
ges (the Roman Uſage to MalefaCtors ) 
he might avoid the greater Evil of con- 
demning him to Death; and that when 
the Jews ſhould ſee him ſo tormented, 
they would relent in Piry, and their 
Cruelty abate. 

Thus he who cloaths all, was de- 
{poiled of his Garments, and confound- 
ed before the People, who covers our 
. Confuſion; and bound to a Pillar, who 


went before them by day in a ! Pillar of & zxoq. i; 21. 


a Cloud, to lead "em the way, and by night 
in a Pillar of Fire to give them light, to 
go by day and night that they mighr 
eſcape their Enemies; and his Body, 
which was the moſt ſacred Temple of 
the Deity, torn with vehement Stripes 
from unrelenting Hands, till the Pavc- 
ment was purpled with a Shower of 
holy Blood ; and his Perſon, more beau- 


.  tiful than the Sons of Men, wholly 


M deform'd, 
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deform'd, and hardly to be known; 


t Mari 10. 34. according to What himſcif had * foretold 


Like 18.33. of his being dcliver'd to the Gentiles to 


» 7/3;. 53.5. be ſcourg'd; and the ® Propheſie of 


Iſaiah, long before his Incarnation, Ze 
was wounded for” our Tranſereſſions, he was 
bruiſed for our Tniquities, the Chaſtiſement 
of our Peace was upor him, and with his 


[tripes we AYC healed. For if Chriſt had 


not {uſtain'd for us this Denudation and 


- Confuſion, we could never have been 


cloathed with the Garment of his Righ- 
tcouinels, or been able to have appear'd 
unblameable before God's Juſtice Seat 
in Heaven. 

Behold therefore, O! my Soul, with 
deyour Meditation, this Portion of the 
Sufterings of thy wounded Jeſus, which 
was the Wonder and Afſtoniſhment of 
Heaven and Earth. Behold with what 
profound Humility and Silence the great 
Lord of the World condeſcends to un- 
dergo the Puniſhment of Slaves. Be- 
hold with what a {weer Patience this 
innocent Lamb yields to have his Body 
plow'd and furrow'd by mercileſs Infi- 
dels. Behold him naked, helpleſs and 
unpitied, whilſt the furious Executio- 
ner tears his Skin and tender Fleſh with 
torked Scourges, to farisfie rhe Cruelty 
of a batbarous Mulrtirude. 

Ptayer. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


Prayer. 


Grant me, O iny God, who haſt laid ſuch 
Severities upon thy only and beloved Son, 
that I may never think any Anſterity, Mor 
tification, or Pennance, too much to be un- 
dergone for that great Guilt which T have 
contratted by my Sins; and for which it 
was neceſſary my Redeemer ſhould thizs be 
puniſhed, And whatſoever ſhall be want-. 
ing in my Sufferings for the Iniquities 7 
have committed, heal with the Stripes of 
this bruiſed Love, who came to ſhed his 
Blood a Ranſom for the World: That 
owing the Cure and Salvation of my Sou! 
to ſuch an ineſtimable Remedy as that, 1 
may fe ever Praiſe thee for thy incom- 
parable Mercy. 


* Mat. 27:28. 
* John lg. 2, 


ul Aat. 27. 29, 


39. 
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SECT. XXIA 


Of the Injuries done to Chriſt by the Ro- 
man Solters. 


Fter this, the Soldiers, who, be- 
{'\ cauſe of the frequent Seditions 
and Tumults of that Nation, were 
quartered at Feruſalew, and now eſpe- 


cially call'd together to curb the prodi- 


gious Concourſe at the Feaſt; hoping, 


| by an extraordinary and cruel] Offici- 


ouſneſs, to receive a liberal Reward 
from the Jews, whom they ſaw ſo in- 
veterately ſet againſt him ; take him, 
and uſe him in that inhumane manner, 
we ſhould hardly believe, were it not 
faithfully Recorded. They ſtrip him, 
and put on him a *Scarler or * Purple 
Robe, {ſuch as their Commanders uled 
to. wear, jecring him by this, as Ze- 
rod had done by rhe white ; and when 
they had platted a Y Crown of Thorns, in 


ſtead of a Royal Diadem, they pur it 


on his Head ; and a Recd in his Right 
Hand, for a Scepter : All to fignitie he 
had made himſelf a King ; bur that 
his Kingdom was as weak and vain, 
as 
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as thoſe Ridiculous Emblems of his 

Royalty. And they bow the Knee 

before him, with a contumelious Ad- 

dreſs, and mock him with a reproach- 

ful Salutation, ſaying, Zail, Xing of 

{ the Fems. And then they {pic upon 

# him, and ſtrike him with * Reeds, and a+. +7. ;. 
their * Hands upon his Head, preſſing * 7%. 19: 3- 

his Temples with a thouſand Pun- 

, tures; and forcing the Blood under 
the Crown of Thorns to deſcend upon 

| his Cheeks, and mix with his Tears 

Li and the loathſome Spittle of rhe Peo- 

5 ple, till he became truly what the Pro- 
pher had deſcrib'd him > Without form, ,,. .. . 
er comelineſs, and to thoſe that ſaw > "os 
him, there was no Beauty, that they 

ſhould deſire him. 

| 


Prayer. 


Whither, O whither, Thou great Martyr 
of” Love, ſhall thy Humility deſcend, thy 
Piety proceed, thy Compaſſion extend ? 1 
have been proud, and thou art humbled ; 
T have been wicked, and thou art puniſhed: 
| T that am a loſt Man have beea the Canfe 
- of all thy Weakneſſes and- Aflictions. [t 
is thy Love and my Iniquity which has 
| brought thee thus low. Teach me, 1 be- 
| ſeech-thee, to apprehend the Baſeneſs of my 

| M 3 S'2 
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Sin in proportion to the Calamities thoy 
haſt ſuffered for me; that I may hate the 
Canſe of thy Sufferings, adore thy Mercy, 
and imitate thy Graces. For, Lord, what 
is thy Servant, that thou ſhould'ſt ſuffer 
one Stripe, or the leaſt Irrifion, for ſo poor | 
a Creature?» And how great a Miſery | 
muſt it be, to provoke by Sin ſo great a 
Mercy as thou haſt reveald2 But thy 
Lowe is infinite, aud I am Duſt and Aſhes. 
Let thy Holy Spirit ſupport and ſandtific me, 
and ſuffer thy ſelf to become the Object of 
my preſent Dolours, that thou mayit here- V 
after be the Fountain of my everlaſting Foy. 


RET I. AXE. 


Of Pilate's fourth Declaration vf Chris's 
Innocence. 


<Iab. 53. 3: UR Saviour thus © deſpiſed and 
rejected of Men, bearing our 

Griefs, and carrying our Sorrows, P:- 
late thought it impoſſible tro behold him 
without Pity, and once more brings 
him forth to ſhew him to-the People; 
hoping ſo ſad and miſerable a Specta- 
cle would not only. draw. Tears from 
the Eyes of the Beholders, but even 
| __ Showers 
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Showers of Blood frotn their Hearts ; 
and a fourth time publickly declares 
him innocent, and that he ought no 
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further to proceed againſt him, 4 ſaying, * 7.5. 19.4, 5: 


Behold I bring him forth unto you, that ye 
may know I > F no fault in him. 

Then came Jeſus forth, wearing the 
Crown of Thorns and thePurple Robe ; 
and Pilate ſaith unto them, Behold the 
Man. 

Let it ſuffice, O ye Jews, for this 
Man's Puniſhment, that he is thus mi- 
ſerably and opprobriouſly afflicted : All 
which has been done to him, more out 


of Neceſlity, than for any Ottence made 


out againſt him; ſince after all our deal- 
ings with him, I muſt confeſs him in- 
nocent , and that I have found no faulr 
in him. 

Behold the Man, whether he be now 
like a Man, and much leſs a King, for 
which you have ſo violently accus'd. 
him. Behold ' his Robe, is it not of 
Mockery 2 Behold his Scepter, is it 
not a Reed2 Behold his Face; is there 
any thing there which may induce the 
People to run after him and admire 
him. Behold the Man in every parr, 
and you will find him ſo much lets 
than a Man, by how much he has ſut- 
fer'd all theſe Indignities and an irrepa- 

- M 4 rable 
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rable Diſgrace among Men; That truly 
he is now the Object of our Picy, and 
Humanity requires us to {ympathize 
with his Miſeries,, which are but ſo 
many Inſtances of our own Mutability, 
and ſilent Appeals to Mercy. Let it 
ſuffice therefore, and ler us diſmiſs him. 
If you have envy'd him the Title of a 
King, you ſee it has (ufficiently deje- 
ed him, and brought him to ſhame, 
to a ludibrious Veſture, a Crown of 
Thorns, painful Stripes, odious Spit- 
tle, and the Contempt of the whole 
Nation. 

But, alas! there are ſome implaca- 
ble Spirits in the World, which ſeem to 
partake of the Nature of Devils, and 
cannot be overcome either by Mildneſs 
or Force, but grow more obſtinate , 
when excited to Pity. When the Chief 
Prieſts and Officers ſaw Jeſus in this 
Condition, thoſe very Motives which 
melted Pilate, ſery'd only as Incentives 
to their farther Rage. Invidious Malice 
is a poyſoned Gall, the Root of Vices, 
the FachWer Murders, and the Mother 
of Death. It is the Rage of the Devil, 
and the very Soul and Spirit of Apo- 
ſtate Nature, neither to be pacified with 
Kindneſs, nor fatisfied with Cruelty, 
Little Portions of Revenge do = in- 

ame 
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Chriſt's Suſferings. 
flame it, and ſerve to fleſh ic up to a 
flercer Violence. Vexcd that they had 
not yet done their Work, rhey fall afreſh 
upon the poor Remainders of his Life. 
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And they cried our, ſaying, © Crucifte « 5441 19. 6. 


him, Crucifie him. It is not enough ro 
us to ſee the Blood of his Face, bur we 
muſt have that of his Hearr roo. We 
are not ſatisfied to behold him miſera- 
ble, but we muſt fee him dying on the 
roſs. Thou haſt well done in Scour- 
ging him, now Crucifie him: Thou haſt 

1ewn him to us wounded, bur we mult 
{ee him dead. 


Prayer. 


Ah ! my dear Maker, thou Father of 


Mercies, whence come th:ſe Thoughts into 
the Heart of Man, whom at firſt thou mas 
deft after thine own Imaze2 And why are 
we given up to the Inſtications of Satan, 
the Pather of Lyes and Original of Murder ; 
but becauſe we have wickedly departed from 
thee, and done Deſpite to thy Spirit of Grace ? 
O, give us Mildneſs and Bowels of Com- 


paſſion one towards another, eſpecially towards 


the Aﬀiiited, confidering our ſelves Fellow 
Subjects in the ſame Misfortunes : That tn 


. the laſt day, when we muſt anſwer for what 


we have done, and our own Mercy ſhall be 
a” the 
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* Mar. 25. 35. the f Meaſure of our Fudgment, thy Mercy 


may rejoyce over thy Juſtice, and we may be 
received into the Foy of our Gracions Lora. 


_ 


—— 


JST 1. AXAL 
Of Pilate's fifth Declaration of Chri#*s 


Tanocence. 


Pare aſtoniſh'd at their Inhumanity 

and Obſtinacy, and no longer able 
to reſtrain his Indignation, ſays, 8 Take 
Je him, and Crucitie him your elves; 
for I find no fault in him, and deſire to 
have nothing more to do in the matter, 
And this was the Fifth time he pro- 
claim'd him innocent. 

As if he had ſaid, If ye will have him 
Crucified, Crucifie him your ſelves, ye 
blood-rhirſty and inſatiable Murderers : 
Shall I, becauſe of your Malice, con- 
trary to all Laws, ( by which Iam bound 
to protect ) deſtroy the Innocent? Shall 
I be acceſſory to your Murder, terrified 
thereto by your Clamours? Am] to be 
an Adminittrator of Hatred and Envy, 
and to ſuppreſs the Juſt by my Aurho- 
rity? I will not have my Judgment 
Seat, nor the Roman Empire, {tain'd 
with the Blood of a guiltleſs Man. ' I 
haiye 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


have too far condeſcended to pleaſure 
you already, by ſcourging this poor 
innocent Perſon; and if after all he muſt 
dye, take ye him and murder him, ſince 
your Religion permits it, and with you 
It is a Capital Crime to be innocent. 
I have no Law tor it, and will be clear 
of this Injuſtice. 

A Spectacle worthy of the Preſence 
of The Almighty ; to ſee a Magiltrate 
ardent in Zeal for the Defence of rhe 
Innocent and Juſt, and to bend all his 
Endeavours and Force of Courage to 
ſtrengthen his Arm againſt che Torrent 
of Iniquity, to pur off peculiar Intereſts, 
and to defend the Truth. It is this 
which makes Government eaſie, and 
the People to rejoyce under it, while 
wicked Juſticers make ſad the World. 

Surely they had biujhr ar this Righ- 
reouſneſs of the Heathen, if they had 
had the leaſt ſenſe left of Goodneſs or 
Religion ; but reſolv'd he ſhould never 
c{cape out of their hands, they begin to 
ſtarr a new Acculation. The Jews 
h anſivered, We have a Law, and by eur 
Lav he ouzht to dye, becauſe he made him- 
ſelf” the Sou of God, Betore, they had 
{aid, it was not lawful for 'em to put 
any, Man to Death, but now they have 
a Law rather than he ſhall eſcape, and 
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whatever the Law be, they will make rc 

him Guilty of it; which, according to 

their Accuſation, we may ſuppoſe was 

: Lev. 24. 16. that of ? Blaſphemy, or againſt * falſe 

"Dew. 18.29. Prophets, for ſeducing the People by a 
pretended Revelation. 

Now though the numerous Contro- 

verlies of the Jews did not concern the 

Roman Governours ; nor were they 

moved with the frequent Quarrels ari- 

{ing from the Diſputes of different Sets; 

nevertheleſs, when Plate, who belicy'd 

the Deſcent of the Gods, heard that 


Saying, whereby they accuſed him for | 
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making himſelf the Son of God, he 
* 7on19. 8. Was the more | afraid, and knew not 
what to determine. He had heard of 
his Miracles, and was ſenſible of his In- 
nocency, and wonderfully taken with 
his admirable Conſtancy and Patience 
ſhining throughour his Sufferings ; and 
rationally concluded, if he were ſome 
venerable God, ( which all his Actions 
{cemed to declare ) it were unpardona- 
ble in him, to give Sentence againſt 
him ; and therefor: he goes again into 
the Judgment Hall, and faith unto Jeſus, 
m VWhence art thou ? 

Bur Jeſus gave him no Anſwer in ſo 
great a Myttcry, who againſt the per- 
tet knowledge of his Innocence, had 

ordered 
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ordered him to be ſcourged, contrary 
to Juſtice: And this is that Silence, of 
which the Prophet ſpeaks, * He was ” 16. 53. 7. 
oppreſſed and afflitted, yet he opened not his 
mouth : he was brought as a lamb to the 
ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. Nor 
needed he any Defence in reſpect of 
himſelf; for a good Conſcience needs 
no Apologie, and fears neither the Rage 
of Men nor Devils. The Gladneſs of 
the Juſt is of God, and in God, and 
their Joy is of the Truth alone. He 
that ſeeketh no Witneſs for himſelf 
without, does ſhow he has wholly com- 
mitted himſelf tg God, is of great Pu- 
rity and inward Oonfidence : And they 
who can ſo diveſt rhemſelves from all 
outward Afﬀection, are bleſſed in their 
Imitation of the Son of God, 

Bur this was a Virtue unuſual to 
Pilate, at whoſe Tribunal every Prifſo- 
ner had ever been ready to make his 
beſt Defence, and to clude the Accu- 
{ations of his Adverſaries ; which caus'd 
him to admire it more than all the 
'Eloquence of the World : And there- 
fore he ſaid to Jeſus, Speakeſt thou not 
unto me? knoweſt thou not that T have power 
to crucifie thee, and have poner to releaſe 


thee > Where behold the. Errour of 
EP Power 
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Power and violent Fortune, being ads 
vanc'd into the Scat of Authority. The 
wicked Magiſtrate is puft up with his 
Commiſſion, and makes it the Security 
of his Injuſtice; and begins to think his 
Power unlimited as his Will ; and re- 
ſolves to do any thing, becauſe he may 
do ſomething. 

Hear therefore the Anſwer of the 
Holy Jefus, you who hold the Ballance 
of Juſtice in your hands, and with 
whom God has intruſted the moſt 
dreadful of all his Attributes : For in 
teaching you whence you have it, he 
reaches you how to adminiſter it. Ir 
is God's Power, and muſt be juſtly exe- 
cuted. Feſus ® anſwered, Thou conld(i 
have no Power azainſt me, except it were 
given thee from above, Miſtaken Man, 
from Duſt thou art, and to Duſt ſhalr 
thou return. 7 have ſaid, Te all are Gods, 
but ye ſhall Þ dye like Men. Sin and In» 
firmity are of Man, but Righteouſneſs 
and Power are of the Almighty. Plate, 
rhy Sufficiency is from Heaven ; and 
Heaven never intended to oppreſs the 
Innocent ; that muſt be the Product of 
thy great Imperfection : And thy Sen- 
rencing me to Death, whom thou haſt 
ſo often declard Faulrle(s, will thew 


thy Weakneſs and Puftilanimiry, For 
zf 
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if thou regardeſt the Power given thee 
of God, to be executed among Men, 
chou ſhouldſt neceſſarily ſer me at -Li- 
berty ; becauſe the Power from above 
is juſt. Thou queſtioneſt me for being 
the Son of God: And neither all this 
Band, nor all theſe Jews, could be able 
to take one hair of my head, unleſs the 
Will of my Father had decreed me to 
ſuffer. Thy Power over me is neither 
from Czſar, nor from theſe, who by 
their Clamour ſeem to ſtrengthen thee ; 
but from the eternal Majeſty, who is 
over all. It is he who has ſaid, 7 wil 
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1 ſmite the Shepherd: And unleſs he 2c. 13. 7. 


witheld my Right Hand, and led me 
with his Counſel to this purpoſe; with 
mine own Arm I ſhould ger my {elf the 
Victory, and neither ſufter for, nor by 
the Creatures. Since therefore I am 
dceliver'd to thee, ( for my Father has 
deliver'd me ) 'tis by Divine Permil- 
ſion, and not of thy Power. Nor is 
it indeed true Power which thou would{t 
exCcrcile over the Innocent ; but Tyran- 
ny, Oppreſlion, and Murder, If therc- 


- fore thou art permitred to abuſe thy 


Power, yet haſt thou nor whereof to 
boaſt, but much ro anſwer for before 
the Judge of all Men, Neverthelels, 
he that deliycr'd me to thee has the 

: greater 
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r John 19. 11,7 greater Sin. Jndas and the Jews have 


! Rey. 12. 10, 


t Prcv. 19. 5. 


ſinned more than thee : For they have 
maliciouſly and falſly accuſed me, but 
thou haſt often declared me innocent. 
What they have done, they have done 
out of Envy to God's Glo: y ; thou on- 
ly aReſt our of Fear of them. They 
have defpifed the Law they have re- 
ceived, and all the Prophecies which 
have teſtified of my coming; bur rhou 
art ignorant of the Law and the Pro- 
phers. Thou art mitled by their Cla- 
mour and Importunity ; bur they have 
hardned themſelves in Sin. A falſe 
Witneſs is of the Father of Lyes, who 
1S the Accuſer of the Brethren, and 
watches continually ro betray and ca- 
lumniate the Servants of God. And 
by how much the more a Vice par- 
takes of his Nature, by ſo much the 
more it becomes a Vice: In which ſenſe 
the Sin of this People equals that, from 

whence, by ſingularity of Derivation, 

the Devil has his Denomination of an 

{ Accuſer. A Judge may proceed wrong- 

tully by Miſinformation, and his Igno- 

rance become a Plea for his Injuſtice : 

But a falſe Witneſs [hall not be * anpunijhed, 

and he rl gry ſhall _—_— 


Prayer. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


IVE 

Ve Prayer. 

ut 

nt, | O Fudze Eternal ! who art the wry 
ne | Truth, and from whoſe Preſence there 1; 
n- | mrothing hid; Grant me, I beſeech thee, 
y | both in Fudgment and Teſtimony, an aw- ; 
> B ful Reverence of thy impartial Fuſtice; That 
h k #f T7 judge, it may be according to Rignt ; 
F if I bear Witneſs, I may as it ſincerely, in 
- the Uprizhtneſs of my Heart : For none 
. but the % Pure in Heart ſhall behold thy 
x Face in Glory, which * conſummates the 


Beatitude of thinz Eleft. 
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W— 


S&CT XXXIL 


Of Pilate's ftxth Declaration of Chritt's 
Innocence, his giving Sentence 4- 
gainſt him at the Importunity of the 
Jews, and the Miſeries which enſu- 
ed thereupon to their Nation. 


late tho a Heathen had learn'd from 
the Creatures the Eternal Power 
and Godhead of the Deity, and had a 
lively ſenſe of Sin, and would not 
bi willingly offend his Maker, from whoſe 
0 Goodneſs he could not but own his 
b | £Jo2n19.12. GreatnelS, and rhenceforth * fought 
b; > to releaſe Feſus. And therefore we may 
; not wonder if our Saviour hath taught 
| us,- that ſuch a probircy ſhall riſe up 
d| in Judgment againſt the ſinning //-azlites, 
| and all prophane Chriſtians; for the 
clearer the means of Knowledge, the 
1 the greater the guilr of Obſtinacy ; 
'I and the more unavoidable, and jult the 
Condemnation. 

Bur when the 'Fews (aw that he fear- 
ed God, and that he would not pals 
Sentence of Death upon him, for ma- 
King himſcif his Son. chey immediate- 


Iy 


_ os Oe 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


ly flew back to their former calumny, 


crving out, and ) ſaying, If thou let this ) John 19. 12. 


man go, thou art not Ceſar's friend: Who- 
ſoever maketh himſelf a King, ſpeaketh a- 
gainſt Ceſar. So that if it concern thee 
nor, that he has Blaſphemed our God, 
the Infinite and Erernal Majeſty of Hea- 
ven; yet ſurely it will concern thee, 
that he is a Rebel to thy Lord. Thou 
canlt not preſerve the Imperial Dignity, 
under which thou preſileſt, if thou re- 
leaſeſt the afietor of it; and in favou- 
ring the Enemy, thou wilt partak ein 
his crime. 

What will not Jealouſie of State do? 
Whar will not Tyranny, when Secon- 
ded by evil Miniſters, who blow the 
Coals to devour an Innocent 2 What a 


horrible Monſtcr is a pulſillanimous 


Judge, over-born with Intereſt, Fear, 
or Guilt? Pilate was unable to ſuſtain 
this charge, forelecing they would as 
Maliciouſly repreſent him ro the Em- 
peror, as they had accuſed Chriſt ro 


him; and knowing himſelf guilcy of 

many infolencies and Rapines (for he 
#- had * ſeized on the Corban or Sacred - p;1,1,,.,. 
F. Treaſury, and ſpent it upon an Aque- #4 C:jum. 


dud in' the Ciry ; nor could all their 


-* Petitions diyert his Intentions, bur his 
+ Reſolutions went through theix * Blood, 


2 LQ 
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to bring in the Water,) he thought by] 
» Mark 15.15. this act to ® content the people, if he 
conſented at laſt that ir ſhould be as 

they required. 
© 50/n 19. 13, Neverthelels having again © brought] 
forth Jeſus and himſelf being ſeated in} 
the Judgment Hall, upon a high place 
a 1.3375, 07 Tribunal made of fair 4 ſtone curi- 
lopidarius, Oully wrought, and for the eminence 
_ of it calld in the Ch:ildean Tongue © 
OY Gabbatha, he tries once more before Sen- 
rence, if by any means he might dil- 
{wade them from their intended Mur- 
ther, Saying unto the Fews, * behold your| 

VAT. 

As if he had ſaid, behold the man 
you have brought unto me, and accu-| 
{ed under the Title” of a King: And | 
what can you farther deſire againſt him? 
Behold he has been Bufteted, Spit upon, 
Revil'd, Kidicul'd Scourg'd, and Crown- 
cd with Thorns, and thus: ftands De- | 
jedted and Derided before you. Bchold 
tis Mock-King : Whar harm can he 
do you? Whar danger do you fear from 
ſuch a King, who 1s not able ro help 
bimfelf?: it he have calPd himſelf by 
that Ticie, 1s he not humblcd for it, al- 
molt ro Death? If he deſird to be, or. 
be tRought tuch a one, is he any other 


then what the Boys would (ct up ; and 


t John 19. 14. 


{ {peakeſt thou ſo much of a 
| we defir'd any other then the Emperor ; 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


| ſo much the worſe, by how much he 


has ſuffer'd? What do ye decree? Are 
ye ſatisfied with his puniſhment? Will 
ye releaſe him, and avoid the Evil, 


{ his Innocent Blood will bring upon 


you. 
But Malice never wants an cvil 
Tongue. They interrupt him, and with- 


IST 


out any reaſon, cry out, 3 Away with * Town 19. 1s. 


him, away with him, crucifie him. Why 


, , * h . 
lays Pilate, ® Shall T crucifie your King ? id. 


This will redound to your perpetual 
Diſgrace, if owning him for your King, 


you ſhall defire him to be Crucitted. , 
To which The Chief Prieſts anſvered, 1 © 


we will have no Kinz but Ceſy. Why 
ing, as if 


our wiſhes are to be free from that ſuſ- 
picion , nor will we have this Man, 
but 7iberizs for our Lord. 

Alas! Poor humane Nature !. How 
grcat is the Misfortunc, to which thou 
art ſubjeRted in this Life! We never 
{uſhciently know our own, good, till 
we have loſt it, and ir be too late. We 
fly from that we ſhould ſeck, ang we 
ſeek that we ſhould avoid; andvnever 
begin to bewail our loſlcs till rhey are 
paſt recovery. The Fews might have 


poſſeſt an ineſtimable Treaſure by rhe 
O N 3 Preſence 


" a; 
* + ©» 
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Preſence and Converſation of the Son | 
of God: but chooſe rather to fubmir | 
themſelves to an intire Slavery under | 
the Romans, who had ſubdued their | 
Nation, whom they hated ; which at | 
laſt they lamented among unſpeakable # 
griefs, being caſt into the gulf of un- | 
avoidable miſchiefs, by the Fury of * | 
V:ſþaftan and Titus. | 
While theſe things were acting at the | 
Judgment Seat, | Claudia Procula the | 


Chre. 10. Am, Wife of Pilate (whether ſhe were in | 
part converted to Chriſtianity 3 or that * 
it were by the permiſſion of God, for | 
the farther confirmation of Chriſt's In- 
nocence, againſt all the Malicious ac- 


Chr. 34+ 


cuſations of the Jews; or whether it 
were from the Devil, to hinder, if it 
were poſſible, the paſſion of Chriſt, 
whereby he ſhould be ſubdued) ha- 
ving been troubled much in her thoughts 
becauſe of this Tryal (for ſhe could 


| not repoſe, but Feſus was in her ſleep ; 


B. M2727. 19. 


ſhe could not ſpeak, but Feſus was on 
her Tongue; ſhe could not write bur 


Feſss was under her Pen; ) ſent to her 


Husband a ſpeedy Meſſenger, ſaying, 

m Have thou nothing to do with that juſt 

Man : for T have ſuffered many thinzs this 
gay in a Dream, becanſe of him. 

Bur neither did this preyail, and rhe 

7 1 truth 
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n tumult rather increaſea, by how much *" Mate. 27.24 
more the Innocence of Chriſt appear- 
ed ; and Pilate was conſtrained to an 
involuntary Sentence, to do as' they 
would have it, rho' againſt his Conſci- 
ence; inſomuch that having call'd for 
Water and ® waſht his hands, to ſignifie * Mate. 27. 24, 
in their own Ceremonies he diſowned 
the At, and transferred the guilt from 
himſelf, being the Miniſter only of the 
Law, upon them as the Jury, who 
would find againſt his Judgment ; he 
a {ixth time proclaim'd the Innocence 
of the Holy Feſ#s, to the confuſion of 
the . Fews and all future unbelic- 
vers, laying, P / am innxent of the” Mart.17.24. 
blood of this juſt perſon: See ye to it. 
Wo Then anſwered all th: People, 4 his blood * Matt. 27.25. 
It be upon us, and upon our Chilaren. 


iſt, A moſt dreadful imprecation! To 
_ wiſh our ſelves accurfed, rhat we may 
ns | fulfil our Malice upon another. And 
ld | yet how many: are there who being 

; embark'd with their Enemies, care not 
N tro periſh, ſo rhar in dying they may 
it |} glut their Eycs with the Death of tholc 
IT {| they hate? Anlnfernal Maligniry, mcer- 
I, ly Diabolical, and ' which *. dctt:Cs the - ,,. 7 +. 
/F Devils themlſclves. Dottr. Giri 57 
s þ How juſt was it in God to invoive 

* that People and their Poſterity in irre- 
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184. ” The Hiſtory of 
parable ruine, according to their own 
impenitent Deſires of Guilt? And yet 
how fad is it to conſider the Mercies 
they foricited, and the evils they incur- 
f oſeph i be2io red thereby? For 1 Titzs C:fſar Son of 
1 :.., Flavins the Emperor, about eigat and 
#891 . thirty years afrer the Death of our 
Lord, utterly overthrew Fernſalezz to 
the ground, with the ſlaughter of Ten 
Hundred "Thouſand by Fire and Sword, 
beſides innumerable Numbers that pe- 
riſh'd by Famine and Peſtilence. And 
about Sixty four years after that De- 
{iruction by 7itss, in the time of Ad-i- 
anus lianus the Emperor, when the 
Jews rebell'd under Benchocah the Pen 
aomeſſiah, there were lain again by the 
Army of Falins Severns Five hundred 
thouſand of the People, beſides what 
perith'd by Peſtilence and Famine. And 
that there might be a final Extirpation 
of the ancient City, and the Words of 
* 32:7. 24: 2- Our Saviour be fulfil'd, © That there ſhould 
zot be left one ſtone upon ano: her which ſhall 


z6t be throrn down, he caus'd the ruins 


and Foundations thcreof ro be dige'd 
up, and the Stones to be broken in 
pieccs, and the ground to be left deſo- 
late. | | 

Aias, for Tjradl the choſen of Goa! 
Alas,forFernlalem the HoiyCiry, and the 
moſt 


F 
p 


* 


Chriſt's Sufferings. i85 


VI1 moſt Beautiful Structure in che World |! 

ct ÞB Alas, for the Temple and Sanctuary 

ES of the Lord! How are the people of 

$1 God become Reprobate, and his own 

f | Inheritance Dcſerted of him, and bro- 

d | ken with ſuch trilulation as was ® not © Mats. 24.21 
r W fromthe begining of the world, 10: hat time, : 
oO | 70 nor ever ſhall be? 

« = He drove Back the Waves of the 

, Þ * Red Sea, and (uffcr'd 'emto walk bc- * gx. 14.22. 
- |[|F twcen two Waters, as between two 

cryſtal Wails ; and why has he drowned 


R 'em in Rivers of Blood, with ſo horri- 
ble a Slaughter, thar in the Sicge of 
theirCity,theLiving ſufficed not to bury 
the Dead? He ® opened the {ides of * N:-». 20.17, 
the hard Rocks, to quench their thirft 
in the barren Wilderneſs: And why 
has he dricd up the paths of their Wo- 
men, who ſaw their little ones dic in 
their arms, themſelves unable ro moi- 
ſten their lips, unleſs it were with the 
Tears of their Eycs2 He ſhowr'd down 
5 Manna and Quails about their Camp, * Zed. 16.13, 
and by a Z daily Providence ſupplied ;7.., ,c ,, 
their wants: And why has he a:ticted 
'em with ſuch enraged famine, that the 
hands of the Mothers flew tacir In- 
farts, and roaſted *em on Coals to ſa- 
tisfie their Hunger ; and the People 
erccdily deyour'd the Bodys, Dead 
7 partly 


196 
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partly by Famine, partly by Peſtilence ? 


2 Deut, 32. 10, FJe © led 'em through the Deſert and the 


I. 


Þ Dent. 2.25. 


CD-4t. 4.6. 


waſte howling Wilderneſs, as the Eagle 
ftirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her young, 
and - beareth them on her wings. And 
why did he abandon 'em to Eagles and 
Vultures, which ſo often made Carri- 
on of the Fleſh of his Children, who 
were caſt over the walls into the ditch 
of the City, till it was filPd with their 
putrefaftion? He gave them ſtrength 
as a conſuming Fire, before which all 
the Nations were but as Straw, their 
Hearts > trembling, and being in An- 
guiſh becauſe of them: And why did 
they become the prey- of the Arms of 
Infidels? He gave them liberty for an 
Inheritance, and © freedom from Bon- 
dage, as being the Seed of Abrahars : 
And why obtain'd they nor ſo much as 
an honourable Servitude, that there be- 
ing not Croſſes enough to Crucifie 'em, 
their Enemies relerv'd *em for Beaſts to 
deyour rather than they would derive 
any Service from 'em, and that thoſe 
who were fixtecn years of age, and 
under, .were {old by Ceſar for thirty a 
penny? He gave them knowledge a- 
bove all Nations, and made 'em a 
wiſe and underitanding People, the 
Aamiration of the World, for the Sta- 
rutes 


, Bread, the Rationale, the Majeſty of 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
tutes he had given them: And wh 
are they become Bleckith, Idle, and 


Stupid, with a perpetual © wail over «2 Cor. 


their hearts? He ordaind for *'cm the 
Protection and Aſſiſtance of Angels, 


and {ent *em f before them to keepthem * ;,,; 


in the way, and to bring them into the 
place which he had prepared: And 
why did thoſe holy Preſidents forſake 


the Temple, crying aloud, g Let us Ate ; ofeph.debell. 
part hence: He had dcitin'd 'em for ju 
Royalty and Þ Empire over their Neigh- ' 2***- 9- 3: 


bours,and had brought'em into the pol- 
ſeſion of a Blelied Countrey, a land 


! lowing with milk «nd Honty: And why i Dcut. 26. g. 


have they not one Inch of ground 
now, eſpecially of that where Fernſalc7 
was formerly built, unleſs they pur- 
chaſe it with their Money, only to cn- 
joy it one hour or two in a Year, and 
to bedew it with the Water of their 
Eyes, after they have ſo often moi- 
{tened it with their blood 2 He cſta- 
bljſhed 'em with a Priclthood, an Altar, 
and Services, ſuch as diſtinguiſhr *em 
from the reſt of the World, and ſhow- 
cd 'em to be the peculiar care of Hea- 
ven: and wheregis the Tcinple, that 
Seat of his Holincls: \Vhere 1s the 
Propitiatory, the Table of the Shew 


the 


The Hiſtory of 
the High Prieſts, the Comelinels of 
the Preiates, the perpetuity of Sacri- .Þ. 
fices? From whence comes it that 'tis 
ſixteen hundred years ago ſince this 
miſcrableNation goes wandring through 
the Regions of the Earth, as abandon» 
ed into an Eternal Exile, without Tem- 
ple, withour Prieſts, without Offerings, 
without King or Government 2 

O God Eternal, how haſt thou thrown 
down thy Footſtool? O God of Juſtice, 
how haſt thou made deſolate thy Roy- 
al Prieſthood > O God of Vengeance, 
how haſt thou ſufter'd thine Admirable 
Sanctuary to be prophan'd? To what 
Sin may we attribute this, but to the 
neglect of the Eiſence of the Word In- 
carnate, and to that dreadful Impreca- 
tion ot guilt on the whole Nation, His 
Blood be upon us and upon our chil- 
dren? For after the Son of God had 
ſhut his Eyes, ſteep'd in Tears and 
Blood over the miſerable Fernſalem, he 
neyer yet has open'd *em to afford it 
Mercy. 


Prayer. 


Great Eye of God, which art ever open 
upon the Sins of all the Earth, who can ſteal 
from thy piercing rages? Great Hand of | 

God 
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God who Thund: reſt and Lightneſt perpetu- 
ally over Rebellious Heads, who is able to 
reſiſt thy Fudgments? O injur d Good- 
neſs who for the ſatsfattion of thy Fuſtice, 
rewardeſt the obſtinate accor ding to their de- 
fires, and returneſt the Wickedneſs of Sin- 
ners upon their Heads, when they have re- 
jetted the tenders of thy Grace ; fince thou 
haſt given up thine own Inheritance to be 
puniſh'd in this World according to their 
choice ; what will become of thoſe profligate 


Souls, who have impiouſly devoted them- 


ſelves ſo frequently to the Devil, and im- 


ortun'd thee to confound, and damn *em 2 
If ſuch hideous Puniſhments to all Poſterity 
have purſued IWrael for having neglefted 
thy Son, in Bonds, Affidtions, Tanomin 
and: Death; What will become of hs 
who have diſhonour d the Lord Jeſus in the 
Chariot of his Triumph, with all the Glory, 
Power, Wiſdom, and Santtity of the Uni- 
verſe under his Feet 2 Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my Mouth, and keep the door 
of thy Servant's Lips; let nothing proceed 
thence, but what being in Subjection to thy 
Will, and Holy and Harmleſs in its ſelf, 
may tend to the G/ory of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the Advantage of my Soul. 
Let me kiſs the Son leſt he be Angry, and 
T periſh in mine infidelity. Let me Em- 
brace him in his Abaſement and Exinani- 

tion, 
"= 
-S 
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tion, that he may Crown me in his Exal- 


tation. 


EET nll 


Of the Proceſſion of Chriif to Golgorha. 


T was now the * third honr, and 4- 


k Mark 15. 25. bout the | ſixth, or near Noon (For 


1 John 19. 14. 


m Eyſch. in Ec- 
cles. Hiſt. I. 7. 
c. 8. Joſeph. 1, 


the Fews divided the day into four equal 
parts, which they call'd/ hours, the 
firſt, from Six in the Morning tHI Nine; 
the third, from about Nine to High- 
noon; the ſixth, from thence to Three 
in the Afternoon; the ninth, from 
Three to about Six in ;the Evening ; 
and whatſoever was done in any part 
of theſe four {paces, ;was ſaid to be 
done in that Hour, and to of the Night:) 
when Pilate having ' walh'd away (as 
he thought) the guilc from himlelf 
(tho he did nor atterwards go un- 
uniſl'd, for he was '®\banith'd toY1enna, 
where he lived ingloriouſly, till in de- 
{pair he Slew himielf, ) gaye ſentence 


7 - that it ſhould be as rhey required, und 
3.7 releaſed unto em bim that for Sedition and 
Muraer was ca '\into Priſon, whom they 
defired, but deliver'd Feſws to their will to 
* Matt. 27.26. be 9 Cratified. Then 
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Then did the Fews, having obtain'd 
what they ſo much-deſir'd, and the 
Roman Soldiers, who could have no 
Tenderneſs for a Perſon Condemned un- 
der the Notion of a Traitor, pour the 
full Torrent of their Infolencies upon 
him, P repeating all their former Affronts * M-#- 27-39, 
and Torments, Reviling, Smiting, Buf- ** 
feting, and Spitting upon him; till wea- 
ry of theſe fad preludiums of Miſery, 
and to be more ſeriouſly cruel, they 
pulFd oft from him the Ludibrious Pur- 
ple, and put his 1 own Raiment on him, for , 1... 
1s greater confuſion before the all peo- 
ple, thar he might more readily be 
nown by 'em, his Face being ſo Spir 
upon, Swell'd and Bloody, that he 
was no longer to be known by thar. 


- Only they leave him the Crown of 


Thorns, as they thought for the greater 
aggravation of his Sorrows, but de- 
ſign'd by Providence as an Emblem of 
his Sovereignty, that Chriſt being once 
Crowned {ſhould be a King for ever, 
nor ſhould evermore any Enemies pre- 


| vail againſt his Kingdom, 


Thus was the © Heir led forth of his - za. 21.38, 
own Vineyard by theſe wicked Hus- 39- 
bandmen to be put to Death, the truc 
Sin-offering whoſe Figure under the | 
Law was to be burnt * without the * Lev. g. rr: 

Camp, 


-* 


r Ex:d. 16. 6. 
Yy Ejr. F. 6. 


_ Pſalm. IOJ. 
14,36 


Y Zec.9. 9. 
John 12. 15, 
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Camp, as a Thief, a Seducer, a 


Blaſphemer, and a Rebel, Revil'd, A- 
bus'd, and Curſed of all, according 


- to that of the Prophet, © I go hence, 


like the ſhadow tnat departerh, and am 
driven away, as the Locuſt; I was 
made alſo a reproach unto 'em, and 
when they lookt upon me, they ſha- 
ked their Heads. He who had deliver- 
ed *em from ſo great Captivities, and 
from the Idolatrics of * Ezyprand * Ba- 
byloz, and admitted 'em into the Bor- 
ders of his Sanctuary, is now forc*d 
by 'em our of his own Inheritance, and 
in the company of Thicvcs drag'd to 
Slaughter. 

O how unlike was chis leading forth 
to that whereby he brought their Fa- 
rhers our of Bondage, when he ſuffer'd 
no Man to do 'em * wrong and reproved 
ev'n Kings for their ſakes? He brought 
them forth alſo with Si:ver and Gold, there 
was not one feeble perſon amang their Tribes, 
There has paſt bur five days, , ſince he 
was received into the Ciry, more deſi- 
rable then'the Paſlover it felf; and now 
he muſt become aSacrifice to their dete- 
ſtable inconſtancy. 'Then he came riding 
in Triumphant manner, as the Propher 
had Y foretold ofthe true King of Sos ; 
now {carcely ſtands under the weighr 


of 


Chriſfs Safferings. 
of miſeries. Then was he accompanied, 
and adorn'd by his Diſciples ; now they 
are all fled and abſconded. Then were 
the ways * Strowed with Flowers, Palmn- 
branches, and Garments of the People ; but OY tw "a 
now are his Feet dathr againſt the ** * *" 
Stones. Then did the whole multi- 
rude, that went before and followed, 
give prailc unto God with a loud voice, 
and to him che Acclamations due to a 
Mighty Prince and the Son of the E- 
ternal King, ſaying, * Foſanna, Bleſſed* Mari 11. 9. 
& hethat cometh in the name of the Lord: © 
Bleſſed be the Kingdom of owr Father Da- 
wid, that cometh in the name of the Lord 
Fofanna in the higheſt : but now they 
cry, away with him, away with him, 
Crucifie him, and we will have no King 
bur Ceſar. And that his paſſage mighc 
be the more dolorous, they lay upon 
his Shoulders a ponderous Crols, to 
add to his pains, and make the people 
believe, he was the greateſt malefattor 
that was ro ſutter chat day. 
And he > bearing his Croſs went forth. » 546g 19. v7, 
A great ſight. And if beheld with _ 
Picty, a grear Myſtery, in witich was 
fulfil'd that of 7aiah, where lie ſays, _ c, 
the © Gevernment ſhall be upon his Shoul-* 4-96. * «og 
ders; for the Principality of Chriſt 1s 
his Croſs, whereby he has 4 overcome 8 0, ,.55. 
| ®, Hell 
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Io, I1. 


f Lake 19. 41. 
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Hell and Death, and for which God 
has highly © exalted him, and given him 
a Name which is above every Name; 
that at the Name of Feſ# every Knee 
ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, in 
Earth, and under the Earth; and that 
every Tongue ſhould confeſs, that Fe- 
ſs Chriſt is Lord to the Glory of God 
the Father. 

Neverthelcſs how forrowful mult it be 
to Chriſt, thus to depart our of rhar 
City which he had always highly fa- 
vour'd, and equal'd to the Heavens 
for Power and Riches, and over which 
he had ſolately * ſhed a flood of Tears, 
in compaſiion of the deſolation which 
ſhould come upon her2 How grievous 
mult it be to ſupport with his bruiſed 
Fleſh a croſs of that length that it 
could only be drag'd by him (for 


e Deut. 21.23. none Would touch the 8 accurſed tree 


ro aſſiſt) and every ſhock muſt neceſſa- 
rily create to his wounded Shoulders, 
and Head afflicted with Thorns, into- 
lerable pains? 

Yet this was the leaſt part of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, or rather he bore at 
the ſame time a greater, a more gric- 


> >/al, 22. 14, VOUS, a Spiritual Crols, his Þ heart be- 


ing in the midſt of his body like melting 
wax moulten in the fiery furvace of Gods 
Trath : 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 195 

wrath : For the Lord ? laid on him the * 1/--. 53. 6. 
iniquities of us all, and he became a * & Gal. 3. 13. 
curſe for us, (every one being accur- 

ſed rhar | hangerh ona tree) that we ! Des:. 21. 23. 
might be deliver'd from the curſe of 

the Law, and be made the ® Righte- 2 Cer. 5. 27. 
ouſneſs of God in him. . 


Prayer. 


O wounded Love, and Prince of the 
Afﬀiicted, thou bareſt tur Croſs with an in- 
wvincible Patience, and we Perfidionſly [hun 
thine ; tho thine be temporal and light to us, 
and that which thou bareſt for tis, would 
have cruſh'd us to Eternity. Thou haſt 
tauaht ws, that he that will ® (aye his © Marr.19. 39. 
life ſhall loſe ir; and he that will 
loſe it for thy ſake ſhall find it; grart 
us therefore, we beſeech thee, a ſuitable re- 
ſolutien, that we may take up our Croſs, and 
follow thee ; and ſuffer us not to fink under 
it, nor to ſhrink from it. That ſo we may 
carefully undergo all the Sacred Adts and 
Offices of true Repentance, which is the 
Croſs of Sinners, in imitation of thee our 
dear Maſter, mho haſt ſuffer d for ns the 
ntmoſt malice of Men, and left us an Ex-” 


ample that we ſhould fol-low thy ſteps. 


O 2 SECT. 
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e Phil. 2.9. 
To, II. 


f Luke 19. 41. 


8 Deut. 21.23. 
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Fell and Death, and for which God 
has highly © exalted him, and given him 
a Name which is above every Name; 
that at the Name of Feſ#s every Knce 
ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, in 
Earth, and under the Earth; and that 
every Tongue ſhould confeſs, that Fe- 
ſus Chriſt is Lord to the Glory of God 
the Father. 

Neverthelcſs how ſorrowful mult it be 
to Chriſt, thus to depart our of thar 
City which he had always highly fa- 
your'd, and equal'd to the Heavens 
for Powcr and Riches, and over which 
he had ſolately * ſhed a flood of Tears, 
in compaſſion of the defolation which 
ſhould come upon her2 How grievous 
mult it be to ſupport with his bruiſed 
Fleſh a croſs of that length that it 
could only be drag'd by him (for 
none would touch the 8 accurſed tree 
ro allilt) and every ſhock muſt neceſia- 
rily create to his wounded Shoulders, 
and Head afilicted with Thorns, into- 
lerable pains? 

Yet this was the leaſt part of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, or rather he bore at 
the ſame time a greater, a more gric- 


b pſal. 22. 14, VOUS, 4 Spiritual Croſs, his ® heart be- 


ing in the midſt of his body like melting 
wax moulten in the fiery furvace of Gods 


Trath : 
\ 
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»rath : For the Lord * laid on him the * 1/s:. 53. 6. 

iniquities of us all, and he became a * * &#!. 3: 13- 

curſe for us, (every one being accur- 

ſed that | hangerh ona tree) that we ! Dew. 21. 23. 
might be deliver'd from the curſe of 

the Law, and be made the ® Righte- ” = Cer. 5. 21, 
ouſneſs of God in him. 


Prayer. 


O wounded Love, and Prince of the 
Afilicted, thou bareſt eur Croſs with an in- 
vincible Patience, and we Perfidiouſly [hun 
thine ; tho thine be temporal and light to us, 
and that which thou bareſt for us, would 
have cruſh'd us to Eternity. Thou ha 
taught ws, that he that will ® (aye his ” Marr-19. 39. 
t life ſhall loſe it; and he that will 
ſ loſe it for thy ſake ſhall find it; grant 
| us therefore, we beſeech thee, a ſuitable re- 
ſolutien, that we may take up our Croſs, and 
follow thee ; and ſujfer us not to fink under 
it, nor to ſhrink from it. That ſo we may 
carefully unaereo all the Sacred Ads and 
Offices of true Repentance, which is the 
Croſs of Sinners, in imitation of thee our 
dear Maſter, mha haſt ſuffer” d for ns the 
ntmoſt malice of Men, and left us an Ex-” 


ample that we ſhould fol-low thy ſteps. 


%* 


O 2 SECT 


® Luke 23. 27. 


P Tohn 16. 20: 
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SEC TI. XXXIV. 


Of Chriſt's Predidion of the Miſeries of 
the Jews. 


' OW all this while there 9 went 
with him a great company of people, 
and of Women which alſo bewail'd and la- 
mented him. Not but that many good 
Men likewiſe were concern'd on the 
{ſad occaſion, whoſe inward ſighs accom- 
panied the Womens Tears; but the Fe- 
male as the more contemptible Sex, 
dared more freely to expreſs their grief 
before the Magiſtrates, which by the 
Edict of Tiberius was forbidden towards 
{uffering Malefactors. And the ſaying 
of our Saviour was fulfilPd which he 
had ſpoken, P Verily, werily T ſay unto 
you, ye ſhall weep andlament, but the World 


fhall rejoxce, The Chief Prieſts and 


cheir Miniſters went joyfully to {ce him 
die, and to fill their Eyes with the Tra- 
gick Speacle ; but his Diſciples fol- 
low'd him mournfully afar off: And 
the pious Women who had beliey'd, 
and abhor'd his Death, would bewail 
him Suffering, Dying, and Dead. 

Our 


Fro_ 


4s. 


Chriſt's $ uſferings. 


Our Gracious Lord regardleſs of the 


furious Multitude, and 4 knowing who 4 2Tim. 2. 
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Ig, 


are his, turns co thele, ſaying, * Daugh- « ;,4, 1. wc 


ters of Feruſalem, weep not for me, but 
for your ſelves, and for your Children. For 
behold the days are coming in which 
they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the Barren, 
and the Wombs that never bare, and 
the Paps thar never gave ſuck; and fo 
great ſhall be the Terror, they ſhall 
begin to ſay to the Mountains, fall on 
us, and to the Hills, cover us, as if 
the dreadful Day of Judgment were 
then appearing. 

Not that it was indecent to bewail 
his Paſſion (for humanity commands 
a Sympathy, and fome piry towards 
the Sufferings of a real oftender, much 
more towards the misfortunes of an In- 
nocent Perſon) Burt becauſe it was not 


fir to bewail him as others, who diced. 


not as others die, (for we come to 
Death by Sin, bur Chriſt came to Death 
by Rightcouſnels,) therefore he ſays, 
Daughters of Jeruſalem, there is no ne- 
ceflity you ſhould weep for me who 
have long ſince becn prepar'd to go this 
ſad proceiſion. I ſutter nor rhis for my 
own Sins: And, what you are Ignorant 
of, this my end will bring Joy tothe 
whole World. Such Grief becomes not 


Q 3 thole 
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choſe who Triumph, nor is Lamenta- 

tion ſuitable ro Victory. Bur if your 
renderneſs muſt vent in Tears, you 
have reaſon to ſhed abundance for your 
ſelves and your Poſtcriry, to avert (if 
poſſible ) thoſe Dreadful Judgments 
which hang over this City and Nation. 
For behold thoſe adverſe rimes are com- 
i1g, when Men as well as Women, 
Young and Old, Rich and Poor, ſhall 
be reduc'd to ſuch ſtreighrs, that they 
ſhall wiſh they had never been Born, 

nor cver had Sons or Daughters. Yea 
ſo great ſhall be the afrightment, chat 


' ye ſhall wiſh your Telves under 


che Earth rather than upon it, in the 
Bowels of the Mountains, and the Ca- 
verns of the Hills, leaſt any one ſhould 
ſee, or find you out. For if they do 
. theſe things in a green tree, in me and 
my Diſciples : What Foal be done in the ary? 
If I who have done * no Sia, who am the 
u /iving Vine, and the * bread of Life, 
paſs nor out of the World without this 
ficry tryal: What ſhall become of thoſe 
who arc void of all fruit, who are near 
to X curſing, and wheſe end is to be burned ? 
If Judgment begin atthe Houſe of God, 
and all that will live Godly ſhall ſuſſer 
perſecution : Whar ſhall be the end of 
raem that obcy not the Goſpel 2 

Ah, 


l 
4 
f 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 

Ah, my dear Readcr, how Quick 
and Powcrful, how Sharp and Piercing 
is this word of God, even to the divi- 
ding aſunder the Soul and Spirir, and 
of the Joynts and Marrow: What a 
diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the Heart? How ihall God puniſh us 
for our own Sins, Who 1s ſo wrarthful- 
ly difpleasd with our Redeemer, for 
the Sins which are none of his 2 If Chriſt 
his Obedient Son were thus grievouſly 
Afﬀlicted, how ſhall his Rebellious Ser- 
vants hope to eſcape unpuniſh'd 2 And 
what mult the Reprobate undergo in 
the day of Judgment, if ſuch be the 
ſufferings of the beſt beloyed 2 Oh the 
infinite anger of God! Oh the ineſti- 
mable rigour of his Juſtice, who is 
thus enraged againſt his only Son, his 
beloved Son, his Son the partaker of 
his Eſſence: And that not for his own 
Sin, but becauſe he intcrceded for Sin- 
ners! What will become of the pollu- 
red Soul, which continucs {till ro go on 
ſecurely in Sin; when the Immaculate 
Feſus is thus tormented? Let the Crea- 
ture fear, which has Crucified the 
Creator. Let the Servant trembie who 
has ſlain his Lord. 


O 4 


Prayer. 
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Prayer 


O thou Great God of Power and Mercy, 
whoſe Lig htning Flaſhes preceed the Thunder, 
to give warning of thy Wrath, and Terror 
to the Univerſe ; and who nw7 puniſheſt 
Sinuers without premenition ; lt thy ſore 
judements threatned againſt othcrs, and at 
laſt inflicted on 'em becauſe of their Obſti- 
nacy, waken our Souls out of their Sinful ſe- 
curity, to a due conftaeration of thoſe means 
which may avoid them: that we turning 

from our Sins, thou mayeſt turn from thy 
fierce anger, and leave a bleſſing, and we 
Periſh not. For if the preſent puniſhments 


of the Impenitent, are the fore-runners of 


the Eternal Torments to be inflicted on 'em 
in Hell; thy Temporal Mercies towards re- 
turing Sinners ſhall be their aſſurances of 


thy cucrlaſting Favours. 


Chrifl's Sufferings. 


S6& © 1. AXAT 


Of the Bitter Potion given to Chriſt at 
Golgotha. 


Hile Feſus was thus painfully 

Y Y Travclling in the way (ci- 
ther becauſe they thought he went roo 
ſlowly under the weight, and their fu- 
ry was impatient of aay delay; or that 
they fear'd he might Faint and Die and 
Fruſtrate the cruel end & ſhame they had 
deligned ; or that they would reſerve 
his Spirits for his greater Torture) ha- 
ving found a man of Cyrene, Y Simon by 
name, him they compeit'd to bear his Croſs, 
a perſon byProvidence* paſling the road 
at this juncture, and his name by inter- 
pretation ſignifying Obcdicnt,as if God 
would thereby tcachus that none can 
bear it profitably, but ſuch as are atten- 
tive,and ſubmiſſive to hisWill; and that he 


. will not ſuffer the faithful to be. tempted * 


above their ability, but together with the 
temptation give a means to eſcape. There 
were allo two MalefaCtors led with him 
to be pur to Death, for his greater dil- 
grace and increaſe of Gricf, by dying 

Te! 
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} Matt. 27.32, 


? Mark 15.21. 


2 I Cor.I0. I3. 
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in theirCompany, after he had firſt ſeen Nx 
them ſtruggle in the pangs of Death Þ ; 
before him. F 
> Mark rs. 22 Atlaſtthey came to Þ> Golgotha, which |} | 
© Luke 23. 33. 15 the ſame with © Calvary, a mount on | , 
the Welt fide of the City, and by ſig- Þ 
nification the place of a Scull, for be- #_ 
ing the common place of Exccution, 
there lay the Bones of ſuch as before 
had Suftered, the Frightful remains of 
what the ravcnous Birds or Beaſts had 
left. of their devoured Carcaſles ; a 
place among the Fews of the grea- 
teſt impurity, for none mizht tonch 
4 arad body and be 4 cleay, much 
leſs the Bones of a curſed Malefactor, 
© Deut, 21. 23. and ſuch was every one that © hanged upon 
2 tree; nor was any thing thought by 
em to give a greater Contagion of 
Pollution, then the * burning Mens 
Bones upon what they intended to 
prophane. Nevertheleſs our Saviour 
who had himſelf alſo 8 repreſented the 
"47-23-27 abominations of the Hypocrites by 
theſe Emblems of defilement, would 
deſcend himſelf ro the extreameſt im- 
purities, that he might ſanRtific and 
cleanſe whatſoever was impure; and 
by humbling himielf reach us the true 
way to Glory. So different are the 


ways of Chriff from thoſe of the World, 
| which 


4 Nu.19. 11. 


f r King. 13.2. 
2 King 23. 16. 
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which aims at high things by haſty 
f aſcents, and the more it 1s lifted up, 
} falls with the greater ruin : Bur Chriſt 
# would be dignified by the loweſt abaſc- 
= ment, and by how much more he emp- 
” tied himſelf and became poor for our 
© ſakes, by ſo much morc he was cxalt- 
- cd to Glory by the Father; and has 
{ left us an aſſurance of the Truth of 
that remarkable ſentence, ®t Whoſorwver * £xte 74. 17. 
exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and hz that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 
| Here, being wearied and almoſt 
ſpent with a ſleepleſs night paſt in ſhame 
and vexation, a ſorrowful morning of 
continual hurry from one judicarure to 
another, pain of cruel {courging and 
venomous Thorns, barbarous Infolen- 
cies, the weight of the Croſs, and his 
tireſome aſcent to the Theatre of his 
Death, they offer him ſomething to 
+ Drink out of a feigned compaſlion, as 
+.1f rhey would now commilerate his 
 Griefs. But alas, the tender Mercics 
of the Wickcd are! cruel, it was ® Vine- i p-ov. 12. 10. 
gar with Gall, or | Wine mingled with | 27-34- 
Myrrh, a nauſeous Potion, which they 7 15 33: 
had prepar'd to mock his thirſt, and 
_ to ſtay and Afllict his decaying Spirits, 
not thinking they were ar the ſame 
© rime giving Teſtimony to his Truth : 
J | | For 


»HX .- 


Lt Pfal. 69. 21, 


n Matt. 27.34. 


© Ls 16G. 25. 
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For the Pſalmiit had long before pre- 
dicted in his Perſon, that they ſhould 
= the Meſſhah ® Gall zo eat, and when 
e was thirſty, Vinegar to drink. But our 
Saviour havizg taſted thereof would not " 
arink. | | 
Go now Intemperate and Luxurious 
Sinner, who art ſtrong in Wineand Va- 
liant in exceſles, cloath thy ſelf in Pur- 
ple and fine Linnen, and fare ſumpru- 
ouſly every day ; while the Holy Jeſus 
among dcad Mens Bones, and the grea- 
reſt Impurities, condeſcends to taſt the 
bictcr Antidote of thy debauches. Burt 
remember the anſwer of Abraham, in 
wholc Bolom the once poor Lazarus 
then lay ſatisfied, ro Dives the Glutton 
tormented in Hell Flames, and deſiring 
a drop of Water to cool his Tongue, 
o Son, thou in thy life time receivedlſt thy 


good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
things: but now he ts comforted and thou 
art tormented, Temperance is a purga- 
tive Virtuc of the Soul, and cxalts the 
Spirit by ſubduing the Body ; Is the 
Mother of good rhoughts, and leads 
us tro God, by a duc conſideration of 
our latter end, when we mult leave all 
that we have cnjoy'd, and render an 
account of the right uſe or abuſc of 'em , 


> ze. 8.13 Agd (urely if the P Suffcrings of this 


preſent 


FY A. a nm OA Lad 
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preſent Seaſon are not worthy to be 

compar'd with the Glory which ſhall 

be reveal'd hereafter ; then the Religi- 

ous forbearance of Temporal content- 

ments can bear no proportion with the 

injoyment of God, in whole 4 preſence 3 2/z/. 16. r7. 
is the fulneſs of Joy, and at whoſe 

right hand are pleaſures for evermore. 


Prayer. 


O Gracious Lord, who lived ſt Abſtemi- 
ouſly, and denyed'ft thy ſelf all refreſhment 
in the greateſt neceſſity, and thirſtedſt for 
me that 1 might thirſt after thee; Let all 
my Appetite be only for thee, who art the * © 7991 6. 35- 
bread of Life which cameſt down from Hea- 
ven, and the Fountain of living * Waters, * Joh 4. 19: | 
of which whoſoever drinks ſhall be an ever- 
laſting * Spring hinifelf, never arie, but 
flfd Eternally with the dew of thy Exube- 


rant Love. 


t Tobn 7. 38 


* AL3f8. 27.35. 
Mark 15. 25. 
Luke 23.31. 
John 19. 18. 
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ÞEC TT. XXXYVL 


Of” the Crucifixion of Chris. 


HE Evangcliſts having attended 

our Lord to Mount Calvary, ate 
very ſhort as to the cruel Circumſtances 
wherewith he was nailed to the Crofs, - 
and only * ſay, they crucified him there : 
For our Tears arc moſt ſuitable to this 
part of the Paſſion, which none can be 
able fully ro exprets ; and our power- 
fulle't Eloquence on this Subject will 
be the Threnody of a broken Heart. 
Nevertheleſs, in expreſſing fo little of 
the mannerof it, they have left us much 
to be rhoughr on with moſt paſſionate 
Reflexions. 

They force the Garments from his 
wounded Body, and every Scourge now 
bleeds afreſh ; while rhe haſty avulſion 
of the coagulated Blood cauſes in his 
tender Fleſh intolerable Pain : Beſides, 
che expoſing his naked Body added to 
it the higheſt Indigniry of Shame in 
the Interpretation of his barbarous Ene- 
mies, who thought it ſo great an Ig- 


nominy to thoſe that «ied to expoſe their 
Bodies 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 

Bodies to the view of the people, that 
where the Bodys of the dead were our 
of the reach of their Adverſaries, 
they thought ir moſt highly oppro- 
brious to their Ghoſts, to take bur 
their repreſentation and affix ir to a 
Croſs. 

His Body thus denudated, bur till 
are | crown'd with Thorns, to add Terror to 
aces || his unſpeakable Grief, they prepare the 


ols, . | Croſs before his Eyes, the Alrar on 
re - which the Lamb of God was to be {a- 
his crific'd, but among the Jews the * ac-* Deur. 21. 23. 
be curſed Tree. ( Not that Suſpenſion was 
Cr- any of the Capital Puniſhments preſcri- 
ill bed by the Law of Moſes, or that by 
rt, any Tradition or Cuſtom of the Jews 
of | they were wont to puniſh Malefactors 
[1 by that Death ; but ſuch as were pu- 
e niſhed with Death among them, were, 
for che Enormirty of their Fact, oft-rimes 
'S after Death, expos'd to the Ignominy 


of a * Gibber, and thoſe being fo hang- 


the Gentiles it was the worſt of Deaths, 
the Puniſhment of Slaves, and of. the 


i N 
1 ed, were accurſed by the Law.) Among | 2-w*- 21-22. 
; 
L 


-moſt deſperate Perſons in the World. 
For the Death of a crucified Man was 
the moſt continual Languiſhing, and 
Tearing a Soul from the Body with 
molt exquiſite Violence and Agony ; in 
tnat 


7 Deut. 21. 23- 


* Eph. 2, 15, 


2 Col. 2, 14. 
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that the Hands and Feet, which of all 
Parts of the Body are moſt nervous, 
and conſequently moſt ſenſible, were 
picrced through with Nails; which 
cauſed not a {udden Diſpatch, but a 
lingring and rormenting Death: Inſo- 
much that the Romans, who molt us'd 
it, have thence deduc'd their Expreſſions 
of Cruciation or Pain: And their Em- 
perors which'were naturally of any mer- 
ciful Diſpoſition, firſt cauſed ſuch as 
were adjudged ro Cruciiixion, to be 
ſhin, and thcn ro be nailed to a Croſs. 
Now though Chriſt were not to die 
by the Seatcnce of the Jews, who had 
loft the ſuprcam Power in Caules capi- 
tal, and {o not to be condemned to any 
Death which was contained in their 
Law; yer the Providence of God did 
ſo diſpoſe it, that he ſhould ſuffer that 
Death which did contain in it that ig- 
nominious Particulariry to which the 
legal Curſe belong'd, which was Y hang- 
ing oj a Tree: Thar he might become a 
Curſe for us, and aboliſh in his Fleſh 
the Z Enmity, even the Law of Com- 
mandments, blotting out the * ZZaxd- 
writing of Ordinances which was againſt 
us, and which was contrary to us, nail- 
ing it to his Crols. So truly did he 
make himſelf of no Repuration, and 
took 


 ——— 
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and humbled himſelf, and became obe- 


209 
took upon him the ® Form of a Seryanr, * 51. -. 7. 8. 


dient unto Death, even the Death of 


the Croſs, a ſervile Puniſhment of the 
greateſt Acerbity, enduring the Pain ; 
of the greateſt Ignominy,.. deſpiſing the 
Shame. 

Having caſt him on the Wood wich 
great Immanity, with the ſame Violence 
they ſnatch his Left hand, and nail it ; 
forcing the Fleſh together into the Tree. 
But the Sinews contracting to one ano- 
thers help, and the Right hand nor 
reaching the appointed place, they pro- 
cced by cruel Acts, encreaſing Torment, 
to ſtrain it thither with their utmoſt 
Force, till after many Trials, with grear 
Difficulty, they nail it alſo to the tran(- 
verſe Beam. 

Afterwards in like manner they pierce 
his Feet, and draw and expand 'em till 
all his Joyntsarc looſed, and the Nerves, 
Veins, Fibres, and Bones of his whole 
Body, arc cafily to be numbred, ac- 
cording to that of the Plalmiſt, 7hey 
© pierced my hands and my fect, I may tell 


© all my Bones: For the Nails being driven 


in the moſt ſenſible Parts of the Body, 
where the Nerves and Bones mect in 
that manner that they cannot be (epa- 


rated without exquiſite Torment, they 
r never 
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never left their rorcuring Activity, till 
by their dolorous Impretſions they had 
forced his Death. 

Thus were thoſe powerful hands ex- 
cended in Miſery, which fo lately had 
cur'd the 4 Blind and © Deaf, cleans'd 
the f LZepcrs, rais'd rhem thar were falln, 
and loos'd them that were bound of 
8 Satars, Thus were thoſe adorableFeet 
rransfixt with Nails, which had gone 
about doing continual Good, and to 
which the Þ® Seas had given themſelves 
for a Pavement, and Peace preceeded 
wiicherlocyer they wenr, Thus was 
tir Sacred Body hung upon the Wood, 
naked, and expos'd to all manner of 
Shame and Torment, in which all the 
i Treaſures of Wiſdom and Power were 
hid. Thus was that Face, more beau- 
tiful than the Sons of Mcn, which com- 
fortea the Afiticted, and the Light of 
whole Countenance the Fathers and 
Prophets had fo much defired, chang'd 
1:to the Palencis and Horrour of Death. 

What hait thou donc, O Beauty a- 
bove all Bcauties, and how haſt thou 
dciery d this, molt amiable Love, that 
chou art thus expos'd, vilificd, and tor- 
menied 2 What is thy Crime, and the 
Caulc of all thy Grief? Whartis it that 
has laid thee on the Altar of the Croſs, 
naked, 


till 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
naked, bleeding, tortured, and dying? 


Is it not as the Holy * Prophet long « 31. 5;: 


ſince declar'd, That thou ſhould'ſt be 
ſmitten and numbred among the Tran\- 
greſſours, That thou ſhould'ſt pour out 
thy Soul to Death, That thou ſhould'ſt 
be cur oft from the Land of the Living ? 
and all for the Tranſgreſſions of the 
People > The Lord has laid on thee 
the Iniquities of us all. Thou arc 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions. Thou 
art bruiſed for our Sins. The Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace is upon thee; and 
by thy Stripes we are healed. 

We complain of the Jews Malice, of 
Fudzs's Treaſon, of Pilate's Injuſtice , 
and the Romans Cruelty ; but we are 
among thy Cruciticrs, and ought to look 
nearer home. Our Treachery was the 
Judas which betray'd thee ; our Cove- 
touſnels fold thee to thy Enemies ; our 
malignant Envy accus'd thee ; our Per- 
jury was the falſe Witneſs againſt thee ; 
our Injuſtice the Pilate that condemn'd 
thee; our Pride ſcourg'd thee; our 


\Luſts crown'd thee with Thorns, and 


pierc'd thy Sacred Hands and Feet with 
Nails. 

We, we then are the Cauſe of all 
thy Grief, We are the fole Aurhors of 
theſe ſad Calamities. We haye caten 
i Þ rhe 
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the fowr Grapes, and thy Teeth are 
ſet an edge, And ſhall we now give up 
our ſclvcs to Mirth, while thou weep- 
eſt, ſuffcreſt, and thirſteſt > Shall we 
court Plcafures, and purſue them with 
grcedineſs, whilſt hou art hanging and 
Janguithing on the Croſs? Shall we 
anoint our Hcads, and {pcnd our pre- 
cious time in the vain adorning of our 
zodics, whiuit thou art horrible with 
Spirt:e and Biood 2 Shall we commit 
V/ickednels with both hands, and our 
feer be {iwiit to thed Blood, while thine 
ia the mean time are faſtned to the 
Wood, and biced > And ſhall we crown 
our Heads with Flowers and Garlands, 
while thine is ſurrounded with the 


ſharpeſt Thorns 2 Or ſhall we, by re- 
peating all this, Crucific thee atreſh, 
and put thee to an open and conti- 
nual Shame 2? 


Prayer. 


O Gracieits L.ozd | who cant to cleanſe 
it by thy Bleed, put an end ty thy Grace 
to the Contazion of Sin, Teighten our 
Appreher/ron ef the Guilt of cur Tranſeref- 
frons,- by making 1:5 ſ:»fible of the Great- 
neſs of thy Sufferings. Fer certainly they 
had d:{.rved cteraal Confuſion, for whom i 


W.7sy 


Chriſt's Suſferings. 
was neceſſary thou fhonld"ſf be Expoſed 20 


ame, that they might never be co; #foun- 
aed: And their Impurities were great in= 
deed, which cont not be c: leans'd, but by 
thy immerulac Blood. 
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SIEC TT. XXXYE. 


Of the Exaltation of the Croſs. 


FT cannot be thought but the Mi- 

niſters of the Jewiſh Malice would 
ule all the Circumſtances of Rigour and 
Cruelty, towards a perſon, whoſe Death 
they had ſo earneſtly deſired: Inſo- 
much that having firſt moſt barbarouſly 
hung the Thieves, who were to ſuffer 
with him, on either ſide, that the Ap- 
prchenſion of their Miſeries might en- 
creaſe his Torment ; they ar laſt, with 
great Shouts and much Officiouſnels, 
ere&t his Croſs alſo into the Air, in 
order to put it into its proper Station : 
Whicly being a hole cut deep in the 
Rock, capableto receive the Foot of the 
Croſs, when they let it ſink in with a 
{udden impetuoſity, the violent Con- 
cuſſion gave infinite Torture to the rorn 
Body of our Lord, reſting now only 
upon four great Wounds; ſo that all 
Lis Joyats are loos'd, his Inwards trem- 
ble, and the Woands of his Hands and 
Fect are open'd, according to that of 


i p/:7. 22.14. the Prophet, 1 ars | pourcd out like Water, 


all 


ing the manner of his Death, 7hat 4s 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
all my bones are ont of joynt. My heart at- 
ſo in the midſt of my body is even like melts 
Ing Wax. 
Here it was that burſt forth the Ri- 
yer of our Paradiſe, the Fountain of 
the Blood of our Blefſed Redeemer, from 
the place of Pleaſure, rhe Body of our 
Lord, dividing it {eif into four parts, 
from the ſeveral Wounds of his hands 
and feet, and thence delcending and wa- 
tering the whole Earth, and waſhing a- 
way the Sins of all true Believers ; the 
Fountain of the ® Prophet which was « z,.. :;. x. 
to be opened to the Houſe of David 
and the Inhabitants of F-r»ſalcws, for 
Purification of their Unclcannets. And 
may this precious Blood ot the Lainb 
of God, ſlain intentionally for this pur- 
pole before the ® Beginning of the World, , p,,, ;> is. 
{often the hardneſs, moititen the drineſs, 
and make fertile the barrenneſs of our 
Hearts ; that they may be capable of 
thoſe inc{timable Benetits he has vur- 
chas'd for us by the Effuſion of ir. 
In this alſo was fulfill'd his own Pre- 
dictions which he had made concern- 


Moſes ® lifted up the Serpent in the Wits, q1, 11. 
derneſs, by looking on which the People that Nuns. 2: 9. 
were bitten of fiery Serpents were reſtored 
and li/d; fo he the Son of Man ſhould be 

P 4 lifted 


LY 


Ke 


od, 
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p, that whoſoever believeth in him, though 


wounded with the Infernal Serpent, ſhould 
zot periſh, but have everlaſting Life : And 


' again, When 7 am Plift up, that is, cru- 


cified, it being an Elevation or Lifting 
up on the Crols, 7 will draw all Men un- 
to me, Gentiles as well as Fews, to believe 
on mr. 


Prayer. 


Be it fo, my Jeſu, O draw me to thy 
felf; and by the Eye of Paith, let me ever 
behold thee, as ſufferins for me, that I may 
ever love thee, But alas, while I now uu 
thee, I can repreſent to my Thoughts nothing 
but the Shadow and Appearance of a Body 
all cruſted over with gore Blood. T look for 
Limbs, but find nothing but\ Wounds. 1 
look for the Enfigns of a glorious Redeemer ; 
7 difcern only a Skin all bloody, faſtned to a 
Croſs betweeu twoThieves,and ftrugling under 
the Conwvulſtons of Death. 

Bit O, Eternal Father, that which has 
made ty Sex thus vile and wretched in 
the Eyes of the World, has made him moſt 
preciozrs and acceptable in thy fight. Look 
down, we vrſeech thee, from thy Santtuary, 
and thy Dwelling-place in Heaven, and be- 
old the Sacrifice which our great Hligh- 
Prieſt and thy holy Chiid Jeſus offers nnto 
thee for the Sins of his Brethren, and be 
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favourable to the Multitud: of our Hniqui- 
ties, Behold the Voice of our Brother's 
Blood crying unto thee for Mercy upon 1. 
Behold the Lamb who is without Blemiſh, 
now bearing our Sins in his Body upon the 
Tree ; and look not y Hs 45 TC AVC its 


. our ſelves, but inthe face of thine Anointed, 


who becomes thus obedient unto Death, to 
deliver us from the Guilt of Diſobediznce : 
And let not the Scars of his Wounds ever 
depart from before thy Preſence, that thou 
may ſt ever. be mindful, in all our Tranſ- 
greſhons, how great a Ranſome he has paid 
for #5; and let his Blood be as the Rain- 
bow in thy fight, ever about thy Throne in 
Feaven, that thou mayſt no more deſtroy 
every living thing. Behold, O Creator, 
the Humanity of thy Son, and be ever mer- 
ciful to the Debilities of our Nature. Be- 
hold the torn Memhers of thy beloved, and 
remember our Snbſtance, that we are but 
Duſt. Behold the Sufferings of the Re- 
deemer, and forgive the Sins of the Re- 
deemed. 


SECT 
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S E C T. XXXVIIL 


Of the Scituation of Chriſt's Croſs between 
two Thieves, and the Title which Pilate 
afixed to it. 


UT it was not enough for the 
| cruel Jews to murder the Meſtah A 
[ by the painfulleſt kind of Death, un- | r 
[ leſs they might ſtain his very Paſſion 
| * John 19. 18. too, by placing him in the 4 midſt of 
| two egregious MalefaQtours, which, for | 
his greater Diſgrace, they had brought 
to ſuffer with him; that by Strangers 
he might be thought to be a Partaker 
in their Crimes, it not the worſt of all, 
by his Station between them ; and ſo 
it might be reported in the Neighbour- 
ing Regions, Thar three notorious Vil- 
lains were that day Crucified at Feru- 
falem, of which the Impoſtor that went 
by the Name of Feſws was, as being the 
TX chief, placed in the middlc ; whereby 
| the Scripture was fulfilled, which ſaich 
of him, And he was reckoned among the 


r Ini. $3. 12» © Tranſereſſonrs. 


Ne- 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
Nevertheleſs, there were ſome Re- 
ports went of the Purity of his Do- 
Arine, the Greatne(s of his Miracics, | 
the Sweetneſs of his Converſation, and 
the Beauty of his Perſon ; above all, the 
preſent view of his Sufferings, and ad- | 
mirable Patience and Clemency towards 

his Crucifiers, fill'd the Hearts of many 

with heavy Sighs, and their Eyes with 

an Inundation of Tears. And Plate, 

among the reſt, who beſt knew his In- 

nocence, and that for ! Envy he was * wa. 27. 18. 
deliver'd and condemn'd, prick'd in his 

Conſcience, and fearing the Conle- 

quence, leſt he might be defam'd or ac- 

cusd to Czſar tor conſenting to the 

Death of ſuch a wonderful Perſon with- 

out declaring the Cauſe of his Condem- 

nation, ( according to the Cuſtom of 

the Romans towards Maiciactors) or- 

der'd his Accuſation thus to be writ- 

ten, and to be faitned to the top of rhe 

Croſs, * Feſus of Nazareth the King of the * Johnrg. 19; 
Jews; that a Rumour ar leaſt might 

paſs, he was not put to death as a Pro- 

phet of the Jewiſh Nation, or as the TOES. 
Son of ſome immortal God, bur as a 

Spreader of Scdition among the People, 

and one who afic&ed a Kingdom in 

Femry: For ſo they had accus'd him ; 

u we found this Fellow perverting the Nas " Luk, 23. 2: 

tion, 


—_ 


The Hiſtory of 
tion, and forbidding to give tribute to Ce- 
far, ſaying that he himſelf is Chriſt a King : 
And when P/ate {ought to releaſe him, 
*72 19.12, they cried out, ſaying * If thou let this 
man 20, thou art not Ceſar's friend : Who- 
— makes himſ:lf a King ſpeaks again#t 

Cz[ar. 

This was the meaning of Plate by 
the Title, whereby he Thought to ſig- 
nific the Cauſe of his Condemnation. 
But as 1n the Predition of Cainphas con- 
cerning his Death, the Spirit of God 
had another Intention, different from 
the Deſign of the High-Prieſt ; ſo like- 
wiſe in this, beſides what Plate thought, 
as well as in the Mock-Purple, the 
counterfeit Scepter, and the bloody Di- 
adem of Thorns, 'which were myſtical 
Repreſentations of a real Kingdom , 
there was intended him a Name and 
2 Kingdom without end, and he was 
hgniticd ro be the true Meſpah, the King 

a both of Jews and Gentiles, whole * Dy- 

Sb. g. 10. 9 

P/al. 72.8. 11, mtnion ſhould extend from one Sea to the 
ether, and to whoſe Scepter the Kings of the 
Earth ſhould ſubmit their Majeſty. 

That this might be more manifeſt to 
the whole World, it was directed by 
Providence in the Y three chief Lan- 

7 902.29. 29. puapes; in Hebrew, becauſe of the Jews, 
who gloricd in the Law ; 1n Greek, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe of the Wiſe-men and Philoſophers 
of the Gentiles; in Latine, becauſe of 
the Romans, who then govern'd the 
Jews: Thar it might be known through- 
out the whole World, that almighty 
God had anointed this Jeſus to be a 
King over all Nations ; and the Z Pro- * Dar. 7. 14. 
pheſic of Canicl might be fulfill'd, which 
ſairh, There was given him 1 ominion and 
Glory, and a Kingdom, that all People, Na- 
tions and Laygnages, ſhould ſerv: him: 
his Dominion is an everlaſtins Dominion, 
mhich ſhall not paſs away, and his King- 
dom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 

The Jews therefore enyy'd him this 
Title, leſt every Tongue ſhould con 
fels afterwards that he was the Lord, 
of God the Father; and ' 
deſir'd Pilate that it might be 2 alter'd, « 544 59. 2r. 
or aboliſh'd : For they were now aſha- 
med, becauſe it might be thought by 
Strangers, this was their King, who 
was ſo ignominiouſly put to Death. 
But neither did > P:/ate endeayour to * John rg. 22, + 
alter it; nor would the Divine Provi- b, 
dence ſuffer it; this Title being given 
him by the Will of God. 


23, 


Prayer. 


© Phil. 2. 9, 
TO,1T. 
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Prayer. 


O King eternal, who for the Flumilia- 
tion of thy Beloved, and his Obedience un« 


to Death, even the Deith of the Crofs, has 


hizhly exalted him, and given him a Name 
which is above every Name: That at the 
Name of FESUS every Knee ſhould 
© bow, of things in Heaven, in Earth, 
and under the Earth; and that every 
Tongu? ſhould confeſs, That Jeſus Chriſt 


i Lord, to the Glory of God the Father : 
Grant, we beſeech thee, Converſion to Infi 


dels, to all Jews, Turks and Hereticks, 
that thy way may be known upon Earth, 
thy Saving Health to all Nations; and 


that they ſubmitting to the Kingdom of thine 


Ancinted, and living in Obedience to his 
Floly Goſpel, may be ſaved with the Rem- 
nant of the true Iſraelites, and all that 
confeſs him to intercede for us at the Right 
Hand of thy Majeſty in Heaven. 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


SECE AAA 


. | Of the Partition of Chriſt's Garments and 
the Irrifion of the People. 


N the mean time the Souldiers who £ 
| had nail'd him to the Croſs, and 
done the cruel part which belong'd ro 
their Office, took his 4 garments (and made * John 19. 23, 
| four parts, to every Souldier a part) and * 
alſo his coat: Now the Coat was without 
| ſeam, woven from the top throughout. They 
ſaid therefore among themſelves, let us not 
rent it, but caſt lots for it whoſe it ſhall be : 
that the Scripture might be fulfil d which 
ſaith, © They parted my raiment among * ?(i. 22. 18. 
them, and for my weſture they did caſt lots, 
Theſe things therefore the Souldiers did. 
And what could they do more 2? 
They handled him moſt Barbarouſly, 
to pleaſe the cruelty of his Bloody 
Perſecutors; They had nailed him to 
the Croſs tomake ſure of Death, which 
"the Chief Prieſts had ſo much defired ; 
That they had ſcized the poor ſpoil of 
his dying body, more out of luſt then 
any great Advantage, to ſhow and 
boaſt of it afterwards to their Compa- 
nions. 


py: 
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nions. And now they ſeem to be at a .Þ, 


loſs how to torment him further. 
When behold (leaſt any kind of 


Ignominy ſhould be wanting to the la- 
:mentable accrbiry of his Death) the 
inſulting multitude, in a malicious de- F 


riſion, call upon him to ſave himſelf. 
f 4nd they that paſſed by, railed on him, 
wazging their heads and ſaying, Ah thou 
that deſtroyeſt the Temple, and buildeſt it in | 
three days, ſave thy ſelf, and come down 
from the Croſs. Likewiſe alſo th: Chief 
Prieſts mocking, ſaid among themſelves, 
with the Scribes, He ſaved others, himſelf” 
he cannot ſave, Let Chriſt the King of Iſ- 
rael deſcend now from the Croſs, that we 


2ay ſee and believe. 8 He ruſted in God ; 
let him deliver him now if he will have him : 
for he ſaid, I am the Son of God. 

it is a Divinething to Sympathize, and 
Humanity requires pity towards a re- 
al offender, becauſe we are all ſubject 
tothe ſame infirmities ; but much more 
towards the Suffcrings of an innocent 
Man: and cruel mockings to an Afﬀi- 
ed perſon areas ſo many darts adding 
torture to the Soul, into whoſe wounds 
we ſhould rather pour the Balſom of the 
moſt render and compallionate Speeches. 
For who knows how ſoon (if left of 
God) he may ſtand in nced ot the ſame 
commileration? 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 

But his inhumane Murderers were 
not ſatisfied ro have loaded him with 
reproaches during his Tryal and after 
ſentence, unleſs rhey proſecute him to 
the very grave, and when his light is 
ſer, eccliple his Fame. The pains of 
his body they thought roo little, unleſs 
they might vex his departing Soul: here- 
in exerciſing a malice purely Diaboli- 
cal, to pervert him from God in his laſt 
conflict. They are no l-nger able to 
reach his Body with their Hands, and 
now they would blaſt his Soul with 
their infectious Breath, heaping toge- 
ther in one whatſoever before they had 
accus'd him of, or now wonid have . 
the ignorant People believe : ro root our 
the credit of his Miracles and Doctrine, 
and to imprint in the Multitude a dit- 
belief of his Truch. As if they had 
ſaid, ye fee now, (and nothing can be 
more plain) what a notorious Seducer 
and Impoſtor he was, who pretended 
to fave others and cannot ſave himlelf; 
and how little realon we have to believe 


. his commillton from God, who is thug 


deſerted, and difowned by him: For 
he is the God of Glory and nor of In- 
famy, the God of Life ani not of Death. 
And can he be any other then accurſcd 
of his Maker, who dies this accuried 

| Q Death, 


» 
wa—y_ 
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Death, for curſcd is every one that 1}. 
hangeth on a Tree? Or will God re=® | 
deem his People by ſuch an accurſed | 
wretch 2 In this therefore. were fulfilled 

» Pſal.35.15, thoſe {cveral Prophecies, Þ In mine ad- 
_ verſity they rejoyced, and gathered them- 
{-tves together : yea the wery abjects came to- 
gether againſt me unwares, making mows at 
me,and ceaſed not. With the fatterers were bu- 
' Pea. 3. 2. fic mockers who gnaſhed upon me with their 
Tecth. And again, ' Many one there be that 
ſay of my ſoul there is no help for him in hisGod. 
Burt God forbid that to prove him- 
{cif the Meſſiah, Chriſt ſhould have de- 
{cended from the Croſs. He might ca- 
ſily have done it, and the Devil would 
; have bcen glad of ir, for then the great 
work of Our Redemption had been 
hindred; whereas now the grand ac- 
culcr of our EldcrBrother,and all his evil 
Miniſters have Iabourcd in vain to ſup- 
preſs the Glory of out Lord. For the 
more they have cndeavyoured to dimi- 
niſh ir, the more it 1s cncreaſed, and 
and {pread abroad in the World. They 
derided him before Cajaphas, Pilate, and 
H red; They bound him as a Thief, 
and reprefcatecd him as a Traitor; They 
{pit upon him as a Toad, and thirſted 
tor his Dearh, and to effec it prefer'd 
a Murdcrcr ; They Buflcted, — 
an 


& 4 4 
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and Crown'd him with Thorns ; They 
loaded him with his Croſs, Crucified 
him between two Thieves in the moſt 
Tgnominious and Publick place; They 
envyed him the very Title under which 
he Suffer'd; and now all rogether, Chief 
Prieſts, Rulers, Scribes, Elders and 
People, and all that had any occaſion 
to paſs by or curioſity to come thither, 
(except ſome few faithful) exclaim'd 
upon him, and flander'd him, to ob- 
{cure him in perpetual Oblivion. 

Bur God has confounded all their 
Malice, and the more they have con- 
temn'd him, has Glorified him the 


more, and * exalted him with his right *48+5. 31. 


hand to be a Prince and a Saviour for to 


give repentance to Iſrael and forgiveneſs of 


Sins, and given him a | name above every" Phil. 2. g; 


ame, to be ador'd by every creature. 
Prayer. 


O God the Father, Merciful- and Graci- 
ons, whoſe pleaſure it is we ſhould confeſs 
thy Holy Child Jclus to be the Prince and 
' Saviour of the World ; IT Befeech thee, 
root out of my wavering heart all Scruple, 
Irreligion, and Prophaneſs ; and from my 
Tonzne Diſpute and Blaſphemy : That what- 
ſoever he has taught to be bilieud I may 
Q 2 embrace, 


ve 
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embrace, whatſoever he has commanded to 


be done I may pradtiſe, and in the ways of 


the Croſs, mhich he has ſanitified, I may 
follow him. Lighten mine Eyes with the 
beams of that liberty which thou granteſt to 
thy Chilaren of ſerving thee in full aſſurance 


of Faith, that I ſleep not in the Death of 


Sin. Call back my thoughts from their 
frequent wanatrings in thoſe barren Regions 


where the Truth is doubted, and fix me by 
thine infinite Grace aud Mercy, that I may 


ever adore and love thee through my Cruct-- 


fied Lord. 


——CR—ac —" *> - WW 
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S6ECTI XL 


Of Chriſt's 7ztercefſion to the Father for 
his Crucifeers. 


& © 


UR Bleſſed Saviour was now in 
the greateſt Agonies to which 
the Actions or Slanders of his Enemies 
could reduce him, and when they had 
ſpent all the poiſon of their lips that 
they were now reduc'd to an inyolunta- 
ry ſilence; He, that he might leave 
nothing undone which might magni- 
fie his Mercy above all their provoca- 


tions and to give an undeniable proof 
of 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
of his Miniſtery that he came to re- 
concile the World to God, broke into 


this molt admirable interceſſion for 
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them, ® Pather forgive them for they " Lu 23. 34- 


know not what they ao. 
O God! - O Goodneſs! O Love! 
What Word, what Speech, what Voice 
is this > He was not more ſenſible of 
the madneſs of the People, then he was 
compallionate of their infirmities, nor 
griev'd with their Malice ſo much as 
Merciful to their Sins. 
had objected againſt his being the Mel- 
ſiah, and now he will give them an un- 
doubted demonſtration oppoſing him- - 
ſelf by Prayer to the Anger of his God. 
Heavenly Father, whoſe Honour I 
have obſery'd, whole Commandments 
I have fulflld, and at whoſe Will and 
Pleaſure I was ſent into the World : 
and being of thy ſubſtance took hu- 
mane Nature, to be a Pacifier, Inter- 
ceſſor, and High-Prieſt, to make re- 
conciliation for the Sins of the People ; 
who now hang bleeding and dying up- 
on the Croſs, in the midſt of ſo many 
Reproaches, Torments, and Griets,offe- 
ring up my ſelf tothee inTears andCrys 
for the Sins of all whoever offend thee ; 
Spare thy people, Good Lord, ſpare 
them, and waſh away their Sins in my 
propitiatory Blood. 


Hitherto they 


Q 3 Adam 
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Adam tranſgreſs'd and his poſterity 
became abominable, and the whole 
World lies in wickednc(s: Even thine 
own Inheritance which thou haſt cho- 
ſen out of all People, and lov'd above 
the reſt of the works of thy Hands, 


have adacd this weight to the guilt of + 


all their Sins, to deny the Holy one 
whom thou haſt ſent, and to {pill my 
innocent Blood upon the Earth : For 
how great is my Dignity which they 
have ſet at nought? How infinite is thy 
Majeſty they have deſpis'd in me ? 
Nevertheleſs tho' hitherto thou haſt 
juſtly dealr with Man in ſhutting Hea- 
ven againlt his tranſgreſſions, and open- 
ing Hell, and ſending Death into the 
World; nor ſhouldſt rhou- ever juſtly 
{parec, without ſatisfaction to thy E- 
ternal Juſtice, nor could all the Blood 
of Men make that atonement ; yet now 
behold me who am come to atisfic thee 
_ by rhe dignity of my Divinity joyn'd 
to the nature of offending Man. Man's 
Salvation depends on me, on me alone, 
who came an exile hither from thoſe 
Eſſential Joys I had in thy Boſom, to 
ſuffer Cold and Heat, Hunger and 
Thirſt, Nakedneſs and Wearincls , 
Warchings andTemprations, Afflictions, 


Perſecutions, and this cruel Death. 
W hat 


Wt. 
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What Griefs, what Torments have 1 


not endur'd in this tender body of Fleſh > 


What Sorrow, what Streights, whar 
Agonies have I not experienc'd in this 
frail conſtitution of Morrals 2 Was there 


cver any grief like mine, wherewith 
thou haſt afflicted me in thy fierce an- 


ger? What remains then, O Father of 


Mercies, who haſt ®* preclaim'd thy 
{elf Gracious, Long-Selliing, and a- 
bundant in Goodneſs and in Truth, 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and 
Sin; but that rhou ſhould'it lay aſide 
thine Anger, Remir, Pardon, and 
Pour forth thn Grace. 

My Blood crys not for Vengeance, 


as 2 Abe's did againſt his Murderer ;.;,, 
nor do I appcal to thee now as a Judge, x4. 1 


bur as to a Father, I implore thy Mer- 
cy (unleſs there ſhall be any who ſhall 
account it unholy, and trample my 
Covenant under their Feet.) I have Par- 


don'd, who Sufter'd, and am Crucifed : 


Pardon thou thoſe, whom that thou 
mighreſt Pardon, thou ſenteſt me into 
the World thus to ſuffer. 

Now all manner of Sinners which 
ſhall ever be in the World, they are 
my Tormentors, they are my Crucifi- 
ers, as well as theſe Fews and Romans 
about me. I Pray therefore for all, as 


Q 4 ! 
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1 Suffer for all, and offer my lelf a ran” 
ſom for all: Bur more particularly. for 
theſe my Brethren (becauſe no Sin can 
equal theirs) that chou would(ſt be plea- 
{ed ro be favourable to their Blindneſs, 
for they know not what they do, The 
vail of Darkneſs is over their Hearts, 
and this covering of Fleſh nas clouded 
me, that they cannot diſcern my Divini- 
ty; bur hereafter chey will look on him 
whom they have pierced and mourn, 


and the World ſhall acknowledge me_ 


their Crucified Lord. Is it not by thy 
permiſiion that Sataz has thus blinded 
chem, and hid from their underſtand- 
ings the Myſtery of my Incarnation ? 
Deitroy not therefore an ignorant Na- 
tion, who arc to fulfil the deſigns of 
thy Wiſdom and Mercy : For did they 
know me they would not Crucifie me, 
and notknowing me theyare ſubſervient 
thy Providence. After the ſame good- 
neſs likewiſe do thou ever pardon all 
that offend againſt thee ignorantly and 
out of Infirmity, that they may return 
to thee, and Repent, and beacceptable 
throygh the Merits of this my Sacri- 
fice, which I here offer for their Ranſom. 
Let my Death overcome their Death, 
Let my Reſurrection deſpoil their 


Hell. And when I return Triumph- 
antly 


- 
— 
. 


for th? guilty, Thou excuſeſt 
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antly to thee, let me alſo make a way 
for my Ranſomed to pals. 


& Pr aycr. 


O Bleeding Low!, my Dear Interceſſor, 
who hadſt the Patience thus to Pray for 
thine Enemies, among ſo mauy Torments 
and Deaths ; wherefore didſt thou wot Pray 
thy Heavenly Father that he ſhould mitigate 
thy orn Griefs ; for thou neglefted'ſt the 
Belowed of God, and interceegedeſt for his 
rebellious Servants? Thy Hands an Feet 
were nailed to the Croſs, thy tender Fleſh 
torn with Whips, thy lanzniſhing Head 
pierced with Thorns, and all the parts of 
thy Body disjoynted and ſtrugling under in- 
expreſſible pains: Why would't thou not 
pitty thy Sacred Body,who hadſt ſuch compaſ- 
fion of thyTormentors > Whyvould'ſt thou nos 
be easd from temporal pains, who waſt ſo 
defirons to have them freed from the Eter- 
mal? Art thou not bound to a:fend the In- 
nocent > And why doſt thou not d:fend thy 
elf, who art mo#t eminently and undoubt- 
edly ſuch, Ly th: Teſtimonies of thy Betrayer 
and Fudge? But thou becomſt an Advocate 
a Sin which 
canzot be paral:Pd. Without being defir'd 
thou Prayeſt for the Aftors, and for the love 


of thoſe who kill thee art content to dit. 
| And 
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And why all this, Gracious Loyd, bnt 
fer my inſtrudtion that I a Sinner, ſhould 
have compaſſion towards Sinners; that 1 
who commit ſo many Sins my ſelf, ſhould 
not only forgive ſuch as do offend me, but 
alſo excuſe, and Pray for th-m : that ſo I 
may become a Son of thy Eternal Father, 
and a true Diſciple of thy Beneficent Love. 

O fill my Heart with thy Exnuberant 
Charity, and transform me into thine own 


likeneſs. Diſſolv. into meekneſs all pittileſs 


Spirits, aboliſh with thy Grace all Mortal 
Vengeanc's, nd convert with thy Clem2ncy 
thoſe Tr 10401 Souls who know ot what it 
#& to Pardon, when once Offended. That 
after thy Example we may embrace our Ad- 
verſarics, quench their paſſions with Tears 
of Love, and become acceptable to that in- 
finite Charity wherewith thou redeemeſt the 


the Sinning World. 
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SEC i, 2065 


Of the Penitent Thief, and Chriſt's Mer- 
cy towards him. 


Ne ſooner had the Benign Feſ#s 


interceeded for his Enemies, but 
the Divine Goodneſs ſo ordered, that 
one of the Malefators who ſutter'd 
with him ſhould immediatly be con- 
verted, and receive the Fruits of it, 
for the comfort of all thoſe who ſhould 
afterwards repent, and believe in the 
meritorious efficacy of his Death : 
Whilſt the other Thief deſperate and 
imparient periſhr in his impenitency and 
unbelief, bearing the Figure of all 
hardned Sinners, who tho' they have 
Chriſt never lo near, are ever repining, 
and murmuring under the Croſs, and 
miſtruſting rhe providence of Gcd, till 
they are Deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer. 


For P one of the two which were hanged ® Lute 21, 39.. - 


Ly him (his ſavage nature growing fu- 
rious under pain, and raging againſt 
cvcry thing that was near) railed on him, 


ſaying, If thou be the Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf 
and us. Bur the 9 other relenting, and * £u# 23. 49, 
poſlleſt #'** 
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poſſeſt with a deep ſenſe of all the guil* 
of his offences, a piercing dread of fur 
ture Judgment, and eſpecially with 
admiration of the Holy Feſus, rebuk'd 
him, anſwering, doſt thou not fear God, 
ſeeing thoy art in the BY condemnation ? 
and we indeed juſtly; for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds: but this Man has 
done wothing amiſs. And he ſaid unto Je- 
ſus, Lord, remember me when thou comeſt 
into thy Kingdom. And J:ſus * ſaid unto 
him, Verily I ſay unto thee, to day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. 

O the wonderful and unſearchable 
Judgments of God, who is ab.e to 
convert the moſt wicked in a Moment, 
and would not have us raſhly condemn 
any, or ever deſpair of his ſaving Mer- 
cy ! Behold here a Prodigy which has 
nothing common in Nature, a convin- 
cing Revelation in the heart of a Sin- 
ner, whoſe lightning is like a Thun- 
derbolt, Quick and Piercing, and car- 
riesaway along with it whatſoever ſtood 
before ir. 

The Poor Thief confeſſes Chriſt , 
when all his Diſciples doubted and for- 
ſook him. And when he had only 
his Heart and Tongue free, yer offers 
both, believing in his Heart and con- 
telling with his Mouth, that he was a 
Lor 


C Loke 23.43» 


4» 
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Lord of Glory. Which Miraculous 
Converſion, Feſusentertained with a ſpee- 
dy promiſe of a very great Felicity,that 
upon that very Day he ſhould be with 
him in Paradiſe. 

I know not in this Action, whether 
I ſhould rather admire the good fortune 
of the Penitent Thief, or the wonder- 
ful Power of the word Incarnate; of 
the Thief, who' is drawn for a Cut- 
throat to Priſon, from Priſon to Judg- 
ment, from Sentence to the Croſs, and 
thence goes to Paradile without need- 
ing any other gare bur only the Reart 
of the Bountiful Feſ#s: For, on the o- | 
ther {ide what can be more admirable 
to our thoughts, then to ſee a Crucified 
Man do an Act which belongs to the 
living God when the World ſhall end, 
to ſave ſome and reprobate others, and 
to judge from the Croſs, as if he fare 
upon a Throne. 

As if he had ſaid, My only Com- 
panion and Patient Partaker in my uns» 
ſpeakable Griefs, thou askeſt of me 
with a great Faith bur a ſmall thing in 
appearance, that I ſhould remember 
thee, when 1 come into my Kingdom. 
But I am not ignorant what becomes 
| me to give, or thee to recieye for ſuch 

, afaithful acknowledgement. Nor will 
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I reward ſo great a Virtue ſhining 
through all the Clouds of thy Afﬀlicti- 
on, bur with the Chief and greateſt 
Good. 

I am now forgotten, as a dead Man 
out of Mind, and mine acquaintance 
are hid out of my ſight: My Friends 
are become my Enemies, and my Di- 
{ciples fled. Peter afraid of a Womans 
voice has deny'd me, and forſworn him- 
ſelf; and Fd for a little unprofitable 
lucre has ſold, and betray'd me; the 
reſt as Sheep without a Shepherd are 
{catterd, and almoſt deſtirute of all 
Hope andFaith.But thou who art a Rob- 
ber and fierce by Nature, without any 
advantage of Religious Education, art 
come hither to me out of the covert of 
the Woods, and the hollow Caverns of 
the Mountains, and meeteſt me in Love 
and the participation of my Crols, 
more Faithful then my Friends, more 
Conſtant tken my Diſciples, and Be- 
lieveſt, and Hopelt, and Adoreſt my 
Abaſcment, and Contemplateſt me, 
Triumphing over the Powers of Death 
and Hell in a Scrvilc ſgriominious Cru- 
cifixion ; Confoundeſt rhe Ingratcful, 
Reprehendeſt the Blaſphemous, Bear- 
eſt Teſtimony to my Innocency, and 
Fighreſt for me, all thou canſt with thy 
| Tongue. 
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Tongue. Thou ſceſt me here as a 
MalefaQtor, and yet acknowledgeſt me 
to be thy Holy Redeemer. Thou ſceſt 
no other title or ſign of my Kingdom, 
but only my Body covered over with 
Blood and oppreſt with Dolours, and 
yet thou calleſt upon me as reigning in 
Heaven. Thou ſceſt me in Milery as 
an Abjedt Perſon, and confelleſt the 
infinite Glory of my Heavenly Domi- 
nion. Fleſh and Blood has not reveal- 
ed this unto thee, but my Father which 
is in Heaven, nor have I found ſo great 
Faith, no notin 7ſrael it elf. 


| Abraham bclieved on me ſpeaking © 6: 22.15 
to him from Heaven; and * Moſes, « gu. 3. x 


ſpeaking to him out of the midſt of 


Fire; and * 7/aiah, as T ſpake to him * 77.6.1. 


ſitting on my Throne: But thou Be- 
lieveſt on me hanging upon this Curſed 
Tree, Weak, Fainting, and Breathing 
my laſt, as if I were working Mira- 


cles, or riding in Triumph. * Nicode- + ogy ;. +. 
mus and * Nathaniel have alſo believed, * 50tz 1. 49. 


being admoniſhr by rhe Scripturcs ; 


and rhe Y Canaanitiſh Woman, led by ” 79 15-22. 
my Miracles; and my * Diſciples, up- : ye. 19.28 


on-promiſe of Thrones : But none of 
theſe things have been demonltrated ' 
to thee, nor haſt thou ſcarcht the 
Scripture, nor {cen figns, nor heard 
promiles 
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ptomiſes, and yet thou belicyeſt and 
concludeſt my Glory out of my infir- 
mity, and my Innocence from my Con- 
demnation. 

Thou ſhalt not long expect thy Re- 
ward. For tho' the Ax be laid to thy 
Root, and thou wert ready to be calt 
into the Fire; Yer art thou in time, the 
door of Mercy is till open, yea the 
Fountain of Grace flows more plenti- 
fully then ever. And it ſhall be more 
Profitable and Honourable for thee, 
thus ro have hung by my ſide Cruciti- 
ed and Believing, then to have fate be- 
fore Ceſar on Golden Arr, or Triumpht 
before the People on an Ivory Throne. 
And thou ſhalt reap more pleaſure, for 
having been partaker of theſe my Tor- 
ments, then thou couldi{t have done 
out of the {ſpoils of Provinces, or by 
having been Monarch of the Univerſe. 
For what would it have profited thee to 
have gain'd the whole World, and to 
have loſt thy poor Soul; or to have 
heap'd up all rhe Treaſures of the Earth, 
if chey muſt have been tollow'd with 
Eyerlaiting Sorrows. 

Verily I ſay unto thee, and be thou 
ſecure of it, even this day will I ex- 
alr rhee before all ae! ; and thou ſhalt 


be where I am, becauſe thou haſt con- 
felt 
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feſt and follow'd thy Saviour. Thy 
petition was but ſmall, as thou imagj- 
neſt (for what is eaſier than to remem- 
ber) but truly the greateſt, and ſuch 
as ought to be the Praycr, and conſtant 
deſire of every Faithful expectant. For 
whom I forget they are cut of from my 
Hand, are caſt out of the light of my 
countenance, and reſery'd for Judg- 
ment under chains of Darkneſs; Bur 
whomlTremember,tothem I am merciful; 
whom I remember to be Merciful to, in 


my Kingdom, they are Eternally Bleſ- 


ſed in the Preſence of my Father. 
Verily therefore J ſay unto thee, that 
in remembring I will remember thee, 
and with the Righreous thou ſhalt be 
had in Everlaſting Remembrance. Mine 
Eyes ſhall always be upon thee, and 
thou ſhalr abide under the ſhadow of 
the Almighty, I will defend thee un- 
der my Wings, and thou ſhalt be ſafe 
under my Feathers. Thou jhalt be 
with me, to be with whom, the Saints 


have deſir'd to be difſoly*d : and it ſhall a G21. 3. 24; 


be there, whence neither the * flaming 
Sword nor Cherubims ſhall drive thee 
from an abſolute enjoyment: For ir 
ſhall be in the Celeſtial and Heavenly 
Paradiſe, the place of the bleſſed An- 


gels and Saints, where God with his 
R Divine 


ah, At vv + 
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Divine Majeſty fills 'em with the light 
of Righteouſneſs, and quickens their 
Spirits with Everlaſting Joy. 

Yea thou ſhalt be the Example and 
Mirrour of my Mercy, wherein every 
Penitent may ſee his own condition, 
and know that my Bounty is greater 
then his Sin ( if he will truly turn to 
me, that I may recieve him) and that 
while there is Life, {till there is hope 
of acceptance upon a fincere and hear- 
ry repentance, and a ſtedfaſt Faith. 
And that to the end of the World, 
whoſoever ſhall hear thy Sins were 
pardon'd may never deſpair, but truſt 


' 1n Mercy, and turn to me, and ſeek 


Salvation and find ir, and defire it and 
recieve It. 
Prayer. 


O $S weeteſt Saviour, when IT confider 
this Penitent, I muſt needs confeſs that 
even Thieves and Barbarians would have 


ſerv'd thee better then I, had they receiv'd 
fo many Favours and Graces as it has pleaſe 


ed the to beſtow upon me. Nevert _ 
frnce by the ſame inſtance of thy Mercy, thou 
raiſeft me to a lively hope of acceptance by 
true Repentance, and a ſtrong Faith; en- 
creaſ? in me / Beſeech thee, the Seeds 0 
both, makings way for my Salvation F/ thy 


aſſiſting 


* by hu Croſs the Holy Virgin Mother, Sad, 
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aſiting Grace : till my Soul being purified 

(4s another Miracle of thy Goodneſs) thou 
Vouchſafe to receive me to thoſe Bleſſed En- 

joyments which thou haſt purchaſed with thy 

precious Blood, 


—_— 


TECHTS NN 


Of the Sorrowful Interview between Chriſt 
and the Virgin Mother, his Compaſſion 
towards her, and his Love to Saint 
John. 


OW while Feſus was receiving 
the Penitent Thief, there ® flood > gp, 0 v5 


and Silent, with a modeſt Grief, deep 
as the Waters of the Abylis, bur ſmooth 
and full of Love and Patience; and by 
her ſide his Mothers Siſter, Mary the 
Wife of Cleophas. and Mary Mazaales, 
and the Diſciple whom Feſ#s loved. 
When Feſ#s therefore ſaw his Mother, 
and the Diſciple by whom he loved; 
then it was we may imagine burſt forth 
thoſe © Tears which Saint Paul menti- « x1:4. 5. 7, 
ons to have been ſhed upon rhe Crols, 
accompanying that Tender and Heart- 
breaking ſight, when he began firſt ro 
R 2 behold 
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> 7.1ke 2. 483, 
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behold her with his dying Eyes. He 
would not acknowledge her of whoſe 
Sorrows he was molt ſenſibie, leaſt he 
might ſeem to have reſpeed Perſons 
or Aﬀections: Bur having before Pray- 
ed for his Malicious Crucifiers, and 
then Comforced the Penitent "Thief (as 


. a roken thar all theſe bitrer Sufterings 


were to intercede for, and fave Sin- 
ners) He now turns to his Mother in 
that manner, the apprehenſion whereof 
muſt needs afte& rhe molt inſenſible 
Hearr. 

The preſence of Friends is indeed a 
refreſhment to the miſerable, while 
there is any comfort to be expected 
from them; and two are better than 
one, becauſe they have advantage from 
their Socicty; for if they fall, one will 
lift up his fellow : But here there was 
no ſuch conveniency in the mecting, 
which was moſt deplorable to the Mp- 
cher ſtanding by, who could lend no 
aſſiſtance to her tortur'd Son, and ro 
rhe Crucified Son, who by this incel- 
fant pains could only augment the 
gricf of his Mothcr. 

We read when he was a Child and 
miſling but three days, She ſonght him 
forrowing among her kinsfolks and acquain- 
tance ; her Love, Admiration, .and 

Medita- 


ſalem, tho' with the ſaddeſt thoughts 3 
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Meditation perpetually atrending this 
mavellous Birth. But now ſhe may no 
longer find him among his Friends, for 
they had all forſaken him and fled, 
and left him environed with whole 
Troops of Enemies except thoſe few 
which accompanied her there, incited 
to it by her magnanimous conttancy to 
be preſent at the Crucifixion of her 
dear Son. 
For ſhe had ſaid in her heart (where 
ſhe ever © treaſur'd whatſoever was Pro« © L#b 2. 29. 
pheſied concerning his Perſon) I will 
wait, and expect the Death of my Be- 
loved. I will follow him out of Fern» 


and I will behold wich weeping Eyes, f 
whither they bring him, how they {trip 
him, how they bore his Hands and 
Feet, how they nail him ro the wood, 
and how they lift him upon the Crots ; 
and when all this is done, andq they 
ſhall recede from him, and ſtand afar 
off, and look upon him as accurlſed, then 
will I draw near and ſtand by the Crofs 
of my Feſws ; then will I embrace the 
wood with my Arms and waſh it with 
my Tears, and kils it with my Lips ; 
and tho 1 may not die with him, yet 
will I fx my Eyes upon him, to engrave 
his wounds dcep in my Heart, I will 
R 3 not 


ſ Luke 2. 35. 
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not now deſert him dying, who palt 
by all other creatures and Children of 
Men, to come to me the loweſt of his 
Servants, and receive from me an hum» 
ble being ; Bur I will ſee how he goes 
our of this World, who alone know 
how he came into it; and in the miſe- 
rableſt kind of Fellowſhip will ſuffer 
inviſibly in my Heart, whatſoever he 
ſufters viſibly in his Body. And thus 
was fulfill'd that * Prophecy .of old 
Simeon Which he ſpake at her Purifica- 
tion, That a Sword alſo ſhould pierce her 
very Sonl. = 


Here then we may imagine the ſad- 
deſt conflict between the Soul of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and the Eyes of the 
Beloved Fefws, which at the ſame time 
they were haſtning unto Death, were 
call'd back to look upon his Mother 
burning in an unutterable Flame of Love. 
O how deep muſt the rays of that 
Viſion penetrate, not only her Heart 
bur her very Soul, wherewith the Lord | 
vouchſaft to behold her, dying? And - 
how oppreſt with Sighs, and overwhel- 
med with Grief, and drowned in Tears, 
did ſhe lift up her Eyes to behold his 
disfigur'd, torn Body with the Blood 
diſtilling from the four great Wounds ; 
to 
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to bchold him dying, and looking up- 
on her, when ſhe was ready to die her 
ſelf2 There could nothing be repreſen- 
ted to him in this view but the Mar- 
tyrdom of the Soul of his dear Mo- 
ther : Nor could ſhe do any thing bur 
by moſt paſſionate reflections imprint in 
her heart all che Torments which he 
ſufter'd. 

Ar laſt after this moſt paſſionate and 
doleful interview, wherein the rays 
of their afflicted Spirits transfixc 
and wounded each others Soul, even 
to the agonics of Death; he (to reach 
us the tender reſpec and faithful care 
due to our temporal Parents) having 
nothing now lefr free bur his Tongue, 
direds it to her, to ſupport and com- 
fort her with the moſt proper Appelta- 
tion, and Proviftion, which the time 
and circumſtances of his paiſion would 


. permit, ſaying, 8 Woman behold thy : 5,2, 19. 26, 


yon. 
For tho he had uſually call'd her by 


this ® Name, to ſhow he was trul 
born of her, and thercby had fulfil'd 


the 1 promiſe ro Abraham, taking on i 6:x. 22. 18. 
him his Seed, and being made of a #* *6- 
k Woman; yet more eſpecially in this * G2! «4. 4. 


junure he ſeems to do it in compat- 


fon to her Perſon overwhelm'd with 
R 4 Grief 


Y i John 2. 4. 
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Grief and ſurrounded with Enemies : 
Leſt by any kinder ſort of expreſſion 
he might add to her exceſſive ſorrows, 
or by his owning her for his Mother, 
by calling her ſo, the Barbarous mul- 
tirude might be enraged againſt her. 
bur this general term ſecured her from 
that danger, whilſt at the ſame time it 
raiſed her attention to whar he ſpake 


for her conſolation with reſpect to his 


beloved Diſciple who ſtood near. 

As if he had ſaid, I know, O Wo- 
man, the incxpreſſible anxiety of thy 
tortur'd mind, the tender Love, Com- 
paſſion, and Sorrow thou muſt needs 
have for an only beloyed Son, dying 
the moſt ignominious and painful Death. 
I know allo thou ſtandeſt here wiſhing 
by thy preſence to revive me, to die 
with me, or to die for me; and all 
theſe things I kindly accept. But a- 
las, they do not more eaſe me then 
they wound me, unleſs I might be re- 
ſtor'd whole ro thy breaſt which is 
ſo dorrowfully afflicted for me ; with- 
out that all remedies are yain, all com- 
fort is to no purpoſe. 

Nevertheleſs {ceing in the bitterneſs 
of thy Soul, pierced through with ſo 
many ſorrows, thou exprellcſt ro me 
tc tenderneſs of the moſt compal- 
ORR” 
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ſionate Mother, thou art not to be left 


without conſolation, and the laſt kind- 
neſſes my circumſtances will permit. 
Thou ſeeſt in what Torments I hang 
here, with what difficulties I am 
ſtraitned, in what agonies I decay, 
at what a price and loſs I redeem Sin- 
ners, with what Love and Charity I 
embrace Mankind. It remains only 
now [ ſhould likewiſe ſupport thee, who 
haſt done ro me the belt offices of an 
earthy Parent, and from whoſe Love 
none of cheſe Ignominies have ſepara- 
red me. Fear not therefore to be de- 
ſerted after my Death, or to want a 
repreſentative of my Filial care : There 
is Fohn thy Kinſman and orherwiſe moſt 
dear to us, he ſhall become thy Son in 
my ſtead, to obſerve and honour thee 
all the days of thy life. To whom I 
will now ſpeak in thy preſence, and de- 
liver him in my place thy Servant and 
Guardian. Then turning to that Di- 
{ciple, he ſaid, ! Behold thy Mother. ! 50h 9. 27. 
ohn, thou haſt hitherto abundantly 
anſwer'd thy calling, by Faith, Love, 
and Conſtancy to the End : And I will 
now reward thee in a more excellent 
manner then eyer thy deſires could 
wiſh or hope. Thou haſt ® left thy " Mark 1.20, 


Calling, thy Parents, thy ſelf, ventu- 
red 


OO 
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* eb 28, x5. red with me into the * Judgment Hall, 
| follow'd me to this Golgotha, this place 
of Death, and here attendeſt me while 
all the reſt of my Diſciples being aſha- 
med and afraid have forſaken me and 
fled, and I will now recompence thy 
Faith in me with the greateſt pledge 
and aſſurance of my Love. Thou haſt 
* Joe 17. 1,2. feen my Glory in my ® Transfiguration ; 
Thou ſaweſt me yeſterday ſweating 
e ork 14. 33.110 the P Garden; Thou ſeeſt me now 
bleeding on the Croſs. I have hither- 
4 Jeb 13. 23, £O carricd thee 4 leaning on my Breaſt, 
nor have 1 witheld any Myſtery from 
thee, and now having bur one thing 
dear to me in the World (beſides the 
j Souls for -which I die) I recommend 
| and commir it to thy charge. Behold, 
the Mother of Chriſt becomes thy Mo- 
ther. Thou ſeeſt me now near Death; 
Thou ſceſt mine acquaintance are hid 
our of. my ſight; Thou ſceſt there are 
many Adverſtics on every ide : I af- 
fign, commend, and make her thine, 
And do thou, as a Son, Obey and Mi- 
niſter ro-her, Defend and Honour her 
all thy days, being aſſur'd as thou ac- 
knowledgeſt her for thy Mother, I 
ſhall acknowledge thee in Glorgfor my 
Brother, b- 
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At the ſenſe of this, the Holy Vir- 
gin Mother diſolving in Tears, and in- 
to the Love of God, an{wered in 
thought, wanting Language ſufficient 
to exprels the Tranſport of her tender 
Afﬀection; and the obedient Diſciple 
with a profound and joyful Humility r';,, 27, 
took her from that time into his * care, 5,4 19. 27. 
and Adminiſtred to her as a Son. 


Prayer. 


O Love Incaraate, the moſt ſenſible of 
all Loves, who having teen begotten by E- 
ternal Generation, knoweſt the Love of an 
Eternal Father; and born in tame, has ex- 
perienced the kindneſs of an earthy Parent 
to abcloved Son; and haſt taught us by thy 
Example, Obedience to both, in the wor 


of Aﬀiidtions, and Death = : Implant 
s 


in our Hearts an intire reſignation to the 
Will of our Heavenly Father, and a true 
Flonour for our Earthy Parents ; that ſo we 
may be partakers of that happy Condition 
which is promiſed to the one in this life, c g,44 16, 12. 
and of thoſe everlaſting Foys which thy Co- 
heirs through thy interceſſion, hope for in the 


ether, 


© Heb, 1. x, 
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S& CT. XLIL 


Of Chriſt's complaining of his being for- 
ſaken of God. 


"7 Hereis a ſecret pleaſure in doing 
Aqs of Grace, tho' we our 
ſelves are in the greateſt ſtraits ; for 
being a Ray of Divine Goodneſs com- 
municated to us for the Glory of God, 
it carries along with it a pleaſing fſatis- 
faction, a reward ſurpaſling all carnal 
enjoyments. By which there may ſeem 
to have been hitherto ſome allay of 
Joy ſcatter'd among the ſorrows of this 
Crucified Love, while he was doing 
things agrecable to his nature, pitiful 
towards his Enemies, gracious to the 
Thief, careful of his Mother, bounti- 
ful ro his Diſciple. But now whatſo- 
ever might ſupport him begins to fail, 
and the wrath of God due to the fins 
of all mankind pours down upon him 
in a full ſtorm: inſomuch thar nature 
her ſelf becomes confounded ar the (uf- 
ferings of her © Creator, and draws 
over her Face an unuſual veil of weep- 
ing Clouds and thick Darkneſs, to ex- 
preſs 


ls £4 
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reſs her Grief, conceal the Tragedy,and 

hide her ſelf from the wrath of the Al- 

mighty, For it was now full Moon 

(at which time the Sun cannot ſuffer 

Ecclipſe) rhe Paſſover being always * £xe. 12. 18. 

u then celebrated; and yer there was F123: 5: 

" - 28. 16. 

Darkneſs over the whole land from * warr.27. 45. 

the ſixth hour until the ninth, that is 0r'z** contra 

from * twelve to three in the Afternoon. __ pop 

: j TIGERS” E . ſpolog. 

Which as it declar'd the Divinity of Aug. zp.80 ad 

our Saviour to whom the Creatures #:/chimm. 

pay'd ſuch an acknowledgment, (o did : IN 

it demonſtrate his Purity and Innocence * vid.Se#. 33. 

at whoſe Sufterings the Elements were 

thus troubled, and was alſo a ſign ro 

that Rebellious People who had ſo often ? Jeb» 2. 8. 

y defir'd one from Heaven, and a ſad 

preſage that the light of Truth was * Z*# 79. 42- 


ſhortly to be * hidden from their Eyes, 


and that both they and all that deny * M## 5: 52- 


him ſhould be caſt into? outer Darkneſs. 

| this while theDivine Nature reſt- 
ed / that the Human Nature might 
ſuſker; but it upheld the Humane, that 
thiac it might overcome. Till at laſt 
#Feſus wholly oppreſt with the load of 


Jhis Fathers wrath, and quite wearied 


with che pains duc to our ſins, cryed 
out or Þ roared in the moſt lamentable 6 -a,, 5m. 
manner, My God, My God, Why haſt thou $413 windy, 
forſaken me? Matt. 27. 49. 

Which 


"4 "A 
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1s Hell. 


© Heb, 12, 2, 
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Which violent Ejaculations gave an 
evident proof of the truth of his Hu- 
manity, and of the greatneſs of his 
Sufferings, for the confutarion of all 
futureHereticks who ſhould either deny 
him ro have been Man, or to have truly 
ſuffer'd in the Fleſh: The voice of ſo 
Diſmal and Terrible a cry being a ſure 


' ſign of an inexpreſſible Grief, and that 


it proceeded purely from Humane Af- 
fections. 

Nevertheleſs he complains not in the 
leaſt of his ignominious puniſhment, 
cruel pains, or any other deſertion 
whatſoever, tho' there were {o few of 
his friends with him, and his very Ene- 
mies ſtood from him at adiſlance,nor on- 
Iy as accurſed but an infeiousObjett: 
But he complains only of his being forſa- 
ken of God. That's the height of all Sor- 
rows. That's the Abyſs of the ſtate 
of Miſery : For where God is not, all 


Whar, could God forſake his Sqn > 
or did not Chriſt ſee the © Foy that was\tt 
before him, and to which he ſhould ay- 
rive through rhar cloud of Afﬀliction 
Yes he did? Bur not to comfort him 
All things were now tending to com: | 
pleat his Paſſion, ro add extremity to 
his Pains, and infinity to his Miſcries. 

For 


hb ie WEcommo dt . . _* 


_ cified Feſus2 Or did ever any Martyr 


. or mitigation of my Torments : For I 


 clare my Grief; leaſt I ſhould endea- 
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For it had been determined by the coun- 
cel of the Godhead, that his Glory 
ſhould encrealſe his Shame ; his Know- 
ledge, his Grief; his Majeſty, his Mi- 
ſery ; his Happineſs, his Puniſhment. 
O what a 4 delivery, ( as ſpeaks the 4 zo». 8. 32. 
Apoſtle) what a deſertion, and giving 
up was this! Where Strength was the 
Tormentor, Knowledge a Vexation, 
Joy and Glory a Perſecution. Are all 
the Sufferings that ever were in the 
World comparable to thoſe of the Cru- 


before cry out, My God, my God, why 

haſt thou {.rſaken me? . 
As if he had ſaid, O my Eternal Fa- 

ther, the Father of Mercies, and the 

God of all Conſolation, I turn to thee 

bur neither ſeck nor obtain any Relief, 


voluntarily ſubmitred my ſelf ro this 
burthen, and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
add to it I will patiently bear. Ne- 
vertheleſs, tho' thou ſuccoureft not my 
complaints, yet will I not ceaſe to de- 


vour by my ſilence to fruſtrate my Ene- 
mics of their Joy, or ſeem not to ſuf- 
fer for *'em, what I do. Who, tho' they 
ſee my body torn on this Gibber, may 
yet imagine my mind to be _— 
an 


© Pſal, 88. 3 
&Cc. : 
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and that T ſuffer but as others have 
done. I therefore teſtific, and with 
this my ſpeech declare the inward an- 
guiſhes of my Soul to all theſe who 
here afflict me, and thus I imprint it 
in the hearts of all thoſe who ſhall 
hereafter believe on me, (for thy deſer- 
tion is the height of all my Miſeries, ' 
a dcſertion properly due to their Per- 
ſons) My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me ? 

Others invoke thee but once as their 
God, becauſe tho' they want thy Glo- 
ry, yet by rheir Sins they deny thee: 
But I call upon thee, as my God, and 
my God, both as partaker of thy Na- 
ture, and as a fulfiller of thy Divine 
Will. And yet thou caſteſt me away 


| from thee, and makeſt me to ſuffer, \} 
.the Juſt for the Wicked, at the hand | Yi 
'of the unjuſt. Thou delivereſt me up i 


to Sinners to be ſlain by *em, for their 
Sins. Thou ſeverely chaſtiſeſt thy own 
Son, that thou mayeſt ſpare thy R&bel- 


lious Servants. Behold I am © connted 
as one of them that go down into the pit, 
and even as a Man that hath no ſtrenzth. 
Free among the dead, like unto them that 
are wounded, and lie inthe grave, who are 
out of Remembrance, and cut away from 


thine hand. Thou haſt laid me in the 


loweſt 


\ a 
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loweſt Pit, in a place of Darkneſs, and in 
the Deep. Thine Indignation lyeth hard 
upon me, and thou haſt vexed me with all 


thy Storms. I ſlick faſt in the mire, where 


nopround is. 1 am come into deep * waters, © Pſal. 6g. 2. 


fo that the floods run over me. 

I am deititure of thy Help, debarr'd 
of all Comfort, iuſpended from Refreſh- 
ment ; nor does the Bleſſedneſs of my 
Glory relieve me, or make my Croſs 
leis dolorous. Without me are aggra- 
yating Circumſtances of miſery ; in my 
Fleſh is Pain ; in my Soul is Anguiſh, 
intolerable Anguiſh, even unto Death. 
My Fleſh is moit aiflited, becauſe moſt 
ſenſible. My Soul is molt ftraitned, 
becauſe moſt underſtanding. My Fleſli 
grieves, and my Soul Grieves, and what 
does not grieve, being caſt out of the 
Comfort of thy Sight > Tribulation 
and Anguith Tyrannize over me, and 
every moment, by every thing, my Sor- 


. rows are enlarged. 


.1 grieve for the Abuſe of thy holy 
Name. I grieve for the Trouble of her 
that bare me. 1 grieve for the Puſilani- 


.mity of my Diſciples. I grieve for the 


Scandal of all rhat believe on me. | 
grieve for the Errour of theſe chat cru- 
ciftie me. [I grieve for all the Sorrows 


the Saints have ſuffer'd, ot eyer ſhall 
5 en- 
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endure for my ſake. 1 grieve for the 
£ Hb. 6.6. ungrateful, who ſhall crucifie me 8 afreſh, 
and put me hercafter ro the like open 
Shame: But eſpecially for all thoſe, who 
once believing on me, ſhall afterwards, 
apoſtatize from -the Truth ( there re- 
» 17:6. 10. 26, Maining no more ® Sacrifice for their 
27. Sins but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment and fiery Indignation which 
ſhall devour them. ) Thar after ſo ma- 
ny Sweats and mortal Agonies my pre- 
cious Blood ſhould be ſpilt in vain; and 
that of ſo many Millions, who might 
now be brought through the Red-Sca 
of my Blood, out of the Bondage of 
Sin, there is none to give Glory to God, 
but this Stranger, and he a Thief, who 
enters wirh me into the promiſed cter- 
nal Reſt. 
Why haſt chou delivered me> Why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Why haſt thou 
{ubjectcd me to this Sorrow, this Death ? 
Why am I deſtitute of Divine Conlola- 
tion, abandoned to Humanity, and de- 
liver'd as a Prey to all the outragious 
Sadneſſcs of Mind? Arc all my Suf- 
ferings but for onc, or haft thou not 
i 1ſa;, 53. 6. laid On Mc the 1 [niquities of all : Q! 
how grcat and intolerabie is the Guilt of 
Sin, tor which thou wouldſ{t have my 


' Blood ro expiate ; for which thou hatt 
CX= 


the 
elh, 
pen 
vho 


1CIr 
r of 
ich 


[C- 


ind 


yca 


ho 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
expoſed, delivered, and forſaken thine 
only begotren and beloved Son? O! 
my God, who can be able to compre- 
hend the force of thine Anger, but he 
that feels it; or even feeling it, among 
ſo many Perplexitics, to recount the 
Eftects of thy juſt Indignation 2 

O thy admirable and incttable Love, 
which in this method of Wiſdom and 
Mercy thou haſt declar'd towards the 
unworthy Sons of Men! Thou want- 
elt not the Good of all the Creatures, 
being compleatly happy in thy ſelf; nor 


1s thy Glory encreas'd by their Zalely- 


ja's, or diminiſh'd by their Blaſphemies , 
yet thou expoſeſt me thy Son, thy only 
Son, the only Son of thy Love, the 
Darling of thy Boſom, and the Delight 
of Angels, for ſinful Man, for Duſt and 
Ajhes, for a thing of nought; and ma- 


keſt me in his ſtead, a * worm and mo, pſol. 24. 6 


man, the wery outcaſt and off-ſcouring of 
the people. 

Bur ſo it has pleas'd thee, Eternal 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, and 
I thank thee. And if there be any thing 


more, lay it upon me ; I gratefully ac- 


cept it; 1 am ready to ſutfer it. My 
God, my God, our Will is the fame: 
Mine is, That thine may be done; rhine 
is, "That I ſhould ſave Man. 
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Great is the Power of the Pains I | 
ſuffer : But much more violent are the 
Ardours of my Love. That though 
thou ſhould*ſt yer further deſert me, 
and wicked Men become never {o un- 
grateful; yet will I not be ſeparated 
from the Love of thee, or from the 
Love of thoſe whom thou haſt given 
me. No, thou haſt forſaken . me, leſt 
thou ſhould'it forſake me. Thou haſt 
humbled me, that thou mayſt exalt 
me. Thou haſt caſt me away, to re- 
ccive me more honourably. 

Hear therefore thy chaſtiſed Son, 
who languiſhes under thy Wrath for 
the Guilt of others, and cries for Mer- 
cy upon their Souls: Hear, O hear, 
who haſt ſent me to this end that thou 
mightſt accept my Sufferings for them. 
My God, my. God, I know thou haſt 
forſaken me, for a ſure Token thou 
wilt never forſake them, for whoſe Par 
don, and Salyation, Behold, I dye 
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ns | 
the Prayer. 
ugh 
me, # Propitious Wonder ! forſaken of God, 
un- if that 7 ſhould never be forſaken; and dying 
ated Þ »por the Croſs, with unconceivable Pains, 
the commenſurate to thy Lowe and the Miſery 
ivenÞ8 of Mankind, that I ſhould live with thee e- 
leſt ternally. By what Names ſhall I adore thee? 
haſt} By what Title ſhall 7 magnifie thee > All 
>xalrll are too ſhort, too. ſcanty, to expreſs thee. 
) re- Love, only Love, nothinz but Love wil 


reach thee, my Jeſu, thou art all Love. No 
Sufferings, no Love has ever been like thine 
for me: No Grief, no Love ( but thy own) 

onld ever exceed mine for thee, O pureſt, 
tendereſt, deareſt Love; refine, ſoften, ſweeten 
and love me into all Love like thy ſelf, Let 
We live, O my Saviour, by the Love of thy 
Croſs ; let me glory in it ; let me ſtudy it 
above all things. In the Lowe of thy Croſs 
let me take up my Creſs daily, and crucifie 
1 -y prful Luſts and Afﬀections, which per- 
© ſecuted, tormented, and crucified thee. 
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SECT I. XLIY. 


Of Chriſt*s Thirſt upon the Croſs. 


I } Y this time the external Injuries of 
Wind and Heart, the internal Vj- 
olence of inceſſant Pains, the continual 
Diſtillation of his precious Blood, toge- 
ther with the intenſive Longings of his 
Soul after the Salvation of the Nature 
in which he ſuffer'd, above all, his Sor- 
row for the preſent Deſertion, had re- 
duc'd the holy Feſws to a Feaveriſh 
Droughr, and the laſt Struglings of an 
exhauſted Life ; by declaring of which 
he might move their Humanity, as well 
as ſignifie his infinite Aﬀection towards } 
it. And therefore, knowing that all 
things were now accompliſhed, that the - 
1 Scripture might be fulfilled, he faith. þ 
I " thirſt. 

And ſurely ſince they had heard, 
That whoſoever ſhould give a * Cup of 
cold Water to drink, in his Name, to 
the meaneſt of his Servants, ſhould in 
no wiſe loſe his Reward ; and ſeen ſo 
lately how bountifully he had remune- 
rated the poor Thief for a Verbal Ac- 

| know- 


Chrifl's Sufferings. 
knowledgment ; we might juſtly ex- 
pect ſo ſmall a Kindneſs would eaſily 
be granted in his laſt Extremity, which 
was impoſſible to reſtore his flying Spi- 
rits; but graciouſly accepted, might be 
rewarded with everlaſting Comforts in 
his Heavenly Kingdom. 

Let us fee then what Commiſeration 
this ſo beloved People have for this cx- 
ceſlive Lover of their Salvation, that, 
for the Love of it, would be deſerted 
of God, and purchaſe it at the Effuſion 
of his ineſtimable Blood. Let us ſee, 
whether firſt their Hands will admini- 
{ter Water to cool and moiſten his par- 
ched Tongue, ( according to the ® Pro- 
phet ) now cleaving to his Gums, or 
their Eyes yield Tears to refreſh his 
Soul. 

He thirſts for their Redemption 
through intolerable Anguiſh, bur calls 
'em not to partake in his Sufferings for 
it: Nor does he propoſc an Oblation 
for their Iniquities, to be procur'd with 
Pains or Coſt, at the Expence of dif- 
{oly'd Pearle or Diamonds; but gives 
an Opportunity, by thewing his Ne- 
ceſſity, for that fo remunerable Refreih- 
ment of a little Water. 

He had pals'd the ſorrowful Night 
without Slcep, in Travels, Reproaches, 
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The Hiſtory of 
and bloody Sweats : In the Morning, 
he had been hurried a ſecond time to 
the Council ; thence to Plate ; from 
him to Herod; from Herod again to P:- 
late, and there ſcourged ; and immedi- 
ately thence to Golzotha with a ponde- 
rous Croſs: He had now been above 
three hours nail'd to it, his Blood and 
Vital Humour continually diſtilling ; 
till his natural Powers were quite drain- 
ed, his Strength P dried up like a Pot- 
ſherd, and his Heart in the midſt of his 
Body like melting Wax. 

And is there none of thoſe who have 
applauded his 4 DoGtrine, admir'd his 
r Miracles, adminiſtred to him of their 
! Subſtance, confeſs'd and own'd him 
tobe a © Prophet in ſacl, and the * Son 
of the eternal God ; that will relieve 
him with the common Element which 
Providence has prepar'd for every Crea- 
rure, and not deny'd to the * Unjuſt >. 

The Water is not here to be ferch'd 
this Son of David with the ſame Peril 
it was brought his Y Father through the 
Camp of the Philiſtines from the Gates 
of Beth-lehem: Nor is there any great 
Gulf between him and them, as in the 


? Lyic 16. 26. * Parable between Dives and. L azarws; 


bur it is eyery where ready ar hand, and 
| | | ſuch 
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{uch as we are commanded notto deny 
an-2 Enemy. 

Belides, is not the Cauſe of this Ne- 
ceſſity the Travel and Pains he has en- 
dur'd for them, leſt any thing ſhould 
be wanting to their Salvation? Is it 
not his immenſe Deſire of their Welfare 
which has reduced him to this ſad Ex- 
tremity? Ts it not the laſt they can 
give, or he will ask, being now ready 
to depart out of the World > Is it not 
that which he will infinitely remune- 
rate in the general day of Retribution, 
when he ſhall ſay ro them thar gave it, 
b Come ye bleſſed, receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you [rom the beginning of the 
world : For I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
Drink. 

But inſtead of ir, they prepared a 
Veſſel of © Vinegar, fuch as might 
mock his intolerable Thirſt, and by 
retaining his Spirits, only prolong his 
Torments; wherewith they filled a 
Spunge, and put it upon Hyſop, and 
put it to his Mouth. They had before 
afflicted him in all other Parts, his 
Head with Thorns, his Face with Buf- 
fets, his Back with Scourges, his Hands 
and Fect with Nails, his Body with 
ſhame; and in all other Senſcs, his 
Feeling with Pain, his Hearing with 
E Blal- 
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phemies, his Sight with Abominations, 
his Smelling with the Ordure of their 
Infernal Mouths : And now, as if they 
intended the laſt Senſe he ſhould ſuffer 
in, ſhould be the ſame in which 4 Eve 
firſt offended, and Providence would 
make ule of them to fulfil the © Scrip- 
ture, they gave him Vinegar to drink. 

This was all the Kindnets the Son of 
Ged received at their hands for whom 
he died. This was all the Refreſhment 
the Beloved of the Farher was allowed 
while he thirſted for the Redemption of 
Sinners : And he who feeds the Earth 
with the Dew of Heaven, and ills all 
things living with Plentifulneſs, wanted 


himlelf, that we might enjoy Rivers of 
Pleaſures in the celeſtial and eternal 


Paradiſe. Thus he ſutfer'd for our Ebrie- 
ty and Intemperance, in all Senſes, for 


all our 5ins; and dried up himſelf, who 


f Toka 7. 37. 


lays in the Goſpel, * If any man thir#, 
let him come to me, and drink. 


Prayer. 
O, my dear Jeſu, Life of my Life, and 


. wnexhauſled Fountain of Mercy, which car 


never be arawn dry ; to what fort of Suf- 

ferings has not thy Love Subjeted thee for 

wy ſake, that thou might'ſt purific my Soul, 
an 


Chriſt's Sufferings, 

and preſent me unilamable to thy Fleavenly 
Father> To what ſort of Gratitude ſhould 
this induce me, who know thy Blot to have 
been arain'd for m2, but a thankful Remem= 
brance of thy Death, and, after thy Ex- 
ample, an univerſal Charity to all that ſtand 
in need of it > Tea, 1 will receive the Cu 

of Salvation, and I will call avon the Name 
of the Lord. IT will magnifie his Mercy, 
in ſhewing forth his D:ath, and with con- 
fident Expettation of his coming ar ain to 
Crown me with the Purchaſe of his pre- 
cions Blood, And though I am unworthy, 
through my manifold Sins, to offer unto 
him any Sacrifice at all, yet will T preſent 
ny Soul and Body to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively Ovlation; wot donbting Eut in 
Mercy he will accept my Service, and with 
the ſame Aﬀection mwherewith he thirſted 
for me. 
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Of thoſe Words of Chriſt, It is finiſhed, 
and the Reftenation of his Spirit to the 
Father, 


Hen Fefws therefore had recei- 
ved the Vinegar, (all Prophe- 
cies being then fulfill'd as far as be- 
long'd to the Life of the Meftah ) he 
ſaid, 8 7: zs finiſhed, or now is compleat- 
ed whatſoever was predicted in the 
Scriptures of 'my Perſon, to the end 
that Men might belicye thar I am he 
who was ordain'd by the eternal Wiſ- 
dom and Mercy to be the Saviour of 
the World, and fo believing, eſcape 
Hell and Death, and be adopted into 
the Inheritance of the Son. 

A dreadful Speech to rhe Powers of 
Darkneſs, and to the Enemy of our 
Salvation and God's Glory, the Devil; 
all whoſe Deſires tend to Damnation, 
and whoſe Prey are the Souls of Men : 
As if he had ſaid, Stay, Thou haſt hi- 

erto tried all thy Wits to deſtroy me 

d my Goſpel, and fruſtrate the Hap- 
pineſs of all that ſhould embrace ir. 
Thou 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
Thou haſt ſow'd thy Tares and the 
Seeds of Ingratitude in the Hearts of 


this People, to whom I was ® firſt ſent » waze.15. 24. 


as the choſen of God ; exalted their 
Fury, blinded their Judges, animared 
their falſe Witneſſes, extorted my 
Death. 

By thy Inſtin, one of my Diſciples 
betray'd me, another deny*d me, the 
reſt have forſaken me, and all my 
Friends ſtand afar off, or dare not own 
me in this ignominious place. By thy 
Stratagems the Jews have rejected me, 
my Followers deſpiſed, and theſe Inti- 
del Soldiers, to conſummate thy Ma- 
lice, nail'd me to this Tree. But now 
the Quiver of thy Rage is empty, and 
all thy Miſchiefs ſhall return upon thee: 
Nor thalt thou only have nothing in 
me, but ſhalt loſe many Millions of 
Souls by me. Thy Force ſhall be aba- 
ted; Thy Kingdom waſted ; thy Wick- 
edneſs reſtrained; thy Acts ridicul'd. 
For behold by me is finiſhed what the 
Father hath appointed ; by me is finiſh- 
ed what the Law required ; by me is 
finiſhed what the Prophets have fore- 
told, as neceſſary and circumſtantial 
to the Work of Redemption. The 
Types are: compleated : The Shadows 
are aboliſhed ; The Malice and _ 

ence 
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lence: of the Enemy endured : And the 
Sacrifice offer'd which God has requir'd- 
Sin has an end : Rightcouſneſs begins : 
The Law 1s fulfill'd, and the Goſpel 
Succeeds: God is reconciled, and Man 
redeemed. 

Thus did he rerrife the Infernal 
Powers with the {ame Word which 
ſupports the Faithful with the higheſt 
Conſolation that Heaven caa give, or 
Earth is capable to reccive. For' if all 
be finiſhed, rhere is no room far Fear. 
A Shield is given us againſt all Evils. 
The Lult of Sin, the Sting of Death, 
the Power of the Grave, and the Fiery 


Darts of the Devil, all are vanquiſhed, 
and we are more than Conguerors through 


him that has loved us; and not we alone, 
bur his precious Blood is ſprinkled 
backwards ro our firſt Parents, and 
forwards to the laſt Man thar ſhall be 
upon Earth, though not fully in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, yer in hope; and there is now 
no 1 Condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

After this, there remain'd only the 
Recommendation of himſcit, and of all 
thoſe, whoſe Reconciliation he had 
wrought, to the Divine Majcity, to be 
accepted, protected, govern'd and pre- 
ſery'd, till they might be glorified in 


his 


a gs 


Chriff's Sufferings. 
' his' Heavenly Kingdom : Which made 
him ſeal up his dying Lips with a loud 


27L 


Cry, uttering theſe Words, K* Father, * Lk. 23. 46- 


into thy hands I commend my Spirit. 

My God, my God, my eternal Fa- 
ther, behold me on this Pile, Sacrifi- 
ced to thy Juſtice, according to thy 


Will, pre-determin'd of me, and my 


Deſire from the firſt Moment of my 
Conception; thy Pleaſure having ever 
been engraven in my Heart with a 
Chizzel of Fire and an eternal Chara- 
Cer, ſo that I have wiſht it, I ever would 
it, and I will proteſt it with my laſt 
Breath, while my Soul ſhall be upon 
my Lips, To have but one only Deſire 
in the World, to accompliſh what thou 
haſt pre-ordained to be done by my 
Obedience for the Salvation of Men. 
And now, O Father, I have endur'd 
with Patience a]l che Storms of thy juſt 
Indignation, I come to thee, who art 
the deſirable Haven of all that obey 
thee, and ſeek for Reſt. I haye mani- 
felted thy Name. I have glorified thee 
on Earth. I have finiſhed rhe Work 
thou gaveſt me ro do. I now return, 
oftering up my ſelf upon this Altar of 
the Crols, a full, perfet, and ſuffici- 
ent Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfati- 


on, for the Sins of the whole World. 
I will 
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1 ] will lay me? down in peace, and take mj 
reſt in-thee: for thou ſhalt make me dwell 
in Safety. ® Thou wilt not leave my Soul 
in Hell, nor ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee Cor- 
ruption. But thou wilt gird me about with 
gladneſs ; and for my obedience unto death, 
wilt highly ® exalt me to be a Prince, and 
a Saviour, aud give m: a Name above e- 
very Name. 

Together with my Spirit, I recom- 
mend into thy Hands my dear Purchale, 
the Souls of Men, {aved from Dettru- 
tion by the Effution of my Blood : 
For they are mine by Right of Re- 
demption, and I have adopted rhem 
into the Heaveniy Family : They are 
mine by Right of Conquelt, as Tro- , 
phies gain'd from Death and Hell; The | 
erring Sheep ® I have travelled ſecking, 
and now come home bearing on my 
Shoulders; rhe Pieces I had loſt, and 
now have found ; come, and let us re- 
Joyce over them rogether. 

Let them be ever precious in thy 
Sight, as Members enriruled ro the 
Privileges of the Head, the ſame P Spi- 
rit remaining in me and them. Net- 
ther ler any Torment molelt them; 
but wipe away all Tears from their 
Eyes: Prelerve, cherith, and receive 


them into thine Embraces, as thou re- 
ccivelt 
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. doing it. (tho' at the Miracle of his re- = 
covery,) had been actually caſt our. 
ſc had been ſafer to have owned him 
living, and more honourable to haye 
”. profeſt his Truth while he went about 
" doing good, and ® ſpake as never « ;g, ,, ,g. 
Maa ſpake, and the People accounted * 54þn 7. 46. 
him a P grear Prophet, and ſaid, he had 4 * Lute 7. 16. 
done all things well: But to hope for any * *%* 7: 37- 
thing from him when condemn'd as a 
Malefactor, forſaken of his Diſciples, 
and Crucified, and Dead, this is the 
great Labour and Work of Faith. 
Yer theſe having obtain'd the Body 
of Feſus, that Adorable Gift and Hea- 
venly Treaſure, were not aſhamed to 
take it from the Croſs with great dili- 
gence and many Tears; nor did they 
care whit others would ſay of fo con- 
temptible and vile a miniſtry, tho? 
they expected a Thouſand cenſures for 
ſo doing: To whom the Holy Virgin- 
Mother reſorted, ſupporred by Mary 
Magdalen and the other Mary who had 
accompanied her at the Crols during 
the ftery Tryal, that ſhe alſo mighcr 
embrace the body of her Son in the 
moſt Paſſionate and Tender manner 
that could be exprelt by a Perſon char 
was Holy and Sad, and a Mother 
weeping for her Dear Son. | 
V 2 . Bur 
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But admirable were the Supports 
and Comforts of her Faith which ſhe 
had built upon thoſe Propheſies which 
concern'd his ReſurreQtion and' Glory, 
and which ſhe had always laid upin ſtore 
againſt this greatday of expenſe, or elſe 
ſhehad died ar fo ſad a Spectacle. And 
now that ſhe ſaw her Holy Ofspring 
had Suffered all that our great Ne- 
ceſſities or the malice of the 'Enem 
could require, after ſhe had bathed his 
cold Body with her warm Tears, and 
made clean the ſurface of the Wounds || 
with her gentle affrighred Hand) ſhe | 
deliver'd a winding ſheet ro Foſeph of 
Arimathea, and gave him in charge to / 6 
Enwrap the Body, and Embalm it, and + + 
ſMctaphy. 4-- Compole it to the Grave, having firſt f | 
guft.15, exhorted him to a publick Profeiiion of 
t 70þn 19. 38. What he was © privately till now ; and j 
he obeying the councel of ſuch an ex- j 
cellent Perſon, aſſiſted by Nicodemns | 
wound it in fine- linnen and a compo- '4 
ſition of Myrrh and Alloes, and laid 1 
" Mat. 27. 60. it in his ® own new Sepulchre which he had | 
* Jolm19 42. Þ-Wwn ont in the rock, * wherein was never | 
may yet laid, thus making him a Grave " | 
with the Rich, and at the ſame time «\/$ 
with the Wicked, the rock in which, is 
it was being part of the Mount Calvary 
the common place aſligned for the Bu- | 
rial as well as the Execution of Malc- 
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faQbrs. And having thus by rare As 
of Providence fulfild literally what 
had been predicted 'of. his Sepulchre, 
{1 - they rolled a great * ſtone to the door of it, * Matr. 27.60. 
| and departed. And the Y Women alſo 


p : ; ; Y Luke 23.55, 
which came with him from Galilee be- 5s 7” 


i held the place and how his Body was 
| laid, and they returned, and prepared 
ſpices deſigning to have embalmed him 
more diligently afterwards, and reſted 
the Sabbath Day according to the Com- 
mandment. | = 

O Happy Perſons who had the Grace 
and Priviledge to be ſerviceable'in (6 
Pious an Act to their Lord, who 1s 
now Honoured in all the Churches of 
the Faithful, not only as a Man, but as 
God and Man; who lies no longer in 
the confines of the Grave but ſits at the 

7 | right Hand of God in Heaven, and 

| whoſe very Sepulcher is ſo Honoura- 

\Y ble to this Day, that not only Chriſti- 
'J ans bur many Thouſand Heathens 

3 go in Pilgrimages. to Jeruſalem ro ice 
P | . de Ina 


Paſſion of Chriff have the' ſame ope- 
ration jn your Hearts. Conſider whe- 
ther in like manner you ought not to 
abhor: whatſoever may ſeem to pleaſe 
you in diſhonour to it. I fear Belicf 
V 3 would 


| Behold'O ye great ones, and let the 
G& 
| 
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[ 

 -The Hiſtoy of 
would neyer be ſo unfruicful, were it not 
preceded by the Dearth of Virtue: And 
I am ſure, but for Atheiſm or Propha- 
nels, nothing would be more welcome 
to your thoughts than the remembrance 
of this Crucified Saviour. Foſeph and 
Nicodemus have interr'd him in the 
Grave: It remains you ſhould receive 
him into your Souls, by doing thoſe 


offices of Piety and Charity'which may 


declare you his" true Diſciples. You 


have thoſe Abilities which tightly be-- 


How become as ſweet Odours to the 
ody. of Chriſt, and theſe you ſhould 
xrend r6 his Myſtical Body, to thow 
what you Wohld have donEts his Na- 
rural, had you been with Joſeph and 
Nicalemsi 6h, Ciluarie, It only appet- 
rains to carnal Spirits, who want Faith 
in the Houſe of Faith to prefer Riches a- 
bove Religion, andtheir Wortdly affairs 
to the Service of God; and it is the part 
of Senſual Souls, Black arid Diſtruſtful, 
Puſillanimous and Fart, to ſtartle at 
the Vocation of a Suffering Feſus. 
© Learn then ye Nobles hereaftet to 
es not by thoſe frail pe- 
riſhable' Bleſſings which enyiron Your 
and*are common to the Wicked; tlic 
Skin we covers yoli, ang daily wi: 
tliers ; thoſe falls Ornaments which diſ- 
| Pe VOY Sirwsf's 0 Wu Wrrs ? fo? Te © + guiſe 
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guiſe you, andare borrow'd from other 
Creatures ; thoſe ſuppoſed beauties 
which are nevyer nearer rttin then when 
they moſt Sparkle with Luſtre: But 
open your Boſoms fo thole fair hopes 
wherewith the Faith of Chrift reple- 
niſhes the Heart, and you will: find 
what a Nothing of Time's Ecernity all 
other things in the World polleſs. 

"And let all thoſe, who have hicherto 
Perſecuted and Crucified him afreſh by 


their manifolg* Tranſgreſſions, reſolve 


for the future to atrend his Service, and 
conſpire itt Loyalry what they can to 
uncrucifig him.” Let chem afcend the 
Mount Calvary and falure his Holy 
Steps: We Kiſs his fteps when we Love 
his ways, aud humble our ſelves, and 
follow his Paths. Ler them on their 
Knees approach him on the Croſs, and 
xeverently cover his naked Body : We 
cover him when our Charity, clothes his 
Servants, and hides the infirmities of 
his little ones. Let them with dili- 
gence unfaſten the Nails, and gently 
draw them out of his Hands and Feer ; 
We draw themour when we freely obey 
his Will, and looſen our Aﬀections from 
cleaving to the World. And when they 
haye thus refeued their adorable Lord, 
let them Nail themſelves in'his ſtead rg 
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ſtay any longer on Earth then till thou _— 
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the Croſs: And this we do when we 


put off the old Man, and Crucifie the 
Fleſh with'its Aﬀections and Lults, 


|. 1. Prayer. 


0 Bleſſed Jeſu, whoſe Sacred Body was 


laid in a Sepalchre after thoy hadſt Suffer'd 
Death for the life of my Soul; make me [a 
frequently to renew in my mind the memory 
of thy precious. Death and Burial, as may 


put me upon a ſerious preparation for my 


awn. And fince thou didſt nat deſign to 
made a Way for thy ranſomed fo. paſs ; 

pot my heart be ſet on any condition, how 
comfortable ſoever it may appear to my ſex- 
fes, which may make my Soul defire to be 
alſ:nt from thee. But cauſe me to grow 


- daily leſs and leſs affetted towards the une 


certain pleaſures of Life,. and_.' more and, 
wore in love with thy Eternal Joys. Grant 
me, My Redzemer,. a true Penitent Heart 
far all my former negleds of Thee. Deliver 
we from the puniſhment my Sins deſerve, 
and frem the Sins that d: ſerve,thoſe Puniſh- 
ments. That when I cloſe mine Eyes in 
Death, [ may reſt in thee; and being- abs 
ent from the Body, may be ref eſht in the 
Repo(ttories of thy Mercy. Soſhall my Time 
be govern'd with thy Grace, and my Eters 
pity Crown'd with thy Glory. SECT, 
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Chriſt's Sufſerings. 


SECT. XIIK © 


Of the Sealing and Watching the Sepul- 
chre of Chriſt. | 


OW the Chief Prieſts and Pha- 
riſees upon mature Conliderati- 

on, revolving all the accidents of the 
aſt day, and comparing the circum- 
[ne of his Words and Actions with 
the Predictions of the Prophets con- 
cerning the Meſſiah, and the wonder- 
ful ways by which they were compleat- 
ed, and eſpecially»remembring thoſe 
Myſtical words -( which before ox: 
pretended. they could not underſtand, 


and * wreſted, to a ſeditious intent a-+3;4 $.9.16,., 


gainſt their worſhip) of his building 
again in .three days the Temple they 
thould deſtroy ; and that he had given 
ſuch his reſtoration from the Dead, as 


a * ſign at their requeſt, to convincez,,e.14.29,30; 


the World of. his Truth; they came to 
Pilate early on the next day that fol- 
lowed the day of the Preparation be- 
ing the great Sabbath of che Paſcal 
week wherein all other People were at 
their deyotion and Prayers ({o celtic 

at1c 


298  « The Hiſtory of 
| and induſtrious were the Powers of 
Darkneſs to have buryed the Goſpel in 
» Met 27. 63, the Grave-of Chriſt) and.ſaid, ® Sir we 
C4, 65,66. yemember that that deteiver ſaid while he 
was yet alive, after three days I mill riſe 
azain-. C ommand thertfore that the Sepul- 
chre be made ſure until the third day, leſt 
bis Diſciples come by night and ſteal him a- 
way, and' ſay unto the People, he & riſen 
from the dead: So rhe "laft' error ſhall be 
= then the firſt. Pilate ſaid nto them, 
04 ue a watch go your | way, make it 1s 
fare”, af yo A Can. So. they went anda maze 
J the ' Sepulchre fore, ſealing the Pone, and 
[i fetting a watch. 
i ** Thus did rhat obdirate and impeni- 
 renr People harder theinifelves by yr 
; woriders. which ſhould have wrou 
ll / cheit Faith and Converſion, and ju 
1 . -. . feartt thelaſt error would be nll 
cheli chit firſt, hereby Propheſying igno- 
cantly againſt themfetves : For their 
Sin becathic-un marcorable, becauſe ſee: 
ing they wonld nor fee. | 
But; blefſed be-Gdd;-all their obſti- 
nacy has-been fablervient to the Ma- 
giſtery 'of his Providence which orders 
all things prudently by che means of 


nations 


by - ————_— ——_ 


others. © They rhoughr ro have accom / {2 
pliſhed their malice againſt Chriſt, and | F 

5g the (ame time fulfil d the derermis |, f; / 

_\ 


Chriſt's Sufferings, 
nations of his Will, They thought by 
ſealing the mouth of the Graye, and 
ſetting a ſtrict Guard over the Corps, 


' to haye buried his Memory in perpe- 


rual ſilence, and all_the while were gi- 
ving Teſtimony to his ReſurreQion, 
and ſetting a ſure ſeal ro the Truth of 
his Divinity ; For ſecuring and warch- 
ing the Sepulchre' with ſuch diligence 
they have placed the Reſurretion (the 
Foundation of our Faith) beyond doubt 
to future Apes, and much firmer then 
if they had never watchr. 

This is that which gives Glory to 


the Empire of Chriſt, and whereby we 


perceive its Divine Power and the mis 
raculous extent of its Conquelts, whoſe 
eſtabliſhments have been ſo contrary to 
all humane ways. When we confidee 


how he was exalted by the loweſt abaſe- 


ments, glorified by his ignominies, ens 
riched by his Poverty, lives by his 
Death, and is Ercrniz'd by his Sufferings. 
And -that our Religion, ever oppos'd 
by the Wicked, is nevertheleſs Vito- 
rious and Triumphant oyer impiety, 
enricht by its Loſſes, Glorious by its 


; Perſecutions, eſtabliſh'd by irs Totte- 


rings, and honourd by its Wounds. 
This is' that which tranſports bumane 
underſtanding intoan adauration of che 
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oreateſt of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 


Prayer 


0 ) Oricifed "PI the Fountain of Love; 
Let th: wonders of thy Myſter ious Incarna- 
tion and Death, ſet all the Powers of my 
Soul on work, that 1 may defire and pant 
after thee; that. 1 may Admire, Adore, 
and Iniege thee; that 1 may take ſweet - 
Havent, delight is the C xd 0 
Croſs ;. - that 1 may with Praiſe and T, &:, 16 
giving, receive. thee into my Soul, attend, 
and . watch thee, till thou ariſe with thy 
Graces there. There will I Lowe, only 
Love, always love to entertain thee. 


**= 4a 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 
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”y 


A RefleTion on the foregoing Hiftory, with | 
Thankſgiving for the Death ' of Chriſt. 


ND now, my Soul, thou haſt 
ſeen this Great Myſtery, God 
Incarnate dying on the Croſs, to 'make 
ſarisfaQtion to the infinite Juſtice by 
the dignity of his Perſon, Suffering in 
the Nature which had offended, where- i 
# by thou art raiſed to a lively hope of 
btaining Heaven, which otherwiſe 
hou hadft loſt, and been for ever miſe- 
rable in' Hell: with what words, with 
what Aﬀections, with what Actions 
wilt thou glorifie the Author of ſo in- 
eſtimable a gift as this? 
O depth of Love! Abyſs unſearch- 
' able of the infinite cies. of God! 
| That God ſhould delight ro make his 
own Son a Sacrifice, who would: not 
ſuffer 4braham to offer his! Thar God 
ſhould deſign ir from the foundation of 
the World, foreſecing we ſhould ſtand 
;n need of it, and without it periſh E- 
verlaſtingly \'®That God ihould reveal , 
.it when we-no ways deſerv'd it, nor -- *' # 
| * could | 
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command us to ſeek the Benefits of it; 


and enable us to obtain them by his 


preventing and aſliſting Grace! O God 
Eternal, who haſt redeemed my Sou 
by the precious Blood of thy dear Son; 
I am les then the leaſt of all chy Mer- 
cies, and of all that Truth which thou 
haſt revealed to thy Servant. I praile 
thee, I bleſs thee, I worſhip thee, I ex- 


tol thee, I- give thee thanks for thine . 


infinite Compaſſion, O Lord God, Hea- 
venly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord the only begotten Son Feſu 
Chriſt, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa- 
ther that takeſt away the Sins of the 
World, have Mexcy upon me, reccivo 


my Prayer, and unite me to thy ſelf 


in the flames of Love: For thou only 
art the Saviour, thou only O Chriſt 
with the Holy Ghoſt arc moſt high in 
theGlery of God the Father. 


-Glory, and Honour, and continual 


Thanks be given to Thee, Lord God 
Almighty, The Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, for the Redemption 
of the World by the Death and Paſlion 
of Chrif, whereby thou mightſt cxale 
us to Eternal Life. Amen. 
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